The Early Lon-Publishing History of Whitewash + >n rul- 12/11/90 

I believe that what I record herein has broader application, non-personal. As full 
a history as I could make while trying to get the book published is in a file drawer 


marked "Book” but it, while factually accurate, is probably not well done because for the 
most part those notes were made while I was driving back from my many trips to W ew York, 
dictated to a bulky v reel-tpreel tape recorder, idl then typed them. 

, . friend Sidney Kaufman, whose career was in movies, introduced me to Ivan Obo- 
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lensky <-3rtnew his father had been a sppok in OSS and was of the Russian nobility, a 
prince, but that didn't bother me. Ivan had just published a best-seller, Patton and 
was looking for another. His assistant and vice president, and it later became obvious, 
half of his brains, was John Ledes. The other half of his brain was his wife. Ivan and 
d ohn were excited by the book 1 proposed. I wanted to continue researching the assassi- 
nation so I suggested a co-author, and they liked the idea. They proposed a man I'd 
known slightly when I worked for t&e Senate, Harry ifr own. I'd known he had been a reporter 
for the Hew Hork He^djjL-Tribune and had been on the staff of Senator Bye's mnni tions 
investigation investigation. As ■* J il typed my ^otes I sent Larry a copy and presumed he 


was studying them and preparing to do tke writing. We met from time to time in Washington 
restaurants owned by friends of mine. It soon became apparent that he was having troubles 
that were not at all clear to me. We had contracted to deliver the manuscript by Feb- 
ruary 15, 1965, and Ivan planned to have the book out a month thereafter, having the type 
set electronically in Florida. 

about the middle of December, 1964, I was certain that "arry would not have A 
even a draft done in time so when we met at the Rhine Restaurant he agreed for me to 
write some of it. I had several chapters, most of the book, in fact, in midd, and when 
we left it was understood he 'd have the other half ready for me to look at within a 
short period of time. 


Larry had a farm in southern feryland. ge workedin Philadelphia as public- 

relations director for ^ublicker Industries.lt was ,as - 1 now recall, injanuary that I 

, unfit ki A 

drove there and spent ^a day reading what he had w^rit ten , ^alone in his apartment. I was 
stunned! It was f rights^ garbage and a right-win^ political diatribe and a conspLracy- 
thery "solution" to the crime. As he had it written it was all an ACL^— liberal conspiracy 
based on the Ruth and Michael Paine family! 

I was so disconcerted in driving home that I drove through the Baltimore hsbe-r 
harbor tunnel, toward Washington, and was through it before I realized it. The next day 
I phoned and Lede ^agreed to my doing t| e writing. I wrote the chapters that I could do 
most rapidly first, without any written hutline , /Til retyped them and as she finished I 
mailed them. I did have the last in the mail by mid-February. Shortly thereafter I drove 
to flev York for a conference that included going ovjp^ the corrections and suggestings of 



Henry never a.^\ed me to leave his off ice when X was t here, not when some of his 
Staff cane into consult with him and not when he haddled confidential natters by phone. 

One of those^impressed me with his intent to observe the canons because in a case in which 
he could have gotten a conviction^h e £u,vJ?Fgrrd , if X remember the words of thd canon cor- 
rectly, he peref erred to "see that justice is done." That was the case of a woman who 
had robbed her elderly mlthe^ If he had jailed the thriving daughter, that would have 
grieved the nother more and the mother wouJd still have been destitute. So he worked out 
a deal that began with restitution to , the mother, and the daughter did not go to jail. 

One of his more successful assistants was Bill Alexander, ft is not likely that one 
can be farthur to the political rightd that Alexander* was part of the "Impeach Earl 
Warren CamJ>aign" (Henry is a liberal for Dallas~S^os5aies _ Democrats). I suppose that if 
Henry, had known what 1 learned latet, that Alexander had leaked confidential Oswald reaords 
to Hj^h Aynesworth, who profited from them^he w&uld have fired Alexander earlier. The real 
reason, he told me, was because when Alexander came into his office for a conference with 
an arrested man and his counsel, Alexander - ^ actually pulled a pistol on xhe man and 
threatened him. 


Henry owned and may still own a farm at Eockwall, near Dallas. He told me that 


after Marina Oswald married her husband. Porter, Porter used to take the then little girls 

• '' — ■» 

to swim an d iish in Henry's famu^ffijSry liked him because if there was ever any work on 


the farm within his vision he always pitched in and helped. As I remember, Porter once 
helped repair or replace the barn roof while the girls swam. 

His Jack Huby file disclosed, among other things, that Huby had little money and 
usually did not pay his bills with checks on his own account. Two of the more sordid 
matters indicate Huby was at the least sick in the head. One is that he used to fondle 


girls just entering puberty in pmblic, I recall once at something like a fair. Criticized 
for this «£jk^explainad thet he was just breaking them in, so they could work for him. The 
other that I recall had to do with his dachshund he called both "Sheba" and his Iff " wife." 
The SPCA actually Tleared he was treating Sheba as his wife. 

I recall ijhat once when I jtes was about to leave bis office during a heavy rain 
itorm, just before he had to leave to keep an app&intement, he called the detectives who 
drove his official car in and instructed them to take me where X was going. I think it 
was to the Dallas Press u lub to keep and appointment with Phil McCombs , then correspondent 
for the old LIPS magazine. 

Dike so much of what I'm now recording, this, too, is off the top of the head and 
when Ilm sleepy. If I think of more I'll add it later. 

I should resume with the incident that A fear ditd embarrass him, the breach of 
confidence by a Dallas Times-Hearld reporter. 



There came a time in my FOI$ suit fof the Dallas ¥M field office records %k 78-0322, 
late3r combined with the suit for thfcse of New Orleans, 04 78-0420) when what I was allege 
ing l&i court was, fey traditional news standards, solid and significant news. So, despite 
the reluctance of the press in the past to report news of both the JJK assassination and 
its investigations and E0I4 litigation to force disclosure of withheld records, I held a 
press conference at the National Press Club. It got little attention. The Washington 
correspondent of the leeal papers, the late Lucien Warren, did his best to wreck it and 
largely succeeded. One of thegse there was a worfan reporter for the Dallas Times-Hesald. 

She asked if she might come up, X inbred her, and she came with her |iv£-in boyfriend <kf 
the same paper. , They seemed very friendly and impressed and said that after they returned 
from a trip to England they'd like to return and spend more time. I invited them. Ss they 
were wandering around they saw a lefefeer from Henry Wade, long unanswered, that I'd put atop 
the stack as a reminder to weply . 4s usual, he ad-4ressed. me as "dear friend," « , nri they 
thought it unusual that a writer critical of the official solution had a friendly relation- 
ship with the Dallas D4. I've forgotten the ezact details but I expected them to regard 
that letter as confidential. Instead they used it in t]£"e story. 

•‘•his couple may have gone to -England but they never came here again. I've not heard 
from them, either. 

In one of my conversations with Henry I asked him if he could explain the claim of 
Captian Wirl Fritz , chief of homicide, that he had not kept his notes of his interroga- 
tions of Oswald. (Which, by the way , is the usual FBI practise , ) ojdfcyx Henry said that 
this was Fritz (s practw.se, even when he expected Fritz to be able to refresh his recol- 
lection by consulting those notes when he was a prosecution witness. 

own belief is that he and others, like the FBI, do not want to risk having in 
their notes what could be useful to the defense or to be confounded by some they did not 
recall or testify to. 



The Citicis, Resumed 1/25/91 

Again there may he some repetition, part ly because it has been almost a month 
i-i which I have had my mind on other things, including the Iraq war. Because there will 
be a# least three days of further interruption ginning otodaj, rather than trying to 
assign any degree of importance to the earlier critics, some of whom were hardly gen- 
uine critics, like Jones Harris , npte what I anticiajate will be shorter recollections. 

Perhaps the non— critic "critic" Harris can help make it clear that both pseudo- 
critics and some of thfese who were genuine and misguided were a great handicap simply 
because they were counter-productivd. 

The first two books published in the United States were by the German refugee 
Joachim Joesten and the former Washington Po Star reporter Buchanan, then 

living in Prance. With reporting backgrounds they were able to produce their books 
rapidly, before the Warren Report was issued. Although thep were seriously flawed they 
served the purpose of raising questions that were not being raised in the major media. 
Almost without exception, the major media did no real investigating. Instead it accepted 
each laak and gave each major attention. Tbyje all failed, after the first few days, to 
raise any substantial questions and ultimately they all praised the Warren Report to 
the skies. The conditions under which the Report was made available made critical com- 
ment difficult, impossible for mo 3 ^ of the media, and that raised no questions from or 
in the media. There were feyMer than three days for digesting and analyzing 900 pages. 

The mere size kf the Report frustrated critical analysis of it and after the 

attention the media lost interest, not unusual without a peg on which to hang new stories. 

As an example of how it was possible for the government to dominate what the 
media could do, the Associated Press used the Reports first chapter as its story for 
those who used its service, the majority of the American press and a large percentage 
I cannot estimate in the rest of the world, 

J °nes Harris is the bastard son of the actress Ruth Gordon. His father, Jed 
Harris, was one of the great theatrical producers of that day. When Gordon learned she 
was pregnant, she refused to marry Harris. She raised Jones. I understand from others 
that his was not a happy childhood and that neither parent treated him well. Because he 
had no apprent employment and lived well I pesume they left him financially well off. His 
mother enjoyed a long life. His father didn't. 

lhe earljf critics assumed genuineness and competence (the latter not 
entirely) on the part of the others. In some respects the brilliant Sylvia Meagher was 
both the sharpest doubter and the least questioning. I k$ow of none, iniuding myself, 
who did not take Harris at face value ’ 

He was one of the first to raise questions about the well-known picture taken by 
AP photographer James Altgens 



Shis widely-distributed picture taken adopt midway in the shooting shows the 
Presidential limousine and i£ts occupants and in the background many people , including 
those standing on the front stairs fcf the Texas School Book Depository Building. Harris 
raised the same question raised imiae&ate^^efore he did, atjlut whether a man standing 
in that doorway is Oswald. At Harris' request I did some work at the Archives for him 
relating to this. /(The FBI satisfied the questioners in the press, who raised the 
question as soon as that picture reached them the day^ of the assassination, by saying 
it was "illy Nolan Lovelady. (See my Whitewash II on this and my file of pictures in- 
cluding an enlarged fearae of the over-exposed section of an 8mm film made by a man 
named martin. ) 

But Harris also came up with some pretty wild stuff. He had a photographer he 
used in his ex amin ations oi and conclusions about a number of pictures* 

He claimed to me that he persauded Guinsberg, then owner of Viking Press, -taypriwt 
xmie publish Epstein's "Inquest." Harris' lawyer, whose name I've forgotten, denied this 
to me and said he had arranged for that publication. (More on tnis later but it got 
major attention when it appeared. It was a pro-FBI-anti-Earl Warren book.) 

Next to/ the last time I saw Harris he was more or less living with a younger 
and clearly well-off Rockefeller woman x believe he married. She had a large and expensive 
aparement in the expensive business Section of Fifth Avenue in the 50s. 

Th/at was th^ird from the last time. Next to the last time was just before Dr. 

King was killed. He phoned me on a txS x gfe^ ^when we were both staying in the Foun— 

tainbeau Motel as I was ahoer to leave that morning on my own work. He asked me to join 
him for breakfast in his room. ( ‘//hat an apetji/rfce he had for a man not large!) He then 
told me, as he had before, that he was a i?obby Kennedy man and stayed in contact with 
B^bby s people. This was in the middle of the early stages of the presidential campaign. 

He said that some of these people on Bobby/s staff had told him that Bobby had said there 
were too many guns bd tween him and the presidency. This is an approximation from memory. 

I believed him and in order to learn more, kf he knew any more, inisted that we walk 
from there to Garrison's office, a considerable distance. It was a hot morning 2nd I was 
carrying my large attache case that was always overfilled and weighed 35 pounds. GasHtssir, 
Garrison, who believed anything at all, believed this, too., and he soon told it to Mark 
Lane. It happened that Lane's second ^ook, "A Citizen's DissdCt" Lad just appeared and 
that I had some programs scheduled for then Washington Channel 14, which liter failed. 

Although by then I disliked Lane, X agree to share that program with him. It was 
the very night Sobby was assassinated, after the show was aired. I^d syoent the day doing 
all the interviews for a then syndicated radio show called "Authors Rounitable? because 
the owner of the show, who was alsb its questioner, did not show up! The owman who real- 
ly ran it for him, then a friend, Dorothy Mattimore, asked me to do it because in those 
days a woman's voice was not acceptable to most radio stations. 



I asked Dottie to interview him and it was so late in the day she had to do it 
at the TV station af[ter that dhow. I even drove Lane there. And on the show he presented 
as the result of his own derring-do tiis Jones Harris story that I later learned was a 
canard. X was outraged, even though by then X knew that Lane was a literary lightpf ingers 
and believed he owned the subject of the JFK assassination. On Canada I told the truthful 
story, which angered and embarrassed him. When they broke for a commercial he said that 
after the slfow he would punch me in the nose. I told him he did not have to wait$ he 
c/uld try it right then and there. Although he is much younger, he fell silent. Unknown 
to me. Dottie was taping it all. I have that reel of tape somewhere. 

2ia&, "This Jones "arris Savri cation got wide attention and was widely believed. 

As time passed and I thought about it X became convinced that it was not true. 

The lastt time I saw Harris was the first day of a symposium Bud Fensterwald 
arranged to be held at Georgetown University to commemorate the 10th anniversary of 
tnat assassination. When I saw those he'd invited I declined to appear. He had all the 


assassination nuts he could get scheduled to speak and 2s it Turned out, many, many more 
in the audience. Finaly, he and Jim Lesar persuaded me to appear. My stipulation was I 
could say anything X wanted to say and I spent the time I had trying to persuade an 
audience that could not be persuaded to abandon all the nutty theories they were pre- 
senting as fact because they were counterproductive and destroyed all credibility. It 
was futile and if I remember coreectly, some of the/ booed me. I was not inside the Jhll 
in which the speakers spoke again. But I was outside if, sometimes with Lesar, gnri on 
one of thos occasions I got after Harris and he finally blurted out that he had never been 
a Remedy man, that he was and had always been a Nixon man ^in this I believe he was 
for a change truthful) and that he had made the story u|). 

To the best of my recollection, if he ever said anything mere about the JFK 

assassination. 1 did not hear it. 

fnU 

When^I told a then Los Angeles reporter Art Kevin the story Jones had to[d me 
and then Bobb^ was assassinated there, he remembered and told the police. The police 
then phoned me and made an inaccurate and intendedly prejudicial record since disclosed. 


As we did nxt then know, the <k Los Angelse police was as intent as the FBI had been in 

the JFK assassination in pretending that it had a solid, lone-nut assassin case and was, 

like the FBI, creating false and misleading records in support of their preconception. 

Howard Hoffman was the youngest of the critics. He was in high school. I do not 

recal] how he and Bichard Bernabei, then a. professor of classics at Queens u niversitv, 
OnTA&Cj bud 

Tesenat, Canada, got in tpieh with each boehr other but Howard wanted to get in touch 
with me and feared it far some reason I do notnrecall if he ever told me. Dick persuaded 
him that he'd be well received, Howard asked if he couia visit us, and he then spent most 
if not all of his summer breaks, in high school, at the University of Pennsylvania, where 
he had a full scholarship, and at least some if not all his summers while at law school 



at the Universitii of Florida, Gainesville. When he graduated from it he became clerk to 
a federal appeals court judge of the fifth district and he then also spent some of his 
hummers here. He was an exceptionally bright young man, we began to feel about his as 
we would about a son, and we were always in close touch until he went to California to 
become assistant general counsel for Lucas films. Later he was generak counsel. Before 
then and after two years in the clerkship he was recruited for a large fhiladelphia 
law firm's Washington office. The gashing ^office was so large that it occupied 
two floors of the building on the southwest corner /£f p8 and K, nw. 

Howard&s father, then a draperer or head of the Sears drapery department in its 
very large store in the northeastern sectionnof Philadelphia, seemed to me to be overly*. 

protective. Howard had to y®hone him the minute he got here (l met him atothe GreyhundjS 
station and delivered him to it on his return home) and he had to phone his father to 

tell him when his bus would stop in (t^ppP liiladelphia. By those years I was no 

longer f amil iar with Philadelphia and the area of the bus stop may have been a tough 
area, but I was surprised nonetheless that with Howard in high school his father still 
insisted in taking time from work, cknsiderable time because he worked so far from the 
bus station, and did hit trust his son to be able to get home safely in daylight. 

While he was here he had free access to all I had and he used it, reading much. 

His mother and father both worked hnd I'm sure she had ne£ time for him in the 

kitchen but here he was interested in til's cooking and baking and learned how. In his 

freshman year at ft Penn, despite regulations against it, he got some mineraturized means 

of cooking and baking in the dorm and did do both, .after the first year he joined a 

group of students who rented a fine, large old house, men and women both, and when the 

women learned &£ his domestic skills they to it that he, not they, employed them. He 

cooked and he kept the books. One of the men had a motorcycle and each Saturday morning 
— t'Li 

to rode it to the fine, outdoor Italian market in dee£p southeast Philadelphis. Howard 
shopped until he had tcfw full groVery bags. They reurned the relativley long distance 
with him sitting on the back seat holding a bag in each arm!. The distance was close to 10 
miles! 

Howard had written the draft of his book while in high school. He edited :and cut 

it in free time in his freshman year and the part of the summer at its end when he was 

not here. He told me later that he had used some fif my work without telling me and b a d 

then cut it all out. His {^Presumed Guilty" is a fine book, perhaps the best simplification 

for the average reader on the subject. 
r 

Witing the preface of Post Nor tern was his idea, to which I agree. When he showed 
me what he hau written I asked him only if he wanted me to use it. When he said he did and 
he meant what he&d awritten I used with without change a word. 

Like all the books not in accord with the official assassination mythology except 



Ed Epstein's and Mark Lane's, which are in varying degree faulty and angled, Howard's 
had^troible finding a publisher , Fairleigh Lichens on University, it printed few copies 
and e*&g engaged in no promotions at all. I'm wrong? Geis, who'd rejected Whitewash several 

years earlier, published ^’ink Thompson's "Six Seconds in Dallas" and did promote and ad- 
vertise it. 


although Howard was much liked at the law firm, was the name Morgan, Lrosius?, and 
was rising rapidljt- he once was an assistant to Fred Fielding, whoV been Njxon's White 
House counsel- he accepted the offer from Lucas films to become assistant general counsel 
when he was less than 50, in part because of his interest in making films. (He told me 
that Yielding had a copy of Whitewash on the shelves in his apar-estet. ) He then became 
Lucas' general counsel and last x heard planned to go to Los Angeles. 

A fine, Brilliant, principled and decent young man, as he had been a boy. 

He is busy with bis new life and I rarely hear from him now. 

I suggest above that Bobbs, Merrill did not promote Meagher's "Accessories After the 
Fact." This is unfair. The editor who had wanted them to publish, Whitewash in 1965 got 
them to publish her book and they did advertise it but becauwe she had a full-time job 
as an editor for the l&brld Health Organization she could not leave New York for promotions. 

% the time her book and Howard's were published the attention to Whitewash and the 
books thst followed reduced publisher reluctance to consider the subject and in a sense 


broke the ice for the later books like these two, Thompson's and Meagher's, bot/? of which 
had editors within the publishing orga&zation who had wanted to publish Whitewash. 


In earlier mention of Meagher 5 forgot to say that her earliest writings were for 
two small magazines. The New Leader and Arnfmi ' s ||inorii;y of One. 

Vincent Salandr^i also wrote a few articles for minor publications, as I remember 
it now. If he did I have them in his fllejf. He also worked with the then editor of 
Philadelphia Magazine, Gaeton Fonzi Uater an investigator for the //ouse Select Committee 


on Assassinations and afte that author a bad article in Washington Monthly) and they 
evolves a ridiculous theory that Governor (formally was not wounded until after JFK got 
the shot that^kLlled him. They placed this at Frame 287 of the Lapruder film. I'm wrong 
about. They tied it at less than two seconds before JFK was killed. 


Jack McKinney, a wonderful man who'd been a sports writer and then had a popular 
talk show on WCAU, a clear^channel 50 kw radio station, was interested in the subject 
matter. After Whitewash appeared he invited me to be on the show. Me also invited ^alandria. 

I got letters and heard from people I met that his show was heard as far west as Iowa and 

the letters came from the tost souther^ to the mosthorthem parts of the east coast. Salan- 
dria, once he makes up his mind, is intolerant of any otto#*- view. He had made up his mind 

that the impossible was the reality and he dominated the first three and a half hours of 

that show with his gibberish about when was wounded. When the station took a br.eak 

as I recall for news and McKinney and I both went to the rest room I told him I was walking 



oo 


if S^anadrA said another word on the remaineder of the show, that I had not driven gp 
there and would have to drive hone at midnight fftr either that kind of treatment or to he 
such nonsense. Ithen had the last half-eJiour without any silly interrup- 
tions from Salandrdi. 

I appeared on Jack's show often, sometimes by phone, and it did sell books. 

One of his steady listeners was a woman who wrote me several times, //ary Elizabth 
Zimmerman, of Indianapolis. Once she sent me a St. Christopher's medal to protect me in 
my travels, thena St. Jude medal to help me to do the impossible. She was a devout 
Catholic who, by coincidence, did me a great gavor. We ^ever met, though. 

•fhil Donahue, who for years had had the popular ? talk show, began wikh one onJfil8i 
WHIO radio, , in Dayton, ^hio. 



Footnare &&£ example of a reluctant prosecution because the l^w required it is 

elsewhere in regard toO^im Garrison. He prosecuted a Bourbon Street stripper and after her 
conviction tried to help her on the ground her children needed bher Jad had to go all the 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court to defend himself fir doing so. 


footnore 2 This man, Will Alexander, was involved in a story in my files, the ^onnie 
Hudkins story that Oswald worked for the FBI. 

footnore d Aynesworth, then a Times-Herald reporter and also of the political right, got 
copies of some of the evidence alleged against Oswald, if I remember correctly, his sop 
called diary , sold it to LIFE magazine, and LIFE then had to pay Marina much more to be 
able to publish it. I have on file the results of the FBI's inves igationp/. Lonnie 
Hudkins told me that Aynesworth had worked for the CIA. Aynesworth denied mt. Aynesworth 
also treated me well in Balias, like getting me items from the ^imes-Herald morgue. gJjis 
was after he'd left that afpper and returned to it. He worked for Newsweek for a while and 
he was active against Garrison during Garrison's "probe." 
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*0.1 three feeracis were, J>believe 
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ieve, l^ie 


nest in talking to ae. Thisiloes not mean 
, X-fxfwp' ’ 

-n tarn, or'jtt^the outset, I was open with then. 


they volunteered* ifeat was relevant. ... „„ x » aH open with znen 

Bhen ,£ interviewed the parent £ X played 'the tape hack iron tine to tine for then to 
hear w ] mt they'd said and to give them a chance to ask ne to erase it. When X inter- 
viewed hs^xasked the family lawyer to be present and she arranged it for her hone, 
where I had the tape machine in frbnt of all. \iowrd the end the tape fanned and did 
not record.) 

The young nan's homosexuality raises question of making any public use of it. 

I think it was t/»e parents who let ne know that there was reason to believe that 
their son and one or more other boys had been approached, if not more, by older men at 
either a nearby 1 iry Q®en stand or a similar place. From whati remember there are 
indications that one of these nan may have been a friend of Clay Shaw's, .Mario Ber- 
mudez, and if 1 recall correctly, the car used matches the description of Shaw's. 

Jefferson Parish \&± county) is virtually part of Hew Orleans. The only division 
is political, the line between the parishes. 

The juvenile sergeant who handled Philip's case was named 5 ourne. I hch/jL ha it. 

Philip was on overly-protected youngster who was completely dominated by his parents, 
the mother in particular. He developed an intense hatred for his father. M 3 expressed 
this with such gestures as refusing to touch a doorknob the father had touchdd until 
he wiped it with a handkerchief. 

I could not learn from him wh£y he was questioned about by bourne and O'Sullivan. 

They told him it was for u arrison and apparently persuaded the family that it was nec- 
essary to hide him because they arranged for it to be ift the hone of an uncle, at that 
time he was 20—21 years old. He had been 15 or 16 when he and -^ringuier had the relation- 
ship about which Bringuier lied* 

j-liat any grown man 'would hide a renaway juvenile is not each to understand but that 
he would send him .to a neal)y dollar— a— night flophouse, the Silver ^ollar , is incrediblet. 

T^e gang bang on hasTought have been anticipated as a possibility. 

Without the mother's confirmation that they had hidden Philip as soon as Ferie 

A 

died that it happened would not be easy to believe because there was no apparent need 
or pilose and that they lied and said it *kas for Garrison when he knew nothing at all 
about it more likely means that it wasjifoit^iise against Garrison or in an effort to deny 
him what Bourne and O'Sullivan considered w4s information he would want. From Philip's 
inability to remember anything that could indicate their real purpose, if true, and I 
believe it is, indicates that they successfully hid their purpose. But any questioning 


at- extends over a period of two weeks* is exceution/ahd does represent some importance 
was attributed to it. (*« ' 

v 

ihilip then lived in Orleans parish, tq which Garrison's jurisdiction was limited. 



He was out of high school and had a job untfl he went to Viet Han 

ihe one thing I recall that he said he was questioned about was Bione as part of 
a sex ring, •‘■his did not appear to be likely at all, not fron her appearance and not from 
the kind of person she was. She was extraordinarily thin, flat-chested and not particularly 
feminine and generally did not pay much attention to her appearance. However, she was a bit 
more attentive to how she looked when she accompanied me when 1 went to see Godfrey Kirk- 

trick. Sh* Ci\r)*4 kj\ jut t f t fkpt* 

Mrs. Geraci had a clear recollection of what I assume was the first time Philip met 

nnguier and she could relate it to an event in her life. It was right after the school 

year ended and she was driving into downtown Hew Orleans to see her dentist. Confirming 

this is dated receipts the^parents had in a shoebox, along with other records, signed 

by Bringuier, who w£ete them out on scrqps of paper, for, Cuban bonds he was selling to 

raise money for his Students Revolutionary Directorate"^ of which he was the only Hew 

Orleans member, - u ike Oswald was the only Fair Play for Cuba member in New Orleans, although 

unlike Bringuier, his was a phony FPCC whereas Bringuir represented the real XSRE, its lettters 

^ w8xci s xt was known. I have copies of those receipts which the FBI and Secret service 

could have had and would have had if they'd had any interest at all in a real investigation. 

(f 

li I remember correctly, the bonds sold for 500 and Philip turned the money over to 

/fringuier on several occasions, alji. some time before the da^te placed on Oswald's visit 

to hiss store, Casa Cuba, That store and Pena’s Habana Bar and Grill were close together 

in the sane block of Decatur Street and are next to each other in Oswald's addressbook. 

^rxnguxer needed an alxbijL to explain why he allegedly suspected Oswald when he 

entered Bringuir 's store and offered to train anti-Castro would-be invaders of ^uba. 

.(fHli'lT jl 

there is. reason to believe that they had had earlier coiiact because I picked up ijjforna— 

tion I then believed^ that itwas Oswald who had complained to the city government thaijfrin- 
guier was selling bands without a license. C-hich, if true, raises more questions about 
wnat Oswald was really up to. J His explanation is that it was immediately after the raid 
OW one su °h Cuban operation, group of men who were seen taking explosives into a home 
the use of Uihich had been given them by the KcLaney who owned it and who was the brother 
of the MCLaney who had been active in gambling in ^uba until Castro ended gambling. Brin- 
guier via ted that raid, without being asked to explain the discrepancies, as August 2 and 
August 8, 1963. raid was on $lly 31. The Secret Service knew this was not correct as 
the PM should have known but it said nothing in either its internal records or to the 
Commission. Why Bringuier should have lied about this should have raised questions in the 
minds of all official investigators but it didn t» Garrison, who had questioned bringuier , 
had no interest. 

Garrison made a big thing of the U uban camps but it was all talk and he not only 
did not know of all of them, he didn t even know where they were. One Clas operated by 

'l 



Rudolph diehard Uiicardo) Davis and he had no reluctance in talking to iae about it. I 
— ' ffl £*7 

also had no trouble locating his^ girl friend and she not only had no reluctance 

in describing their mad dash to warn the men at the camp — she introduced me to the ma , r) 
she d marriedxater , then a St. Tammany Parish deputy sheriff, and he told me more. Her 
account of that wild dash eliminated the McLaney house as Davis’ operation, although 
there is no doubt that he Has involved in getting those man away from New Orleans, hack 
to ilorida. x have her and her husband on tape and the husband told me about a nejirby 
base for shipping munitions to Cuba. It was on the lake and hidden in a state forest. 

Tiie McLaney house was in a group of houses with large back yards , smaller in front. 
j.he Cubans had actually used an open U— Haul trailer to bring the explosives in. They 
were seen by the neighbors, who were apprehensive, one told me. When the Cubans decided 
to clean the pkf.ce up and set fire to a pile of trash, the fire moved toward the house. 

It if had reached the house the area would have been demolished. So, the man who told me 
this also told me that he immediately notified the authorities and that is what led to 

^ { 0 / j j jg ^ 

tne police raid. Oswald had nothing to do with it, the ^presumption of El Estupjf'des. 

Davis told me, by the way, that he had been an informed'' for the Hew York Police 


"subversive” squad. He did such things as finger demonstrators to be trod on by the mounted 
police. He work ecf under a man later- of Watergate fame. Jack Caulfied. (also on tape.) He 
had been tipped off about the raid so his men were able to avoid being caught. No charges 
were ever filed about the storage of so much that could explode in a populatef area or 
over merely possessing it. 


Davis scared his girl friend when he picked her up to accompany him. He drove 
wildly over shell roads, gave her a pistol and told her to sit on it. She was afraid it 
might discharge from the bumpy ride 1,1 shell road in that area is the equivalent of gravel 
roads in this part of the country, most parts. They have no quarries, no available stone 
to be crushed and used as a road surface. But xhere is plenty of shellfish and the shells 
are crushed, as it was explained to me, and they are used as gravel is elsewhere.) 

(Before meeting this deputy I went to the sheriff's office and found them very 
cooperative. They not only answered my question, they took' picture of the house at the 
samp they raided and mailed them to me. ^.y^obody from "arris on's office had been there, 
as none had been to the McLaney property, of which they did not even have the correct 
address. 


Back to Bringuier and the incompetence of the Garrison office and for an ex- 
piation of Ms importance in the Warren investigation: 

/|i though Garrison did have at least one report of Oswald's picketing where the Warren 
records, meaning^ the FBI' and Secret Service's, they never had any curiosity*^ what Oswald 
might have been doing that they knew notMng about. The Warren Gommission reports only that 
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august 8 he had picketed on Canal Street when Bringuier, having been ini orned of it, 

went with two others to break it up. In the f/acas thair followed their assault on Oswald, 

his literature got scattered and his Hands Off Cuba sign was broken. T^e four were 

arrested. Oswald, of all things, entered a guilty plea, the others nof guilty. Through 

his“5^couuS _ cousin Oswald arranged for the 825 fine to be paid and then used the newspaper 

account of his picketing as credentials with the u uban consulate in Mexico City. He also 

picketed outside the ITM the following week, as India ted above. The FBI leurned^but the 
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commission had no interest in Oswald's picketing of the carrier Wasp, docked hnly a short 
w41k from Bringuier 's store and two blocks from Barbara geid's apartment. But he also 
picketed ex tosmt^g t extensively ofer a period of days, as best I could learn in the 
general area of the Bringuier store. All the indications are that he was deliberately 
baiting Bringuier to do what he finally did do. 1 learned about these other efforts from 
2h?s. Biise Cerniglia, who ran the Cuban Catholic ■ a elief in B e w Orleans. She told me that 
many Cubans came to her over a period of days to protest what Oswald was doing an®/ to 
see if she could do anything to stop it. The entire u arrison office knew or knew of Mrs. 
Cerniglia, so naturally, with their interest in u ubans in Hew Orleans and their activities, 
they did not speak to her. 

AJoat of this picketing and literature distribution was on fcmal Street, a mae*^ 
thoroughfare runningaway from the river. Bringuier' s store was only a little more than 


a block from Canal Street^Most of the reports 1 got of Oswald's picketing were within 


two of three blocks of Decatur. If more, not much more. 1/Th.e new ITM building is at the 
foot of Canal Street, the old one is 'a block from it on the side opposite the ifringuier 


store. 


* * * * 


\J another possible explanation is that Garrison lied and that they did this for him, 

v "V y 

Garrison also had a number of reports of other Oswald picketing but neither he nor 
any of his investigators, from the records I saw in Hew Orleans, followed this up with 
any inevstigations . That part of Canal Street is a rather busy business section* It-^s 
is a divided street, with what in Hew Orleans is called a "neutral ground" between each 
one-way half.Vihat records I got or had copied are filed under his literature distribution. 

Philip JaLd. tell me about seeing Oswald at Bringuier' s earlier than Bringuier testi- 
fied. Committee Counsel Wesley Liebeler, in his questioning of Philip, made a record that 
reader to believe that flgnc Geraci was there only one time, even though Geuaci 
tired to tell him it was more than once. The official mythology required confirmation mf 
pringuier's lie so Ideireler contrived that. 


When Philip lived in Hew Orleans he sought out ^nd had some association with the 
head of the anti-Castro Alpha-66 organization. T^a^faan was also the service manager of 
the Slat agency for which Douglas Lethbridge, in’ other notes if not in this, was sales 
manager. Douglas was a Bay of Pigs prisoner . ; /7e told me his parents were Canadians who 
owrThd the estate next to tie Castro families and that as a boy he placed with Castro. 
J *B. V£La owned that agency. More on him in other notes. ” 



by solid, rational evidence and testimony that it was entirely false. il e did win in the 
case he filed in the District of Columbia for access to some tax’ of that evidence and 
the very day he won he abandoned that effort/ «<. c drafts 

Once he had I’homley in coart he could have taken testimony from Douglas $ones and 
kyra Driver and they'd have identified Thornley as the man who picked up the printing 
job of those handbills that Oswald distributed. ls 4 i in fit* q J 

i/hile he had Martens under indictment Martens was, independent of Garrison, 

arrested by the police^ He had driven a knife into the gut of another man in their 

dispute over a woman. T hernloy had left the room in which they p refer gone into 

the kitchen, gotten the knife, and returned to use it. I do not now remember whether or 

not he killed that man. But Garrison, who in some ways was quite principled, decided 

that it way a genuine^ prime of passion and dismissed the charges filed by the police. 

It would have been a feather in his capi to get any kind of conviction o^ anyone connected 

with the official story of” his "probe,” as it was known in ^*ew Orleans. Byt ye dismissed 

the police charges. I was there through the entire thing. 

£ 

It is a wonder that Dean Andrews did manae to escape condition and jail because 

A 

there is no doubt that he dwore in contradiction to himself about what was material and 
that is perjury. 

If Garrison had xb even conducted a real investigation of Sfeaw, after charging him 
if not as he should have, before charging him, he would have convicted Shaw on perjury - 
and that on his alibi to negate the most effective testimony Garrison presented. A number 
of olint on, La. witnesses identified Shaw as seen with Oswald in that town. They were 


persuasive and they fmlaa ranged from civil-rights workers to officials opposing them. 

Shaw's alibi wais that he did not and could not then leave Hew Orleans because he was in 
charge of and working daily on renting space in the new I2M building. I located, as he 
could have with ease, the men who, under contract withe the ITM when Shaw was aaangxng it, 
were in charge of and did handle all the space-renatal contracts, and, after his acquittal, 
Garrison did charge Shqw with perjuey and lost. He did not know what I say aboae and I did 
not 1 l^^^^at U a?ier acquittal. 

That Saw did perjure himself need not be taken as indication of guilt on the charges 
Garrison made. He could have been convicted by that Clinton testimony if he was innocent. His 
perjury, the# was required to avoid jail and universal condemnation for a crime of which 
he was not guilty. 

That" both Douglas Jtoes and his assistant, the only people who saw the man who 
picked up the printing job for Oswald both identified Thonrley as that man also does 
not mean that he did, although Jones' indetification was on two different occasions and 
he and Silver both selected only ^homley's pictures as most closely represan& that man. 
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I did not ask for a positive identification. I did ask for each to select from about 100 
the picture that most elsely resembled that man. I am not now positive that Silver 
also selected the picture of ^’homley with a beard. I am certain that the first time 
Jones did. It is probable, ^however, that both did. With Jones there was a lasfpe of 
about a year. (He died during Hurricane Camille when he was on or near the Gulf coast. 

ff 

His place of business had been taken for the reconstruction of that area.) I am inclined 

ixrfs) 

to accept their* s m as close as one could expect of a positive identification. If they 
were corect, then there is still another mystery. 

thornley's conduct after federal investigators first spoke to him can magnify 
the mystery but the kind of man "fhomley was has to be considered in any effort to 
consider him an Oswald accomplice in New Orleans 0 

They had served together in the llarines. Hater he started to write a book about 
his Karines# experiences but like so much else lie never finished it. It was titled The 
Idle Warriors. After the 3®; assassination he added a bit on Oswald and it was published- 
half the six of a paperback and about l/4' thick, a glorifieu pamphlet. 

Sight after Oswald was killed ^hornley, then a waiter in New Orleans, went to the 
FBI or was located by it and ks it filed a report on what he said. He returedh to the FBI 
to see if they'd use him as an informer. They had no interest so he packed up, moved to 
sugib urban Washington, got a job in an apartment house and hung around trying, apprently to 
exploit the fact that he'd known Oswald, and playing the women. 

I'm not now certain of the time but I think it was after I first interviewed Douglas 
Jones that I waS able to locate, in tracing Thornley's career, a poet who'd known him in 
New Orleans. Phil Boatright was working in Omaha, I flew out and interviewed him and got 
from him his correspondence with ^homley, and his recollections. In one of his letters 
t'hornley boasts of almost putting the eye out on a man who'd actually tried to defend a 
woman. Thornley's self-portrait is of a real stinker. 

I'm pretty certain that it was before I interviewed Boatright that Lift on found 
Thomley in the Los Aggeles area and got him to execute the affidavit in which he swears 
fl£sely that Heindell was known as Hidell. I have that affidavit and some things relat- 
ing to it. % point is that i Lifton was already inventing conspiracies, in this instance 
trying to involve an innocent man. (There is pretty general agreement that Oswald decided 
m Hidell because it suggestes Fidel.) 

I first heard from Lifton, who had an enormous telephone bill at all times, right 
after Whitewash appeared. He phoned me to persuade me that LBJ headed a conspiracy. This, 

L i sfktisjs 

by the way, he never abandoned. He phoned me when I was last in California, Tin L.&. 'then, 

A 

and ha I asked him if he still believed what I'd heard, that he said that LBJ and Dean 
$usk had met secretly througbut the State of Texas the week before the assassination as 
they conspired to flo the dirty deed. His response was he used to believe that but he 
had come to believe it was really LBJ and Alle^ -Julies. (I may have the sequence fce- ^ 

Husk and Dulles reversed, but he really belied bleat the chief conspirator was LBJ.) 

The night ^oisel drove Barbara Reid and me to take her home I got him to stop in 



the French quarter at a jazz place run by Glint Bolton, who'd been i homley , s friend 
and "agent" if getting hothing written and published means that 1'hornley had an agent. 
Bolton had an immitation of Preservation Ball in which he used records instead of live 
musicians. In conversation with Bolton I suggested that I could be of help toTiiornley, 
already under indictment by Garrison, as I now recall for refusing to appear before the 
grand jury, because I could interview him, give Garrison a memo on the interview, qnd 
had a reasonable chance of getting him to drop the charges. Bolton thought it z good idda 
and wrote about it in a column he did for a French garter weekly, but Idfton persuaded # 
x hornley that it also was a plot. He and 1'homley started an attack on me in an under- 
ground newspaper and I was foolish enough to respond at some length. It had worked with 
Philip Geraci III and it would have worked with {.hornley, but by listening to Lifton 


all he did was run up a large lawyers bill and keep himself in trouble until after the 
Shaw case decision. 

My first knowledge of Lifton* s belief that the JFK assassination was aJuBJ plot 
, f <M i°iC^ 1 

was when he phoned me after he readWhitewash/^he way he had it fugured out and he 

explained it at some length is that the Dealey Plaza preparations were b^ BRown & Root, 

Johnson^* backers, a large construction firm for which LBJ had done many favors and which 

repaid him £y making and arranging large political contributions to him. Idfton had two 

Brown & Root parte sof the Johnson conspiracy in Dealey Plaze. He said that in secret 

ESS Brown and $oot had tunnelled throughout Dealey Plaza and that shot^were fired at 

JFK from the sw e aworoc-tfant - eenneetod t o these alleged tunnels. How they could do all 


of that tunnelling without detection he could not explain as I now recall but he was in- 
sistent that it did happen, could not explain what happened to those tunnels. He nian 
had shots fired from a papier mache tree that Brown and Root placed in Dealey Plaza. I 
do remember asking him how the tree got removed with being detected. His explanation was 
that it was done at night. But he was quite graphic in insisting that one of the assassins 
was hidden in that papier mache tree and shot from there. Without detection, in broad 
daylight.lt will be hard to retrieve from the series of 5" reel of tape I have of 
reaction to Whitewash but I did tape this conversation. Later I tqped the conversation 
in whicn he d^ounded on the Rusk/Dulles-LBJ conspiracy beaause long before then I'd been 
warned that he taped all his conversations. What a tape collection he just have!!! 

There is nothing at all that Lofton could not make into a conspiracy. I that 

qkhAt Jf now go into contributed to his attack on me in the underground paper. 

One of the pictures of fhomley that Douglas ‘'ones said resembled the man who sfc 
pik£ed up Oswald's leaflet after it was printed had his hair parted on the side apposite 


that Oswald parted his hair. I thought it might be interesting to see whether he looked 
more of less like Oswald, meaning could have to others, with his hair ^bded dn the side 
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Oswald, used. But I did not want u arrison' s people to do this photographic reversal be- 
cause I was afraid that it might be converted into something it wasn't. I decided to a sk 
?red Nemcomb, a commercial artist and assassination huff who lived in Sherman Oaks, CA 
then. Pe had ^fone an excellent job for me of making large photographic negatives of two 
of the pictures of Oswald in the yard holding his rifle. This was to overlay them to see 
if we could learn anything about whether or not they were faked in any way. The result 
is probaly meaningless but it it interesting. Ttie facial edpresseions seem to be identical, 
as though the same head was added to the pictures, and when they are identical in size 
and overlay perfectly in one picture Oswald is markledly shorter that in the other at 
the feet, by about 4-5 ". Not then carrying typewrier after the^erience I'd had with 
the one that was intercepted and wrecked and having an illegible handwriting I asked 
i^ouis Ivon for the use of an office typewriter. There was none not in use so he asked 
one of the ojwmen in the typing pool to take what Iddictated in shorthand and type it when 
she had time. She was the oldest woiian in the pool. Her name was Lorraine. She offered to 
maxi it for me too, and I accpted that offer. Only inste ad of using a blank sheet of 
paper she used an office letterhead. So, Lift on immediately proclaimed that ^arrison and 
I were conspiring to frame Tnornley ! That it had no such purpose and that it could have 
been used to show that the 3ones identification was not of a man who looked like Oswald 
did not occur to that demon investigator, Lifton, who could see conspiracy in anything and 
everything and believed each of his inventions as soon as he invented it. tBsrcs4ee4ongci 
He and Newcomb were close inthose days b^t before long they were iiitermittently 
enemies, scrapping with each other and making claims to m^jor assassination discoveries 1 !' 

o- 

each climed the other stole from him. Then they'd make up, from the reports I got. 

A 

Lifton got to /know former Commission assistant counsel Lesley Liebeler who then 

was tr^ching law in Los Angeles . Liebeler trusted the younger man, the student, to have 

ant} 

access to his apartment his files. He had a rather large collection of microfilm, as 

I remember it, of Commission records thatHefc he'd stolen. Perhaps also xeroxes but I have 

tvi}/ 

on file a description of his collection of microfilm. So, Lifton stole from he benefactor, 
Liebeler. vHe and ^hrongly deserved each other!) ^y stealing I mean making copies 
when he was expected not to. I'm sure tiiat Liebeler did not want it known that he had tak<m 
any records with him when he left.) i cU&O j? (c Q 

Another rather^ stange matter was disclosed to me by Lifton hims/ef as thougn he 
were exulting about it.He saw to it th&t the New York Times would not trust me or my work. 

Peter Kihss,/a reporter on the limes, had twice weitten stories on the news content 
of each of two books. Why I have no idea but Lifton wrote and alleged I was inaccurate. He 
used as his example what I'd written about the uninvestigated matter of Zapruder's camera 
having been operated at any point in a slowpaotion mode. I not only quoted an FBI records 
that stated it ran at 24 frames per second, I reprinted that report in facsimile at that 



point in that book. I'd been trying for some time to get a duplicate of that camera but 
could not. I had a standing order with the local camera shop to buy one for me if it 
ever spotted one. The owner of the camera shop had told me the number of frames exposed 
in the slow-motion mode, I've forgotten the number and I'm not taking time to look it 
up. It later, as Lift on did not ^nowf^was^wrM|>^io I was wrong in a detail that meant 
nothing. Lifton wrote that the FBI agent when he wrote of the speed at which the camera 
ran really meant the speed of the film. Which, it happens, was close but not the speed 

I TvVVLL 

in that report, he also complained to the Bast what he knew was false and evil, that I 
should have made an effort to get the camera and check it myself. Before he wrote that 
I published and he had a lengthy account of how that cameraiwas hidden and how my writing 

I . t/Vl/VK ' ^ / 

forced it f rcc|liiding^' fy Bell & Howell into the Archives. There was a real rash to get it 
in the .Archives before my book appeared. That is the book that I gave a copy of tile manuscript 
of to the Simes before publication. I 'huty k- fj*- A PM 

From thi>$ and from other things that came back to me I got the idea that in his 
own way Lifton, who had published nothing but an imaginative article that conjectured 
conspiracies in Ramparts magazine was trying to ruin the reputations of all of us so he 
could^laim ownership of the subject-matter and all the meaningful work fen it. 

Which is precisley what he did in his Best Evidence. His own account is that his £ 
ggent persuaded him to reweite the book into a first-person account, in it he has no new 
|act, as distinguished from his theory, relating the JFK assassination or its investiga- 
tions. let with all the fact published long ago, he wrote the book to claim that he is the 
one who brought all that fact to light. On ^^lae^’and on file I have this detailed, 
there is no single part of it that was even possible and for the most part he knew he was 
actually lying. About which I am certain he then lied to himself so could appear to 
be convinced. His account is that the corpse was stolen on AF1 , removed from the casket. 

How that could have been done he does not bother to explain, which is th<? best way to deal 
with the impossible. There was never a time that virtually all of SFK's personal staff 
was not with the casefet from the moment it got on the plane and not a time when some of 
them were not there. Lifton then says the corpse, encased in a body bag, was offloaded 
from teh opposite side of the plane, which is impossible for a number of reasons, but 
restricting myself to a source he uses at this point in his book, William Manchester, 
there were about 3,000 people about 100 feet away. So, either none of them saw it or 
all 3,000 decided to keep it a secret. Lifton then has a second helicopter sneaking the 
corpse off to Walter ■ a eed Hospital for it to be altered there. In order to check om him 
I duplicated his request of the i ‘ i ilitary District of Washington. My F0IA request was for 
only those records that had been disclosed to Lifton. Included in them is much that in- 
validates his theory but with regard to tha ^second helicopter he knew that it had been 
used to transcport the military honor guard from Fort Myer and that after ifbbby Kennedy, 



who also had to have been party to the conspiracy Rif ton imagines, it was the first on 
the plane, both before any offloading undetected was possible. The second helicopter, 
indtead of Hying the corpse to Walter Reed Hospital for Idfton' s imagined alteration of 
the body, actually transported the honor guard to the Wavy hospital, to be there beforex 
the President's body got there. 


Idfton, still making it up as he goes, imagines another im^ossible^that he reported 

as unquestionable fact, that a second ambulance snuck^ the! hospital grounds 
^ ^ • _ * 
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though^ a back gate in the high chain-link £khskxx fence. That is whefee those multitudi- 
nous conspiractors really needed a second helicopter because as soon aas it was known that 
the body and party were coming there, as part of its crowd-control the Navy locked all kb 
except the front entrances and removed the guards so that no admiral could pull rank on an 
enlisted man and demand that he open the gate. 

That second ambulance was real, one of the few realities in the Idfton theory, as 
his own source, Manchester, wrote and Rifton read and elsewhere cited, that second ambulance 
was sent by LBJ's Naval hkspitul heart specialist in the fear that from all the Jeitement 
hBJ might have another heart attack. i£t had a cardiologist and the indicated equipment. 

Idfton cooked up his eockamanie theory that made him xkx dlimous and brought him 
large sums of money from his interpretation of an error in an FBI report by Agents Sikher? 
and O'Neill. They say that it was apparent that there had been surgery on the head. But 
lifton's theory and accrediting his ma|or supposed eye-witness, a then enlisted man named 
O'Connor, require that in Walter Reed the corpse was enciaed in a platic body bag. Only t 
the very paragraph of that FBI report that Idfton misues for his fame and fortune, makes 
it clear that the President's body was not in any body bag of hay kind^ ifer^didn 1 1 trouble 
his reader^ with that information an he made much use of that report. I do not recall 
that he reproduce sk, having only 747 pages perhaps believed iie lacked space. Mo I've 
checked the index. He has 32 citations to it an not one refers to it& text or its repro- 
duction. Obviously, he didn't aiire rislf having the whole thing that is based on that 
report blow up on him and he was fortunate, nobody checked it for any review or radio 
or Tv appearance# 


He even claims to have discovered that report, as though its discovery in itself Viaa 

bc'iAe 

any significance, x saw him do that on TV last month, with his bare face hanging out as he 

was promoting his VCR cassettte, which I understand is selling very well. 

Because I am make a record of a man who is not at all economical with his dishonesty, 

I provide the detail, without making the claim £ could make to its "discovery." I found it 

5/66 in going over the earlier-numbered Commissiorbocuments. ft was in 5 or 7. Paul Hoch, 
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then a graduate student and friend of Rif tons, as x learned later that year, was aiso work- 
in in the Archives and 1 toll him about this report. I was not then paying forties bee "Ruse 
I was broke and in debt and they were 250 a page. He asked me where I found it, I told hin. 



he bought a copy* afat I'm sure that is hofi Lif ton, when |khe^t had not been to the Archives, 
discovered" it, in Paul's hands or an envelope^ from him. 

However, if that is not how I*ifton made his sensational "discovery" there is another 
possibility. I was helping T 0 n Gervasi, Viking's public relations mar#, publicize Epstein's 
Inquest, something Epstein himself would not do.'^emd not even show at the booksellers' 
convention. I told ^ervasi how he could get this and other reports he could hand to the 
press and reviewers to promote the book that wajf competing with my one. Ion got them, used 
them for if" that purpose beginning the next month, June ,1966, and about two months later, 

~ -3 i/ 

when Epstein's book went into paperback, xeroxes, of x iitpn's historical ahd personal dis- 

„ / usti cLtc^Oa- 1>*4' Lhki&f^ r 

covery were in the press kitsh'^^made-'andr-gaVe outfso many cop^is they used two 

different machines. One made the copies a bit smaller. 

ufi-hrtr . i 

His record is that of a man who would coaim to have discovered America by paying 
for admission to t<>e Stat|4 of liberty. 

Assuming as I flo that one must make allowances for a man who has had emotional 
problems, as I understand he did as far back as 1966 from one who claims to have taken him 
to the hospital, and m ak ing all reasonable allowances for any such condition, Idfton's 
record is that ofl r a m i^kahly dishonest man. 

Because before, long, long before his book was out, I'd published six on the subject 
with more than any others had had on what his book is a taut, I thought I'd check his index. 
He has six references to me, one a gaxgkxEx~~baseless crack in his prtense that the eaMa 
critics all hated and were jealous of him in 1966, two to my threats “of FOIa lawsuits 

(none to the innumerable lawsuits that brought so much to light, but tbej^he had only 

/ 

747 pages) and the others mere passing reference, like to the six critics about whom the 

T 

FBI had been asked for rundowas the White House. In the course of this brief checking, 

I found several places where he jrsAd "discovered" what A had print ed in facsimile and he 

had fr^om my books. He is sick for creditj^forthe work of others { 

Beginning with '^hornley and Heinflell, he was not of much help to or about Garrison. 

%th his first phone call to me , the one that led me from time to time to refer 

to "The Jean Valjean" solution to the JFK assassination, I decided to initiate no contact 

with him at all and I never did. Whe^ as infrequently he did, fee asked fso something, I 

gave it to him. I remember his asking me for a copy of the picture I use in Post Mortem 

.‘its 

showing the President's shirt collar^ I drove into town had had a copy printed for him 
and then I had to keep after him to repay those relatively slight costs, ^e did not 
tfse the picture, of course, because it was not consistent with his "solution" and he'd 
not have dare^use it without credit because its source^ was too well known. 

Those who take the uncredited work of others on this subject usually follow the 
same practise, of appearing to he generous in their giving credit to sources but they 
do this to other than the authors of books or to those authors when it is meaningless 



nu 


in terms of bringing information to light. Ti/fck Thompson Jhd a novel one others did 

I 

not have to use because they could cite the sources I cited and did. In Thompson s 
Six Seconds in Dallas, which appeared after Whitewash II, he regularly cites, "according 
to a document recently discovered in the National Archives." In every instance it is 

‘t |l 

a document I discovered in the Archives and used in Whitewash II. There is no exception. 

^oidoy lfo.se had "discovered " them and I also had published them. 

Hark Lane took the cribber* s bait I J>ut in Whitewash II, identifying a document 

I used in facsimile not by the Commission's file number but by the Secret Service main 

file number, without any other identification. Lane cribbed it in A Citizen's Dissent, 

attributing it to the Secret Service, which had disclosed nothing. When he worked on a 

special JFK assassination" of tip ffcs Angeles Free Press for Larry Flyn^T the histleer or 

d Porlrj ; 

Histle y 1 magazine , Lane merely made^a negative photostat of the threat to court/martial 

to Navy personnel at the autopsy so black and white were reversed and it appeared not 

to have been copied from Post MmggtmxMgr«tMxIaortem . (.I^ctton useef it with a different 


apparently Kavfjjy source^ from the letters in his footnote.) Lane movedto N e w Drieans 
as soon as there was knwo ledge of Garrison's probe. He then went on a very profitable 
lecture tour, presenting hims^sf as speaking for Garrison. The college kids loved 


job. He gave both up for his assassination adventures that yielded frothing by an 
l _ 'l £J-# 1 104. 

impossible theory being supported, as I was told, by his surgeon father. His^ pnone bills 

were reported to be in the ^^0 $800.00 a month range by those who knew him in California. 

When he was appeared at the House Select Committee on Assassinations public hearings I 

suppose he stayed in Washington. When he was rewriting Best Evidence he stayed with his 

father at Eockaway -^each. Long Xsland.If he ever married I've not heard abjjut it. 

I lost track of Fred Newcomb years ago. I heard he' 4 published a book and that 

he moved from the Sherman Oaks home/office house to as area of the upper northwest 

where smoking~~naggx marijuana was not illegal. . 

This reminds me, there is a Dallas FBI agent named i^ris Eookstool who has never 

told me he is an FBI agent. He has phoned me and wrote me glowing ^raises and once promised 

to send me a rare picture of myself. % never did and when I learned that he is gnxk 

a Dallas FBI agent I wrote n£d asked for a copy. Earlier he had said that he got to 

Washington from time to time and would like to visit me. I extended the invitation but 

If’he never came. In response to my request for a copy of that "rare" picture he did send 

me a print or a xerox of it. Jt is in his file. I recognozed it immediately as having been 

taken in the Newcomb back yard in Sherman Oaks. I wrote and asked him how he got a cony 

By 

of that picture and he has not responded.Llfther someone who visted the Newcombs when I 

was there or the lieweombs gave the FBI a copy of it got it by other means but it was 
not provided by the FBI in response to my ftequests If all its offices including HU. 
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4s so often one thing reminds me of another, coming to Fred Newcomb’s n»mg in 
reading and correcting remnids Hi me of a strange business of an FBI agent ph™nn e me 
from Dallas, without telling me he is an FBI agent, writing me a letter of high praise 
and appreciation, asking if he can come here when on Washongton (I extended the invi- 
tation and he did not accept it) and telling me he has a ’’rare” if I remember his word 
correctlypicture of me he'd like me to have. He is Farris ilookstool III. When I learbed 
he is ab agent I got the file out, saw the promise of the picture, and wrote and asked 
him for it. He sent me a xerox, if I remember correctly, and no letter with it. It did 
not take me long to recognize the background of the picture. When the Newcombs lived in 
Sherman Oaks that had a swimming poll in the back yard. That and the little building in 
which Fred worked was most of the back yard. It was fenced in.So, I wrote Nooks tool 
telling him I identified the picture Q& one taken of me in the Newcomb’s back yard and 
still without saying that I knew he was an FBI agent, asked him if he would care to 
explain to me how he got the pictnca. I've had no response. I've been toying with the 
idea of writing him further and asking him what an FBI agent is doing with that picture 
and why none of the field offices or provided a copy with copies of the records re- 
flecting how they got it. I did file information requests with all components and that 
ordinarily would have been provided by the Los Angeles field office. I could write it 
or I could write the HU FOIPA branch but I have no desire to get the m^n in trouble. 
i his does reflect, of course, the widespread and deliberate non-compliance with the 
information-disclosure laws, which is not at all new. 

The only person I can recall visiting the Newcombs when I was there is an odd 
man who'd been an FBI informer, Harry -^ean. But as best I can recall, his visit was 
4t night. There wa a college student named Steve Burton who drove me around and I’m 
sure was there, but I’m also sure I never saw him with a camera. While I don't have any 
recollection of the taking of the picture, it seems most likely that the N ewC ombs did it. 

It is not a xerox. x t is a 5x7 glossy, black and white print, of me standing up 
against the wooden fence holding the rifle, like Oswald's, I'd just bought in -he fcos 
angeles area, without the scope, which I had affixed here in Frederick. 

I do not believe that the FBI itself was able to take the picture or had any 
reason to. I do not rule out the idea that it could have been offered to the FBI, al- 
though why it would wanitto keep it is not apprent.That it didJseep it, however, can be 

/ i / 

reasonably taken to indicate that it in one place or another has kept every scrap, no 
matter how inconsequential, aboht the critics. 

I think it is possible that Hookstool may be abit uneasy over my identification 
of where the picture was taken. In four plus months he has not responded. 
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The Federal Page 



Explanation of duplication with regard to red. Newcomb and. the 1 1 rare 11 pictures 

1‘ve been writing this over a period of several weeks, sometimes continuously and 
somethimes with interruptions. Apparently after reading* page 63 X had a few minutes and 

checked the hooks tool file and write that addition without remembering that in what I had 

not yet come to I’d gone into the matter a bit. I include the additional page at this 

point because it does hold a little more information. 

In tl inking about this further, when I had occasion to write Gary Schoener about an 
unrelated matter yesterday (12/26), because during and perhaps after the late 1960s I 
know he was in touch with Newcomb I informed him is of this business and asked if he 
could offer any information or, if he was itill in contact with Newcomb, ask him. 

Schoener got interested in the political assassinations while working on his master 
and then doctor's degrees at the University of Minnesota at i-1 inneapl6is. Wi^t" his doctoral 
thesis yet to write|f he started theWalk-In Counselling Center and with great effort, dili- 
gence and intelligence made a fine success of it. was, I believe the first psychologist 
which he is, or psychiatrist to testify against phScyiatrists who took advantage of their 
women patients. He and his center have won some significant honors, imcluding the top 
annual one of the American Psychiatric Association, 

He was a friend of tyincent Saladria's. Gary wa^ born in Philaaelphis , where as I 

A 

recall, his father was a high-school teacher. 

After his assassination interest got to be public knowledge he had some nnns nai 
experiences the nature of which t now do not remember. 

If this duplicates what I wrote earlier, it is because by now I can't distinguish 
with any certainty what I've py.t on paper and what was in my mind with that intention. 


While I have no apprehension over the FBI's having this pictures of me I believe 
that abent any police need for having and keeping pictures of private citizens who are not 
even suspected of any law violation is wrong for any po/ice agency, federal or local. There 
is and there can be no justification for most of the domestic intelligence the FBI indul- 
gences in. I am reminded that in the hundreds of pages of records on me it has dicslosed 
to me I recall no^ picture. No matter how strained o if ridiculous, each disclosed record 
has at least the pretense of an FBI function indicated by its file classification. It 
even phonied up excuses, but it did make a pretense of legitimacy. One example that comes 
to mind is some of its records on me as of the time I jfarmed. Some of its records of that 
period are classified as my being a candidate for government employment m in a variety 
of its "subversive" files and even under espionage. When 1 first began to mice FOIA re- 
quests and then filed lawsuits, those records actually have a "subversive" classification, 
'f,100.**Subversive Matter (individuals); Internal Security (Organizations); Domestic 



Security Investigations." The ** means "Security-Related Classification." For requesting 
information to which "any person" is entitled as a matter of law? This is a "subversive 
matter" or justification of making a "domestic security" investigation? 

^As filed in Los Angeles, Dallas, HQ or anywhere else in the FBI this picture would 
Yfr e D claSBif i°ation pozted on the back. It might also be in an "evidence envelope" 

,,that would have the file number and serial on it./ It ordinarily would have records re- 
flecting how the FBI got it. And t£ whom and to what field offices it was routed, as obvi^s- 
lyf it was^ from at least Los Angeles to Dallas. 

In Los Angeles the FBI did have "symbol informants" covering the Critics. know 
this from disclosure or records establishing it, the reports. They hold the referrals, 
including to Dallas. 

("Symbol" informants - the FBI does nkt like "informers"- are those whose use has 
been approved by HQ after a probationary period and whose names are replaced by an arbi- 
trary symbol in all records that might be distributed. The symbols begins with the two 
letters by which internally the FBi identifies each field office plus a number plus a 
latter or letters identifying the nature o^f the informer's service, as C for Criminal, 

S for security^ etc.) to isLMwd'hj • 

How the FBI obtained this picture may be a mystery but how it could have is not. 

It had to have been from Newcomb or from someone who got a print of it from him. The only 
possible exception is that someone else was there and took the picture without my remember- 
ing it. After all these years that is possible. But save for Harry ^ean, who was there at 
night and the picture was taken in daytime, I am confident that nobody was there when I 
was who was not supposedly at least a critic. 

This raises a question, why should any critic have any reason to give the FBI a jr 
print of this picture - unless he was an FBI informer? In turn, this justifies why 

any critic should be an FBI informer, or even a source for it. 

(There can be another possibility- theft. I have no way of knowing who could have 
been able to snitch a print w ile visiting the Newcombs and I know that "Rosse," who also 
used the name "Wilson, " was there. He had ELiassT claimed to have worked for the CIA but 
not to my knowledge the FBI.Jn Mexico City he also used the name Carl McNabb.) 

In checking my Newcomb file for a clue, and I found none, I did note that in 1968 
Lift on was claimi n g that I'd stolen some of his work. Thts is sick. There was nothing to 
steal, whatever he may or may not have done, because I had no access, was gnever at J&s 
place, and all he'd published was an essentially worthless Ramparts artic^v^fe’and Idfton 

f h m'H 

were m ak i n g this o&saM against each other. There was some literary thaevery but aside from 
an item ^firk nane stole from Epstein's Inquest, I recall none that was not from isy pub- 
lished work and I can't remember complaining to any of those who didJlteal from me. Those 
few critics I was in touch with tried to help each other and when critics were here they 



had unrestricted access tc everything I have.B^ I am certain X heard other such com- 
plaints find they were not the only causes of friction among the critics. 


Another was disagreement over approach to inquiry and what was factual and what 

was not. The latter, chiefly conspiracy theorizing, pretenses to having solved the crime 

or pointing to a solution, left me virtually a mniority of one. 

One of tke earlier causes of friction was the despicable thing that Lawrence 

Schiller, a scavenger if there ever was one, did to exploit the assassination. He made 

a deal with Capitol Records to make a record for history but neither he nor Caoitol 

/YYl^cte 

lived up to that promise or any royalty payments. 

Schiller made a good impression on Penn ''one, , who lived about 30 miles from 
Dallas, in Midlothian, where he published the very small weekly, thr Mirror. And rapidly 
became more and more paranoid. He published a number of books that consisted of his edi- 


torials and articles, under the title Foregive My Grief. Penn phoned me in some excitement 
to wholeheartedly endorse what Schiller was doing, from his own experience, he said. So, 
when Schiller asked to interview me I agreeda and I was franks. 

What nobody could imagine is thwt Schiller would go to all that troi&le only to 
edit what he taped beyond recognition and then, not satisfied with that, juts made things 
up to defame us all. 

After the record was out and he was going around promoting it on talk shows and 

he had agreed to appear on WWDC, in Washington, when he found out I'd appear with him 

• S' c ~ 

he refused the confrontation. \f,- 

Where he questioned me about Richard ^opkin and I was frank that appeared in the 
book as what I'd said about Sylvia Meagher, who took offense. I think that she was not 
satisfied when I wrote her, as soon as I saw the book Schiller rushed out calling us all 
scavengers, explaining to her what that wretch had done. ^ 

Ajc of the time of Schiller's interviews aside from Lane's, Epstein's and my books 
only Popkins had appeared. It appeared first as a lengthy article in the New York Review 
of hooks and then it was enlarged into the papier back, The Second Oswald. He pretended the 
article was a review of the three earlier books but he in fact used their content for an 
article of his own. It was quite some time before Meagher's Accessories After the Fact 
appeared. It was a great work! 3jhe long delay enabled her to expand and correct it after 
reading what else had appeared, but she in no sense plagiarized. Thd reworking probably 
befiefitted the book from something she^d written me in 1965. 

She was then, as she had been for years, an editor of the World Health grganixation 
of the UN. She was the first other critic I met, I thnik as a result of being shown an 
article she'd written for a small, probably socialist magazine. The New -deader. I phoned 
her when I was in New York. 

When I issued the limited edition in August, 1965, by xerox, I loaned her a chpy. 



After reading it she wrote me that if it came to a choice between her book or Whitewash 
being published, she preferred that Whitewash be published. 

The few places in Whitewash where the difference in density of the typing is apparent 
are places where she'd made constructive suggestions that I incorporated. 

(My wife had Retyped the manuscript so that when reduced in size by the offset 
camera it would haylT reduced to the size for a 6x9 page. When thereWere indications 
that the work might be stolen in France, 1 xeroxed those pages anqf copyrighted the first 
edition, in August, 1965. It thus was the first book, I'd finished it about February 15. 

The indications of theft, which ^ now do not remember, were clear enough for the French g 
government ot get interested and to ask me to speak to one of the consulate staff in 
Mew York u ity about it. He sent me to the consulate's lawyer, as I now recall named Stern. 


w 


1 have no way of knoing whether this discouraged what seemed to impend or not but another 
French publisher later, probably in the last half of the next year, pulled an exceptionally 

LA/ fr /TE iu tfj ' H \£'i~ C 

dirty trick, as befits his purpose. I have this in the ^ "book" file. That Frenh publisher 
cabled vSSflT request that i not contract the book in Fsance because he was considering 


it and would I reserve the rights for him for a rijfcith. I agreed. And within the mofrth he 
was out with the French edition of Mark Lane's Rush to Judgement. He had to have contracted 
Lane's book much earlier to have it translated, edited, set in type and manufactured. As 
I now recall one indication that the book might be stolen is in the "book" file under 
Gallimard, the name of a major publisher then, or the Gallimard editor, Michel Mort.) 

Why I finished the second part of Post Mortem, which I did in a rush, I sent a copy 

to Sylvia and asked her to edit it. She declined, for reasons I've forgotten but are stated 

Z' 

in her eltter, but she descibed the work as a tour de force of which she said that only I 

was capable. 

sspite 


i.e 3hhis compliment, I felt that out relations were not the same after Schiller 

pub/ishedh his indecency, "T^ie Scavengers and the Critics of the Warren Report." 

That she got hung up on Ed Epstein may have figured in it, although she later 

became quite disenchanted with him. (l think she developed oizerly motherly feelings abfeut 

young men she wanted to help and often did help, like Epstein, She could get quite carried 

away on such endeavors and with Epstein it shows in the introduction to her book. She 

reordered the appearance of the earliest bocks to make it appear that his was first. This 

was not accidental. One day when we were lunching in the UN cafeteria show showed me the 

page proofs, x noticed that and called it to her attention. It appeared unchanged. 

... -*•» . 

Hone theles? she was a brilliant woman, one of the most articulate ox people, and 

remarkable eloquent when she wanted to bep. particularly when she was angry. 

He marriage did nkt last long because her husband died. He maiden name was Orenstein. 

She never married again and apparently never wanted to. 

-Sharp as she was she appraently did not perceive that Epstein's book is with a right- 
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wing perspective and like Lane's, was intended to "get" Earl Warren and his staff dir^S- 
tor, M J. Lee Rankin, (Rankin was a mildly livberal Republican who had been solicitor 
general of the United States, the lawyer who represents the government before the Supreme 
Court. After the commission he was as I now recall corporation counsel for the city of 
Rew York, fk s assistant then had been his first assistant on the commission, Norman 
-.(edlich. Later they were in private practise and when ! ^ast hear/of Redlich he was 
dean of the law a school of the College of the City of New York. I have quite a file on 
the right-wing effort to red-bait him off the commission, the lead in that taken by its 
then member. Congressman Gerald Ford. The only Warren Commission executive session trans© 
cript that remained withheld after my FOIA litigation is the one in which Ford tried to 
red-bait him off the staff and failed. The only reason for withholding it is to protect 
FordJ Epsteinls method was to use staff members he 'd interviewed to pin responsibility 
for their failings on Warren. Lane used a somewhat similar method in a different way. He 
edited each verbatim quotation of the publish «/ testimony to elimomate the names of all 
the staff edcept Bankinao^lS^ his and Warren <>s nameTso that the reader could 
focus on them only. Bor staff counjel he usually said merely "counsel" said or asked. 

One reason Sylvia was disenchanted with W/ustein is that he shunned confrontation - 
was yellow. He refused to appear on WNIW-TF, the largest indepedent TV station in the 
country then, too times that 1 know of, once on the Alan Burke Show on which I did appear, 
making Whitewash a best-seller in that city overnight, and once on the show of six of us 
that was aired and then syndicated as The Anority f apart. I was in her apartment when she 
was begging Epstein to appear. Re refused. 

Once when he did make an appearance, by himself, on a talk show on WTO? radio in 
Washington and he misrepresented what T thought and wrote ^ phoned and he got hsyterical 
when the moderator, I think Boh Rayford, said I was on the line and disputed what he'd 
said. Epstein repeated over and over again, "I don't want to talk to himj" The only con- 
fronatjon he agreed to he did rather well on. I heard a tape of his appearance in Los 
Angeles with i-i ark Lane. He'd know Lane and was not afjfaid and scored points on him. 

Epstein's later writing Sailer bears the unmistakable marks of assistance from the 
FBI and the CIA, the latter until James Angleton turned the entire book around into a 
defense of himself and his colleagues when he was in the Ulk.fi ti in<\ fkl-if 

His next book. Counterplot, grew from an article in the New Yorker, like /opginfc£ 
had earlier. It was an assault on Jim Garrison. His next writing of which I am aware was 
against blacks, particularly the Black Panthers. I heard then Attorney John Mitchell 

plug that writing before it was publoshed. He clearly had help from the FBI with that 
content. 

Supposedly he turned all his materials over the Boston Allege but they have kept 
it unavailable. I tried, in writing, and it is on file. He thus got both a tax exemption 
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and suppression in which he did not have to figure. My file on his hook about Oswald, 
Legend, holds the evidence of the changes in that book after it was advertised, the 
chnjages that Angjeton wanted. 

1 / 3 / 91 * kt this point I went off o n still another tack. 1 intend to return with 
more on the critics. 

1/20/91 Instead of resuming with more on the critics, after the long digression and 
other matters that took my mind from these recollections, including the Iraq war, I 
resume wxth what a letter from former Dallas District Attorney Henry Vfade, received 
yesterday, reminds me of. 
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January 15, 1991 


Mr- Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 

Dear Harold: 


I had two young men from Baltimore visit me on Friday, along 
with a local person and we spoke at length about the 
assassination. I told them I got more information from you than 
anybody else but had some information at the house that I niver 
looked at. 


They told me you were having some health 
certainly hope get better. I want to wish you 
and I miss hearing from you. 


problems whiqh I 
a happy new year 


Your Friend, 
H^ftryTwade 


HW/sw 
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Mr. Henry Wade 
Geary, Stahl 4c Spencer 
6400 NUMB Plaza 
901 Main St. , 

Dallas, TX 75202 

Dear, deer-hunting friend. 

You should have been here! Sometimes they are within 20 feet of the house, often 
less than a hundred, there is still a record crop after a record-breaking hunt, and the 
amazing thing is that for all the over-population I've seen none that are stunted. 

T . 

x have setae a succession of health reverses, six successful operations since I was 
last there, all six followed by complications, but by and large I feel pretty godd and 
have adjusted to the limitations on what I may do that appear to be permanent. X 
through open-heart surgery about a year ago fine but then developed a kxs hernia at that 
Site they won't operate on unless there is some emergency. Second time the doctors did 
not expect me to survive the surgery. 

I'm glad yhu survived yopr heart attack so well and can be as active ad you are! 

We are part of a tough generation that survived what mos£ y&unger people have no real 
way of appreciating. 

I'm sorry you were never near here so you could see the archive I ' v« accumulated. 
About 60 file cabinets, mjstly fill, plus countless boxes. All will be part of a permanent 
and public archive at local Hood College, one of the bery best small colleges in the coun- 
try . Bjt means of modern electronic gadgetry they will make copies available to other edu- 
cations, institutions fir thise who can't get there. 

You mention having information at home you've nJOt looked at. If it is what I did 
not give you, I'd appreciate being able to see it, if you would lend it to me or let me 
have copies. 1 can't travel or I'd want to go down and see that information, you and 
other people down there. If you have nfe future plans for the information you have, I hope 
you will consider adding it to this archive which will be, I assure you, by far the 
largest and devoid on tne nuttiness that has gotten and continues Co get most attention. 

Shis remimds me. Olivet Stone and other Hollywood people, undeterred by having been 
induced to go for the fraudulent Kicky White story, have hired those who foisted it and 
him off on them to act as their technical advisers on another JFK assassination film or 
documentary. I see little possibility of it being factual and responsible. I've Bard that 
they have been working down there. XZH As a friend and not intending any intrusion, I urge 
you to be careful if you have anything to do with them. I've learned that those lH nrfg 0 f 
people make promises they do not keep, edit to suit their preconceptions, often juxta- 
pose to suit their own purposes, and can cause embarrassment. 

I hope the year is a good one for you and that you have many more to follow it. 

With all best^ishes, 

Hardld Weisberg 


7627 Old Receiver Hoad 
Frederick, Md. 21702 
1/20/91 
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Henry Wade was Dallas district attomejs when JFK was assassinated. In the course 
of tine, unlikely as it may seem, we became friends and I developed a likin g for him as a 
person and respect for his as a conscientious and fair-minded district attorney. I am 
aware of several cases M his office that reject a different evaluation of ±te~ rjn but 
they do not change my opinion. The best-known of these cases is Wade v Hoe . He is that 
Wade. Another is the case o|f ana: innocent blakc man convicted of murder. A short explana- 
tion is that in any large district attorney^ office the DA himslj&f is often limited to 
an administrative role and takes the word ofi those under him. I hope I do not forget to 
tell some of the story of one such assistant he finally had to fire. ^ 

Aside from his official function, Hnery figures in the Warren/FBI investigation 
mostly for two reason, the first kept secret by the Commission, the report to him tha# 
Oswald had been an FBI informant, the second his statement that as an Y&L agent he dis- 
pensed mkney and kept no record of it. T h e first of these matters resulted in several 
Warren Commission executive sessions that by BOIA litigation I brought to light and 
published t,In Whitewash IV and Pgst Mortem) In the second master, the FBI produced his 
receipts it still had on file covering some of his expenditures when he was stationed in 
Batin America and had taken receipts from local people who had been his informants, in- 
cluding even the President of that country. 

Before or aftei^"X now ddt not recall which, this Latin American service he was an 
FBI special agent assigned to the ^Baltimore office. He then covered the afea in which 
we live. 

I believe tha# Henry was always honest with me. He was so open with me he allowed 
me unrestricted access to his Jack Huby files. I'm sorry I waa then so rushed for time, 
running out of money as I was, that x had no time for making notes or copies. He had 
about five cabinets of this information, none of the drawers being close to full and 
perhaos so&e empty. It was immediately apparent that the FBI did n$fc trust him and had 
t&ithheld from him what it had not withheld from the Commission or even from me. I sent 
him copies of records I thought he'd like to have, even though the case then was long 
over, with Suby's death. 

I could, and did, walk in off the street and he'd see me immediately. There was only 
one occasion on which a had to wait and aiThe even apolohized for that. 

I digress to note that live begun a separate page for this to draw attention to the 
fact that as long as he lives I do not want it used, on the off chance some of it might 
be embarrassing to him. That happened once and I do not want it to happen again. 

The time I had to wait was the morning the State democratic leaders saw him to ask 
him to run for governor. In the end he declined. His explanation to me was that he knew he 
was well known in the Dallas area b$t believed he was not known well enough in other parts 
of thaj; large state. One way of looking at this is that he is not a man dominated bv eeo 

f> ,r/ 



or l im itless ambition. There is little djLubt that with his FBI experience and. many years 
of experience as BA he could have retired and gone to work at much more money for any pne 
of a number of law firms in Dallas. As his letter of l/l 5 reflects, kos he is of counsel 
to a law firm in his retirement. I believe Ms age, if not hislmtart heart attack, 
led to his retirment as 1%. DA. 

Hnery never doubted two things about the JFK assassination: that there had been a 
conspiracy and that Oswald was a shooter in it andporbably the killer. He authorized me to 

publish his opinion that there had been a conspiracy but after thinking it over I decided 

cviLu- 

not to because it was^hls opinion (and Governor Connally's opinioiy counter to the official 
story was not considered where consideration counted even though he was both governor and 
a victim) and because I feared it might have made serious problems for him. Those in- 

C 14 ifr- j j 

terested in the latter, see my file on the vengeance extracted from/tE^chirf of police. 


who spoke the truth only ab&ut what angered the FBI, in the subject file under the police, 
and the relatedXHMI^X # " Hasty ^.p a Flap" files, of which there are two, one being of 
the FBI's investigation of itself over it. urto Hu f-8l,bail(u 0<5u- a/J ' nt) 

He believed Oswald was an assassin based entirely on what Captain Will Fritz, who 
was in c^hrge of the invoti g investigagion, told him. He believed there was a conspira- 
cy on the same basis I did bu^ for a different reason. Not this. I believed that but I 
also believed and knew more. His reason is that the known shooting was beyond the capa- 
bility 4f any one man. 

The week he told me this was the week after he'd gone hunting, as I now recall in 

a party that included a son. At the end of the week he was the only one who bagged a deer, 

or some approximation of this. The, point is that he knows firearms and shooting well and 

ShOCrr / yia. 

he thus knew that the assassination^ was not by any one man. 

I should explain hjs short letter. Two Baltimore policemen friends, not as part of 
their work, developed an interest in the assassination and plan to file FOIA requests ahd 
if necessary, law suits. I've been helping them. Richard laybright has also become a 
collector. David Saulsbury has a master's degree in criminology. Aside from their own 
interests, they went to Dallas to help Harry Divings tonejj) coauthor of High ^-reason, on 
what I told them and him was a bum steer, that secret photos of JFK in the Dallas emergency 
room had been taken. Richard and a retired Dallas detective, Lavelle, have become friends, 
visiting each other. They were to stay with Lavelle on this trip. I believe~fexK he^is the 
"local person" in Hnery* s letter. These men also intnMed doing some work on their own. I 
suggested that they look Henry up and ussf my mane and give him my good Jfwshes. r J^e day they 
did they phoned with excitement, telling me that as soon as i they mentioned my his 
face lit up and he sjJOke warmly about me and as£ed about me. (He'd known onl^ of my 
venous thromboses.) The men are back by now but I've not heard further from them. Maybe 
I will on their day off. 



a house two short blocks from Barabara Weld's, ostensibl^to live there while he wrote 

the book he was writing. Tne Garrison people seemed to think he was OK so I trusted him. 

, 4-/ *7 A «- h ad 

(This is how he got to steal my klyea 16mm film, all that remained of what held filmed 

when he was the only photographer in the T3BD except for an army intelligence agent named 

Powell.) Palmer did not get much for his rent because he fled even before^ Garrison had 

us to his luncheon meeting. 

later 

I believe that all of us, Ivon, Sciambra and the other witting staff lawyers and 
A 

ialazstea the detectives Ivon had working f>cr me, believed that the actuality is that 
Garrison was directing Boxley, that Boxley had not on his own made all those things usp 
but was trying to support Garrison's notions that were lOQfi unreal, and that he had done 
only what he knew Garriaon wanted done. But I'm reminded/. 0 

Several months earlier Ivon had asked me to interview the late Douglas Jjones at 
whose small printing block just down the street fromvte*. Oswald worked, at the Keily 
Coffee 6o. to learn what I could about the printing of the handbill, "Hands Off Cuba!" 
that Oswald distributed. He also asked me to tape the interview clandestinely, something 
l'd never done. They had a rather amateurish rig of a Samsonite attache case with a 
,M>relco cassette recorder fastened securely in it. They'd drilled a small hole in one 
comer for the microphone but they had no way of turning the machine on or ts off without 
opening the case and doing that by hand. Boxley wanted to go with me so one of the 
detectives drove us both. I did the interviewing. Boxley just listened^#. 

I had a miscellaneous collection of yoictgres, some mug shots from various juris- 
dictions, some of people who figured in Garrison's investigation, and several of Oswald. 
h ones looked at all of them. He picked out four different pictures of one man. Even one 
of him with a beard. It was $erry thoraley, who *d been in the %rines with Oswald. Jones 
insisted when J showed him the Oswald pictures again that he wa not the one who had 


picked the print job up when it was done. 

I told Ivon what I d learned when we got back to the office. Boxley disputed it, 

1 \/m* 

and that did make me wonder. So., I got. the tape and played it. Boxley apologized, and the 1 )? 

5 ct a Mb v 

tape disappeared. Later I got Salandraj b n to arrange for me to interview Jones and the woman 

who then worked for him, Myra .Silver . Sciambra accompanied me. They agreed to be a$pe 

recorded ,J[ interviewed each separately at her home, neither k'nowing which pictures the 

T 

other identified. Independently each -Selected only the same four pict ures of ^homley. 

I have that tape. -£• didn^t give it up or lend it to them and with Sciambra present they 
had no need for it. 

There is so much about Garrison and his "probe" and his castfc against Shaw that it 

AA- IVfrf ;/ , 

to to the best of my knowledge''recorded,.and He has rewritten his own history in "fee book, 

c\ fiuTtMj ft rkt.fUuts - c 

so while I've digressed I'll digress more, of personal knowledge^ 



But first x must confess my own failure. 1 made a serious mistake in assuming that 

Garrison had his case against Shaw when he filed the charges and was interested in seeing 

what else he could develop. I tended to excuse his many statements in which he contra- 
ct 90 n/t FQ • F Ci-F 

dieted what he had said earlier as his own kind ofi disinformation opera tionrSKcT his 

affinity for those I regarded as assassination nuts to his liking of ajioting audience. 

Sylvia Meagher was wiser and more perceptive. She described him as an ayn Band character 

and she was always critical of him. She even c ,n tribute! money to one of those he was 
I ~th t *1 K -ft) £>* 

gong af tei%/Tsho uld have been more critical and I was in a better position for that 
that she was because I was in New Orleeans many times' and she did not gcjthere. Ij4lso 
allowed myself to be conned By some lies by and on Garrison's behalf, by those on his 
4 staflf Jr did not believe would lie to me. 

in retrospect I'v' 1 e wondered if there was an element of wishful thinking. If so, 
there is no excuse for it. 


JUAM, £ j 


On occasion I did openly disagree with him, something he disliked intensely. Once 
1 really bawled him out for breaking his word. He had considerable difficulty remaining 
silent and the anger showed in his face. I then thought that Sciambra, a former amateur 
boxer with a fullback's body, was about to jump me. CS^-t iswvd IF (l 

Borne however, like ^enn Jones, lived their belief that he could do no wrong, ^hus, 

-hen /enn learned that Boxley, Ms friend, had been fired and that how he'd been fired. 

Penn wrote an article for Ms paper, She MidlotMan Miiror , a weekly with s circulation 
of almost a thousand, denouncing Salandria and me as CIA agentjs -eat to wreck Garrison and 
what he was doing. 

To refer to Garrison as an aynd Band type and as a liar is to fall very far short 
of portraying him in a compreheMsble way. 

$e is impressive in size, 6 '4", in Ms carrffetj in Ms voice and the way he "'sues" 
in Ms manner, wMch is not infrequently of sopMsticated tolerance, when he seems to 
doin^ exactly what he intends to do, talk down to an inderior of* less-informed person. 

He is articulate, can be eloquent,, draws on an excellent background in what he says and 
writes, fine sense of humor, sometimes so dry he seems to be humor les^un til what he 

said is understood. He can be charming and gracious and he can also Mde Ms true emotions. 

f^e can be principled and to ad^er to Ms principles at risk to himself. 

When he had Layton rJ artens under indictment for perjury and Martens drove a kMfe into 
a mans gut , perhaps, I do not now remember, killing Mm, and the police charged Mm and 
arrested Mm, Garrison dismissed the charges in the belief that Martens could have believed 
he was acting inself-defense. 

$e once charged a prominent Bourbon Street stripped not because he wanted to or believed 
the law was a good law but because Ms job was to er^orce the law. She was convicted. After 
her conviction he did sometMng in her interest, like opposing any jail sentence or insisting 



that 0 her young children need her. In the controversy that followed he was on the verge 
of being disbarred but he won before the Supreme G 0 urt. 

Except for the flaws that Sylvia f'feagher perceived he would have been a great and 
an outstanding roan. He is, however, amoral. 

Of the many illustrations, his book is one of the best. It is best as an illus- 
tration and it is best in the complete lack of any inhibition in the boldest and least 

pjsi' 

inhibited of lying. In using fehe word l mean also to make it without question that -I am- 

rex av flf* 

not referring to Mi^t could be accidental untruths, again, I have personal knowledge.? 
Possibly the time they expected a hit on me beccause I refall clearly that I 


was in a room at that approximate location and on that side of theFontainbleau, I'd gone 

jjA,- 

to be late and was hardly as lee o when the m phoned awakened me. it was a good friend, 

C ous t" 

the former reporter n arve Morgan who then had perhaps the top-rated radio talk show, on 
the CBS clear-channel $0 kw San ^hancisco Station, KCBS. Knowing Harv would not phone 


lM6*-at that hour of the morning without something out of the ordinary causing it I asked 

the operator to hold the call. I got out of bed and got the tape recorder and the suction 

microphone I carried in the event I conducted an int^ifview by phone. 

Harv told me, with some detail, of an alleged mafia plot to kill Garrison. The details 

included the people behind it, where they were located and how it would be done. MksHxhKX 

■bk& / 

He said he'd been in touch with hiss police and had partial confirmation. 

When we finished ralking, with misgivings, I phoned (.ouis Ivon. He was in his college 
final exams and was then going on little sleep because h\^e was also working mo r0 than full 
time. When I finishes he told me he'd pick me up in less than a half hour and we'd go 
into the office and confer with the others he \-;ould phone. I remember xxxxax t one was 
sFim Alcock, later a judge, after we spoke l ga£& them the tape and they went off to 
themselves to listen to it. I’d suggested that •£ do several things. The one I remember 
is to notify the FBI. After they listened to the tape they told me go sahast ahead. 1 


have the FBI's records on this. 

They also decided to send Boxley, who always carried a pistol and knew how touse 

■pie. s* n e is & Altos'*' 

it, to join Garrison and protect him. Garrison had gone to *i.lberquerque to speak at the 
university. 

i. Liven his departure was bizarre. He asked me to got to the airport with him, 
loisel and Bordelon in the front seat, at the airport I went up to the ticket window 
with Garrison while the others parked the car. 

"My name is Robert Levy," the best-known and most conspicuous man in Hew Orleans 
told the,, ticket clerk, who took a double-atek.'lou have a ticket for me." 

got the ticket, the others joindd up, and we walked to the gate, Garrison and I 





cl 


chatting. At the gate the detectives entered the pAflne , telling him, "Wait a minute, 
boss." I assumed, as he appeared to, that they had some security concern. When they came 
back they told hik it was OK to enter and he emplaned. As we walked back to the car the 
t*o of them told me, "Boy, did we fix the boss up! Me told foe stewardess who he is and X 
that he is a big man with a big appetite and she '& giving him two steaks . 

(sjje ridiculousness of the concept thqt he neede§^security precautions, of the 
Robert Levy assumed name and then the blatant advertising of his actual identity, not that 
the stewardess needed it, to get him an extra steak!) 

The speech aparently went well and next i~ heard the pair was in the new and 
quite expensive new hotel in £os angeles, Century something, in a suite. K-e rit - 

Next, more slapstick. A package was delivered to the hotel for Garrison. Boxley 
V-q 

grabbed it, rush to the bathroom, filled the tub with water and held the package in it 
long enough to wet the bomb he automatically suspected. When he was certain the wetness 
was thorough enough, he opened the pakage. It contained books, a gift to Harrison! 

Most of this, almost none of it, is in Garrison's book. - L n a sentence or two he 
says he was at the universoty to make a speech and then, pretending that Boxley 1 s coming 
was a complete surprise, although his office had discussed the alleged threat and sending 
Boxley out several times that day with him. Garrison then portrays himself not as the high- 
liver he was but as ar frugal and determined to s me every penny. He says that he demanded 


to know what Boxley was doing there, wasting his scanty fund$ and then sent him packing 
back to Mew Orleans. 

Only 1 he few of us privy to the reprted threat knew that he and Boxley spent brisk 

lavishly on thie Los Angeles'vastsT’vacation and the entertainment of the local ^arrison 

My 

fans who paid court to him. But he unabashedly pretend/to a non-existing frugality that 

is so foreign to Ms lifestile and so directly the oppo jfzjL of Ms self -representation 

in Ms book. He lied in saying he sent Boxley back when he kept Boxley at Ms side in L.A. 

In Ms account of firing Boxley he is as economical with words as he is with truth 

and fact. With the barest mwntion od the incident not one of the few words of wMch even 

J A p 

ijfeuggests what actually h^ppend, and the reader hasn t the vaguest idea of what that'was^, 
he says that he is indebted to ^ince Salandria for alerting him to Boxley 1 s role. I am 
not mentioned. 

I recall another bizarre affair that I do not recall Ms mentioning in Ms book, 

I 

althoug my recolection may fail me on this. 

ft e filed suit in WasMngton courts to obtain f or use in has Shaw prosecution^ 

the so-called Oswald rifle, the pictures and X-rays of the autopsy and a few ocher things. 

The case was before Judge Halleck. Garrison sent one of Ms assistants, fouma (right) 

£ 2 > 8 &T> a ^ t ’ \ 

Zreistel up to argue the case, with -jjemadr I, Bud; Fensterwald assisting. About ten the Mght 
before the hearing Bud phoned me and asked me to meet him at the^oslyn Circle. $e had 







no time to explain, he s;dd, but I should, be prepared to spend the night and be in 
Washington the entire next day. He met me there, led me to his home, and waiting for us ^ 
there was his then law partner. Bill Ohlhausen , and I think Jim Lesar,who had not yet 
taken his District of Columbia bars but was a license d lawyer in WiscaJ' nsin, Be was a 
member of Bud*s Committee to investigate assassinations. Bud's own CIA. 

The Department of Justice had played a dirty trick, filing a documented pleading 
so late that had there not been a leak to Bud it would have remained unknown to us fcmtil 

■rfe were in court, when there would not have been time even to read it. 

Bud divided the work. The lawyers would analyze the pleading and be prepared to 
respond to the arguments in it and I would analyze the astounding document attached. 

It was the report of a peaa~ panel of forensic experts convoked in secrecy by the Department 

of jfTustice about a year earlier and another, shorter report by the path two of the 

anthologists of the autopsy. Both ffioups had 

autopsy and each had filed those recoaids kept .secret for so long. Assoon ~as 1 saw' it x 

. ' * 

was remi hse - ded of aca letter to the now-defuc defunct Vfashington Star from a pathologist. 


His letter of several years earlier, prompted by some controversy over my first book, was 
written to defend an argument I'd made and to provide a basis for it of which I was ig- 
norant. Under what is known as The Pittsburgh Code, this pathologist had written, the 
pictures and X-ravs of the autopsy were and had to remain government property and they 


could not leggal have been given to the 


estate. Remembering this I suggested 


6SllS.1l6 

a legal argument based on it, of ownership, on which if we prevailed, the geverBsest had 
no right to possess, leave alone withhold, those material. Bill Ohlhausen rushed to a 
nearby hospital and returned with a copy of the code. The pathologist had interpreted it 
correctly. 

There was no time for a careful discussion, no time for the lawyers to tell me the 
kinds of things they were looking for or could use in the medical reports and not being a 
aawyer J had no ^S^rel^he legal questions they could raise based on it or the uses they 
could find for it. So I proceeded on the ^^man ' sxtagsxx approach, if the government used 
!^ e we had to find what was wrong in them orfEhat they did not support the uses the govern- 
ment made of them. There also was no time for writing out any notes of explanations for 


the lawyers. I made a few, rudimentary notes as I read the reports and underscored the 
information in them that in a layman's understanding they might be able to use. Vfhen there 
was time I explained to them, briefly, that the reports did not support the conclusions of 
the Warren Commission but in fact proved the Commission was wrong. The reportd actually 
proved that no one man could have done the shooting attributed to Oswald alone. 

Vfe had, only because someone had so late called this to Bud's attention^ this one 
copy, with no possibility so late at night of having another copy made. It was used the 
next day by the expert witness he had arranged for, Dr. Cyril Wecht , a pathologist who 



is also a lawyer and who then was cornoner of hllegeheny bounty (Pittsburgh) , Pa. I ex- 
plained what I'd found in the reports, showed him what ws^ underlined and why, and he 

CUL 

did provide th£ testimony, frem an accredited expert, and subject to cross examination. 

His testimony withstood the cross examination. 

/// coufrf 

The— nex t , morning Bud did not act as Garrison's counsel before the judge and he did 
P 

not sit with Sertel, he sat in the audience. I now do not recall why, but I sat with 
-^ertel, I'm sure for reasons that included the knowledge I had of those reports that 
he did not have. 

Judge Halleck had the reputation of being independent, of not being a government 
rubber stamp. If he recognized me he did not indicate it but yecir<$ earlier, when I farmed, 
he had visitedfre on Saturday afternoon, This was in connection with the time that he, 
tex^en practising law, not yet a judge, spent with young people. I do not recall how 
he knew of me but it is my recollection that he wanted an invitation to bring some of 


N 

them to the farm so they could see eggs hatchi^, play with the chicks, gather eggs, things 
like that. I am sure ir extended the invitation but he did not act on thst invitation. 

He was the son of the conservative Republican leader in the ^use of Representat- 
ives , Charlie Ralleck of Indiana. 

The morning went well but at the break for lunch Relearned by a phone call to 
Bertel npjt it was from a call to him in the courtroom just before lunch, that we learned 
that Garrison was withdrawing from the case. BWd and Bertel spoke to Garrison or his office 
during the lunch break and Bertel would not put me on the phone as I asked. I tried to 
place a call myself but nobody would accept it in Garrison’s office. 

'when we returned to the courtroom I did not sit with Bertel and when the judge 
returned, before anything started, I walked forward and asked to be heard beeause neither 


side knew what it was talking about and because both sides were misleading him. Before 

he could respond I saw the marshal coming up to me and I sat down. Halleck ignored what 

I'd said. I sqt and heard what then transpired and on the spot halleck ruled in our favor. 

«Ie left jjust^n time for me to get to my car in the parking lot and turn the ignition on 

to hear the CB^" network radio news. The lead item was that Garrison had withdrawn from the 

/) Jl/ KMsj J 

case because fit was some kind of government trap. AJFTER he'd won. a PSER the judge ordered 

the g overnme nt to d elive r for his use in his p rosecutio n the very evidenc e he hied asked for 

Welcome ±o the Garrison booby-hatch 5 
nb crwfh j ^ hM 

CL had agreed to be what lari's on call d— hid& "Deaiey Plaza" expert in the trial. I 
told Bertel I would not be there, that I'd have no part of such a travesty, that they 
were all phonies and incompetents, and that they would also be rewriting history as the 
government had. and when I got home I cancelled my reservations for an early morning plane 
fa on Sunday. TharMtas -a—-' at u r . lay , Ihe he "aring was on a fiiday. I was already packed 
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for the trip, the many records I was raking in a number of shoulder bags. 

Saturday the phone calls came from Garrison's office. I recall from Sciambra but 

do not recall the others. I was persuaded that the withdrawal from the case was not by 

(garrison, who was not in hew Orleans, but by his^assistant, Charlie Ward. I was assured 

that when (Garrison returned he would nullify what Ward had done. So, I agreed to go there 

as schgd^led and did. I was taken from the airport directly to the hone of another of the 

assistant &1 Oser lalso later a judge), who was to do most of the in-court work, 

assisted by Bill Wardell, if I premember, the name correctly (and I think later the ggsi 
a & ci P a Am iy>> 'Srfdt j'* ^ 

united States attorney in d ew Orleans/and we talked about the case they were going to 


develop in court. Jt wa; then that ^ /learned about their case, how they intended to 

proceed, what they intended to prove, for the first time. 

I’d assumed that garrison would not have started the prosecution without knowing 

what he was doing and without a solid case to present to the judge and jury. He'd tests 

travelled the length and bredth of tlje oountry, been on radio and TV and in countless 

interviews proclaiming Oswald's innocence and I was then learning for the first time that 

the very basis of his case was Oswald's guilt. I stayed with them, tried to argue and 

reason with them, until they broke up about 5 p.m. I then told them they would loose, the 

case, why they would and should lose it, and that 1 would be no part of it. 

I sent to the Herron's and phoned Sertel to borrow overnight the reports of those 

ffoLM 

medical panels and when he refused to let me have it I phoned alcock to ask for art. I had 

no car then but Bertel refused to give it to me at Herron's. He insisted that I take a 

cab and meet him at the corner of the streets on which thegeir office is. I was there and 

waited some time beforehe appeared, and that night I started the work that beame the second 

3-7 , 

part of Post Mortem, 

T^e next morning I went to the office but did not enter the courtroom for the 

beginning of the empanelling of the jury, although the Hei York Times reported that I 

was sitting at the counsel table, in fact I was not in the courtroom at all. I had told 

them all that unless they changed their aporoach I wa3 leaving on the noon plane on Thursday 

iS^- 

and I did. Until then I worked away on the text of those reports. 

and, as I’d predicted, they lost their case, ■‘•t took the jury only about an hour. 

3htrw had taken the stand and had testified that he could not have been the person 
identified as having been seen with Oswald at Jackson, La. , because he then was so busy 


renting space in the new ITM building that was being built he did not leave town at all. 

I 

Whether or not he was guilty, and I think he wasn t, his alibi wag false and I could have 

of 

proven it. fte had had nothing at all to do with renting space in the new ITM. building. 

r -w/ ^ 

Me had, in fact, signned the congtact for the Biookxield interests of ^mphis to rent that 
space and x interviewed and have on tape the statements of those who did the actual work 
for Bloomfield. I don t know why Shaw lied but x presume it was to avoid conviction on 



basis of testimony by persuasive, impressive witnesses who incorretly identified him. 


w hile his false swearing did not :psasi have to mean that he was guilty as charged 

it could have had that effect on the jury. ,, . , 

Garrison's 

In retrospect I am glad that I was so offended by utter insanity in Judge xaft* 
Hallech' s court^ impelled me to separate myself from the prosecution^ba miu^ Jlf those 
lawyers and Harris on had know/4hat Shaw was lying them mightj/bave convicted an innocent 
man. Who, it happend, did not have long to live anyway. 


sure that gpocg Garrison was unforgiving and resentful. As his book reflects. 

^•n losing his case he did not lose his popularity. He was re-elected and he set a 

A' 

recod for the number of consecutive terms served as Orleans Parish B.a. 

A 

Shat is |puisiana. As he once told me, in touisiana the biggest asset a politician 
can have is to get aaught in the wrong bed. 

Providing an opportunity seems to have been his way of life. 

Orest r ena, who had emigated from ^uba long before Castro's revolution, was a 
Wrren Commission witnes and tvhe woner of four hew Orleans bars. Oswald is supposed to 

\a 

have thrown a spectacular dunk in one of them, the Habans-Bar and Grill, on Decatur Street, 

j i 

ths stret that at that point is next to the Mississsippi Biver. after he saw the fiell edi- 
tion of Whitewash he phoned and told me that if I* d come down he'd give me another book. 

Ke did not do that but he did introduce me to a number of people who were helpful, in- 
cluding his bartender who was on duty at the time of that drunk, Bvaristo Hodriguez. 
Neither Ewy nor his wife spoke Snglaish and Orest's had such an accent that none of 
tte people in Garrison's office could typrxtkHximamagxiptxxIxha±ictgx 

transcribe the ajtpes. The long and short is that Ewy says it was not Oswald and he and 
several otjrn’s said that they saw either this man or Oswald regularly in the presence 

f t ttitU, 


of another man who was never .mention f'Orst said this other man said he was a Mexican 


V 

newspaperman. I was never able to carry that farthur in any way. 

fivvy seemed reluctant, as best I could interpret his expression and the length of 
his discussion with Orest before I started asking questions. He was home and confined to 
bed. I asked Orest what his sickness was, Orest told me he had the mfrnps. Which I had 
gotten when a soldier in World War II, when it turned into painful orchitis. Orchitis 
can render a man sterile unless he stays off his feet. When I started explaining this to 
Orest, the doctor seemingly not have cautioned Ewy, his mien and that of his wife 
change 4 and he was anxious to be intervoewed. I think that none of them distinguished 
been infertility and impotence. 

Orest was, for a while, very friendly. One week in early 1968 he insisted on taking 
me to supper every night and we dined, talked and drove around New Orleans as he collected 
what was in the cash regist rs of his four bars so that money would not be there to be 
stolen. 



One night, after we'd dined and he’d driven me to the Fontainbleau so I could type 
notes ir rather write them out in longhand he and Garrison both phoned, in the opposite 
odder. Garrison was to have akate supper in the motel* s dining room and asked me to join 
him. Then Orest phoned with something on his mind that he thought Garrison should know. 
There was a whore he knew- what was talking about having sex with Garrison and 3 fee thought 
if that got around it would hurt his reputation. X urged Orest to join us and he did. 
Garrison was not embarrassed and he thanked Orest for the information. (Before too long 
his wife left him, taking their five children with her.) 

Rowing Nancy Perrin Rich* s reputation as "3" do I think nothing she says can be 
ejblieved without confirmation but I was given a tape of a phone conversation with her 
made when Garrison was interested in her and her past and Herrin. She told thatinter- 
viewer that she was going to let it be known that she’d had sex with Garrison on the sofa 
in his office and he wasn't much good. I have no idea whether this is or is not true but 
it is a fact that he did have a sofa in his office. 

Orest was as /^paranoid as Garrison. 

The second time he phoned me, in 1967, he said he was phoning from the hospital 
while he was waiting for the X-rays taken of his head to be developed and read, fife said 
that "they" had just leadpiped him. i-%. late 19 .7 or very early 4968, before the time 
we supped every night one week, he bought himself the fanciest, most purplish Cadillac 
he could find, 1 asked him why. ge said that "they" had caused an accident that totalled 
his other car; that "they" were trying ti? kill him; so, fuck iti he'd live it up. 

Garrison had a hernia that had needed attention for a long time but he refused to 


yu-ur- (p 

have the surgery because he thought "they" would kill him in a hospital. So he waited until 

4 

he could persuade the doctor who had a rural clinic to keep the other beds empty for the 
period of his confinement. He then took a crew of his detectives to guard him around the 
clock for about a week. 

along with his rampant paranoia Garrison was remarkable careless, really stupid. I 
saved him from another disaster when he allowed himself to get involved in and to support 
a phony book that was really an operation of the I'rench equivalent of the CIA, its SDEC1. 
Warren Hinckle, then editor of Ramparts now a San Francisco columnist, was one of the 
means of feeding it to Garrison. The other was Hunckle'd collaborator, that former FBI 
agent Bill Turner. The book, by then already written, was titled "L' Amerique Brule." 

At Sarrison's suggestion it was retitled "Farewell america." It is the most 

libellous book I've ever seen. And it has virtapLly nothing on the JFK assassination in it. 
It was printed as I recall in Belgium bu£ nobody in the U.S, would handle it so some copies 
were mailed in from Canada. I saw'lT _ part of it in a xerox of the typescript in Garrison's 
office and later I got a printed copy, probably from iiim. 



/ 


At the time of the French student strikes in about 1968, when Garrison was into this 
stupidity, he sent Steve **affe to F ra nce to investigate the background of tlnat book. Steve 
was then a student in I think motion-picture work in a Los angeles college. He'd become a 
fan of Mark Lane and A ' A ark persuaded Garrison to hire him as an investigator. He had no 
background in or experience in investigations and he did nothing t^at could be used in 
Hew Orleans. But when u arrison sent him to France he used that time to take pictures 
he could use as a documentary on that student strike. 

The man behind the book, so far as is known, used the name James Hepburn and on the 
^ ^ fly ' J 

book the name~iferVe Lamarre *j He said he made the name Coburn up, the pun is in French, 
because he loved Audrey Hepburh. (J 1 aime is Jt love.) Steve came back with quite a few 
French calling cards, including of officials of SDBCL to whom lamarre had introduced him. 


2 have xeroxes of some. 

As I think I've mentioned, Ivon used to lend me a Chewy II that nobody in the office 
would drive. Marly one morning when_J was staying with the Herrons Matt got a call from 
Jaffe, who also spoke to me. He and namarre were in Mw Orleans, at the -Antchartrain 
Hotel, and they were looking for a projector on whiclfe) they coould show ^arrison the film 
made from Farewell America that he had agreed to endorse and support. Having redd the book 
I was aghast. I told them I thought I could arrange it annd offered to pick them up. When 
he got in the car Lamarre asked me if I'd mind driving him to a place in the French 
quarter for a few moments. I've forgotten the name of the woman who used her name in the 

_Coal Scuttle." (I'd phoned Garrison' s office and tipped Seiambra 


business, " 1/ / 1 i a dC J 


or Ibon off . ) after Lamarre returned to the car I managed to get lost to take more time , 
which was to give them more time, and then drove them to the office. Ivon et al were 
then ready for them and after spending a few minutes with them he threw them out of the 
building and told them not to dare return. Or else! The;- fled, calling to me to open the 


Set 


trunk cf the car so they could t&:e their daa g?*aeZ ~IUggage . I guess they'd gotten garrison 
out of the office and he thus could not ee see the film he'd promise to endesee endorse 
that, with the Shaw trial pending, might have gotten the case thrown out of court. 

inter that afternoon I drove to Vilierie' s Coal Scuttle and took pictures of it. 
loung Mrs. Vilierie had a most unusual busines. She sold, in that warm climate, bagged 
ooal and wood, and only between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. She certainly did not make a living 
that wayi 


I do infer the possibility of an intelligence connection and that reminds me.... 

. Adam* 

JPear^ Andrews, a Warm Commission witness and an offbeat lawyer who spoke his own 


kind of picturesque jive, even in the court rooms, took a liking to me when I looked him 


up. Or at least seemed to and acted as thought he did. When we parted conannvthat afternoon 

JEo lfU*t 7 

he invited me iFa jazz jam session that night A hot cat who blew a hot horn was coming 
down from Ginncy for it. I've fotgotten Bean's instrument. 
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If Clay Shaw's troubles began with Garrison's inagination, Garrison's imagination 

Ot\rY~'2 Y\ '■£$ t f/'b 

was set in motion by Andrews'^ testimony. He said that Oswald had come to see him in an effort 
to have his discharge changed to honorable and that when Oswald was ansested a nan he 
identified as Okay Bertrand phoned him, in the hespital, to ask him to represent Oswald. 
Beeause he was hospitalized, p&idrews phoned his lawyer friend Sam Monk Zelden to ask him 
to represent Oswald. Zelden confirmed .nflrews ' phone call and its purpose to the FBI and 

the afternoon of my first visiif Andrews toldtoe that the Commission's questioning led to 

/ 

some confusion, that Oswald qas not with some gay young men but was in Ms office at the 
Oswald 

same time. but nau no connection with them. 

They'd have been less cramped in the outer office, the secretary's. # Bean's was a 
very small room, I canyt remember having ever been as in as smala an office. 

¥e were interrupted by a couple of calls to him, from gay clients. One was from 
an obviously frightened mail, from Bean's end of the conversation, trying to calm him down. 

It seemed that tMs man had gotten word that a wanted criminal, a murderer, was returning 
to lew Orleans from H ) uston to kill him. TMs murderer had a criminal Mckname, not The 

JL 

Terror, but ttyat kind of name. 

pean, who was a very very short man and enormously fat, leaned back in Ms Swivel 
chair and accompanying what he said with the gesture of squeezing a bug between Ms 
thumb and middle finger, said, "then The Terror gets heah he'll be on MAH tuff, and 

if/ 

i'll get him.' 

$n the tMrd day following, a Tuesday, the Siam salmon-colored first page of the 
BveMng papey, the State-Item, had a banner headline on Ms arrest for a murder. 

Not long afte that phone conversation the door to the outer office opened and we 
could hear a woman's footsteps as she walked to the doorway to Ms dfffaa office. I stood 
up, he gave a warm geeting to "Pat," and then introduced me, to saying iP "Hal, tMs is my 
favorite Mece, Pat ioung. " 

She came over to me, saying as she dikx took those two steps, "yiSou are the only 

TT 

one who treated Uncle ^ean W fairly," and she kissed me. 

-hi their conversation she told Mm that she ' d gotten the job in Washington and 
had come to tell him goodbye because she was leaving Phi iday morMng. 

"Where are you going to work?! 1 asked her. 

"I can't tell you," she said. 

I had agreed to participate in the Bast Coast Conference on American Civilization 
a couple of months later. I was in New Orleans and had to leave to be there. It was at the 
Walter Johnson High School, in Montgomery County. Mi® It was for the most gifted st Mgh 
school students on the east coast. Lunch for those of us who spoke to and with the students 
were given lunch in the teacher^' lounge. 1 had just sat down when Pat /bung came in, with 


a man she introduced to me as "Weisberg." He was, he said as we ssk chatted, a psychologist. 



"What are you doing here?" I asked Pat. She just smiled. 

But between her saying she could not tell me where she was going to work in 
Washington and ter presence for a purpose she would not/state at this place where so many 
gifted students were strongly suggests that she was in intelligence and that on that day 
she was looking for promising recruits for the future. 

Garrison's explanation of his interest in the JFK assassination that ended in 
the Shaw case y&t the tike of the assassination, on a tip, he had picked David f~err±e up 
and let him go when the FBI and Swore t Service had no interest in him) is tliat he was 
on an airplane with Senator Dong and in their conversation Long indicated disbelief in the 
Warren Report. That, Garrison always said, is what caused him to go over the Warren 
SS&s lie port and its 26 volumes of testimony and exhibits, which were his starting point. 

J?e an volunteered a different account, ffe had a nicname for Garrison, “'The Jolly 
Green Giant." Be told me that "the Giant walked in here one day last November, t rew a 
copy of Whitewash on the desk, and said, 'Dean, you should read this.'" t ^' Z " 

It was not easy to know when either Andrews or Garrison was Celling the trtuth or 
taking liberties, sometimes extreme liberties, with it. But when Garrison was first in the 
news both the Washington Post and The Times of -London had stories along the line of what 
Dean told me. 

"Ttye scenario guiding New Orleans District attorney Jim Garrison in his investi- 
gation, of President Kennedy's assassination can be glimpsed in any bookstore," George 
u-i % P 

Lardner wrote^ "The investigation is Garrison's but the script/ q - ap nopr apparently started 

I I 

with Harold Weisberg, former Senate investigator and author of Whitewash. . * " 

"The mysteryof the rather mystifying investigation of the Kennedy assassination 

now being conducted by i,A r. Jim Garrison, the Attorney ^eneral of New Orleans, has been 

cleared up. The source of much of his information is Mr. .Harold Weisberg, the author of 

'whitewash'...." The Times Sdiid. 

nt three different points Whitewash was the first book to draw attention to Dean 
Andrews testimony. and with it the first attention to "Clay SHboceS; Bertrand." 

Shaw was well-knogwn as a homosexual in $4w Orleans, and that did not keep him from 
being respected, for his literary accomplishments and for his management of the ITM. With 
his name "Clay" it is not difficult to imagine Garrison concluding that he was Andrews' 
Clay Bertrand, knowing Garrison as I do. and Mitewash did report what Andrews said was 
confused and in error, that Oswald was accompanied by homosexuals, 'jd&s would have 
convinced Garrison even more. 

(i— sh o u ld note that the FBI li ed- to nn - i n - frnH -s r, L - jj i t hnrf jy' T nn 

the^figaB B^ s ren alX ^hs=4 ^k)riigrtfnn XL liad —e n - Shaw. It-ch bd aj g fc. I got from £5es ji 

summary report, meaning that both HQ and its source, the New Orleans field office, had the 

u/h'^k t o-eu. 

^nder^yjn^ inform ation on what that report Wt^shasaiix based. It said that an FBI 



informed it that he had had sexual relations with Shaw and that Shaw had sadistic iQg&x 

tastes. Had the FBI given the Commission and the attorney General this it would, in the 

light of Andrews' testimony, have been confessing that it had not conducted the thste 

thorough investigation of which it boasted. r !o his credit Garrison made no disclosure 

of what his detectives took from Shaw's home under a search warrant. A reporter, knwing 

that the police are required to file with the courts a return on their search in which they 
%-C'Tj 

list what they sfeezed, got that information from the coyrt records. - L t included an 
assortment of chains and whi p~i~l2 _ and unusual clothing. Shaw'S lawyers said these were 
for his use in the Mardi (?ras parades in which he participated. But Lynn £ oisel told me 

Cv w-j/ jpT>- i-j" h .1 yX 4 ^- x _ 

what would not be included in the search-ssaa warrnht return, (that there were several 

large hooks screwed into the cieling of Shaw's bedroom. He also said that around them were 

smudges, like could have been made by sweaty hands.) 

If I had his book here for my notes to remind me there is much more , i could include 

on Garrison^s amorality and his dishonesty but before retrfuhing to what I was correcting, 

I add what always amused me, an overt plagiarism from Photographic Whitewash, page 9. 

One evening he'd asked me to visit him so we could chat in privacy. Vie were in his 

den, which was to the right of the entrance, s small room in whidfo he had a desk and 

bookshelves behind it. He wanted to know why, if as he believed, the CIA was behind the 

assassination, they wanted JFK killed. I'd given that much thought but I also didn't 

want to start or fortify any of the many 7- started, rumors that ought not, x believe^ be 

presented to the people as established fact. I told him if he would keep it confidential 

I'd go into that, and I did.^ 1 , ^ */ Sfo'**.- ) 

He was working on a speech he was to deliver to the California Frees association's 

annual banquet. He wrote everything out in longhand, on legalized yellow pads. I've 

see*» him spend hours writing a simple press releass, but when he finished it was ecellent 

-1 

prose. lie picked the pad up and read to me an awkward~piaga±>a~piagiarism that he 
irleoustui^e ; d*over^ I asked him isf he had A hotographsic Whitewash. 

"Of course!" he replied, "Wouldn't be without itl " as a bene ficiary^/ 

I asked him for it, he handed it to me, and I read, about ■Lyndon Johnsc&i/ about whom 
Garrison waS going to talk in that speech: 

"No matter how pure his motive, no matter how humble his gathering of fagots 
(if it is humble he is) they stoke a witches cauldron and he is thought Macbeth." 

Unabashed, Garrison said, "I thought it wgs ^familiar, that I'd read it someplace." 

I recommended that he use my exact words, not a paraphrase. 

He invited me to that banqueigt to hear his speech but x had no interest in wasting 
time or money that way and gave him no answer.lt happened, however, that I was in Berkeley, 
speaking to students at the thiversmty that afternoon. I don't know how Garrison knew xx 
I was there but while I was speaking, and it was toward suppertime, gaul fi e Xi och, then 
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a graduate student, came up to me and told me I had to end the speech, that Garrison had 
phoned, and said it wqs imperative that I <poejt §t that banque/t. Paul and other students had 
already checked the plane schedules and arranged to drive me to the Oakland airport to 
®aet catch a plane that would get me there in time. They'd also arranged to have someone 
meet that plane and take me to the banque?t. 4 seat had been reserved for me, Paul said, 
and it had been, at a table with people l knew. 

/tter we ate Garrison made, the speech he/ d been working on t hnt evening nml Iit t . , , « 

srutiij USj & + 

iw'hen he got to the U 3: Bonfl -Bin Buno~~gart, the idea coming from the ap-cfc pgue ~ 't 8 whi tewash~T^^ 

Ur JrLk' ^ 

and to that -gathering of fagots, Garrison broke up and reverted to his awkward and stumbling 
paraphrase. Nonetheless, his speech was very well received and loudly applauded. 

I think my use of 'fagot” is what broke him up. He actually believed that Johnson 
was bisexual, he knew that Shaw was gay, and he had a teteea^jr he had people working on, 
that there was a circle of we/athy and influential business and industrial leaders, in- 
cluding arounf} John Kennedy, who were sado-massochists and were part of “he conspiracy to 
kill JFK. 

^ 

This particular insanity might have resulted in xxathExx a disaster **&&&■ if * had 
not by accident blundered into it and the people he had working on it when I was in Los 
/lngeles. Former 9 FBI agent Bill Turner wa£ involved in that, too, and he had a fellow 
who used the name "Jim iiose ,, j 2 and said he'd worked for the CIA in the project. Hose, it 
turned out, was quite willing to go out and get what Garrison dreamed about. And I was 


in the KBJ newsroom when he came in with some of this "evidence " 


the afternoon 


after he'd learned of Garrison s interest and the identify of some of the men he believed 
had this s/m ring. 

Garrison's theory wa3 already fact and those working on it for him accepted as fact 
the utter nonsense of these men, the names of whom I've forgottnen save for a couple, 
getting their wives together for a hen party while they had their own s/h kick with drugs. 

Hose had ^ one , he said, ths to the home of one of these millionaires in the Los 
Angeles area and retrieved several hypodermic syringes that could be tested for drugs. I 
asked him how he got them and he said from the garbage. 

xhls was in Art Kevin s office and I don t now recall how 4- undermined that vicious 
add baseless operation, but I didn t trust $>se at all, never had trusted Turner, and was 
able to abort that. 

Hose, it fumed out, wa* also involved in SBLCE's feeding of its fake book to Garrison, 
along with -dinckle and Turner, 

I have a means of recalling one of the names u arrison tried to involve in his non- 
existent male s-n ring, Pierre Salinger, who'd been JFK's press secretary. Toward the end 


of October^', 1968, 1 was the house guest of one of JFK's lady friend, Joan Hitchcock, a 
wealthy and beautiful woman who had a mansion on Metropolitan Avenue, San Francisco. I 



think Iwas returning there one afternoon, winking with Paul Hoeh, when she, was leaving. In 
any event, l took and still have a picture of with her. We spent*to^Jf was y on my 
next trip^to tape as an oral history with her on her relations with JFK. And Joe Kennedy's 
effort to break it up. And what she and JM discussed, sie'd said that he mode it clear he 
was in love with Jackie and wondered if she was two-timing him with as I recall a rather 
well-known architect, any event, ^iga never in San fkncisco again ^nd hhe is dead. 

40, I told him about this vicious theory and asked her if she had gotten to know 
Salinger well enough to have an opinion. If she was truthful i,V her smile and in her 
words , both indicating personal knowledge, she denied it as described him as “a gentle lover. 

Ulce £0 many of the authors of books of conspiracy theories, hooks that pretend in 
one way or another to solve the crime or to point fingers at multitudes of assassins with 
high-level sponsors, Garrison never had his ffet on the ground. He poured endlesly over 
the Commission's 26 volumes looking for clues to hidden conspiracies and he fenced he'd / 
detected a number of them^ike his non-existent s-m sex ring he found codes where there 
W4re none ’ 311(1 devotin S all the time in which he did not hold court with admirers to 
such childishness he never saw to it that the nuts and bolts t of anything that could be 
called an investigation "S^were aiever in the stock room. It was filled with all the zany 
plots he dreamed up. There were readi^y-availble lead* to be followed in Hew Orleans^e 
never set them down to assign them to his detectives or to keep them where they c nld be 
consulted when interesting facts turned up depite his avoidance of fact and evidence. In 
tact he had nobody trying to keep informed on such things as Oswald's activities or 
associates and where the Commission's records disclosed leads that were not followed, he 
axso did not follow them. The only person in his office who knew what was developed, most 
of its valueless or silly, was Garrison himself. 

"hen he learned from me that it was not Oswald who picked up the leaflets he ,:ti s - 
trxbuted from the^ones Minting Company he pilad no attention to it. My leTad on this was 
PHI records I used in Oswald in few Orleans, which he read long before the 4 al started 
but he did not follow that lead. From Steel* in his presence I learned that there was another 
person with Oswild when he picketed the ITM but Garrison was indifferent to that. I'd learned 
this from Jesse Gore, who had run or been active in Garrison's first campaign for Ha and 
Garrison knew that Gore knew Shaw^,jforked with him, had his own offices in the ITM build- 
ing and had seen and reported tlS^picketing, but he never spoke to Core. I learned from 
** I records that ^ sw - ld also had another associate when he pitted the carrier Wasp with 
his leaflets but Garrison did not follow that lead, a lead that could have been productive 
because the fingerprints of that person were found on the leaflet the jflice got and filed. 

A Secret Service record was my lead for proving that Carlos Bringuier/a Commission witnesss 
Garrison also interviewed lied about when Oswald was in his fctore acting openly as a pro- 
vacatejxr , which /fringuier did not detect, lied about when Oswld was there and thus dstablished 
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an alibi for his other actions that were important to Oswald but this was no lead to 
fofow for a man whose mind was devoted to ^ephemeral schemes. ^Bringuier, as 

± learned from a meber of Garrison's own staff ko waf mt part of that "probe" was 
known in the 0 uba n community as "el estupidesP' The does not means stupid It means the 
stupidity.) I got the proof of this with the help of >S335ie "Pixie" and through her I 
learned of the exceptional experience of a Commission witness to Oswald in Bringu^'s 
store and when I was working on that. Garrison broke his word to me. This led to my 
vmgorous protest over which I'd expected Sciambra to attack me. 

Philip Geraci III and another boy named Vance Blalock were in Bringuier’s store 
when Oswald was. it was not in august, as Bringuier testified but in Nay. They were looking 
f ° r l)iviafs of Civil Patrol cafet uniforms, the same CAP that Oswald belonged to and at 
times .cerrie was ac~ive in. The same Ferrie Garison would have charged if he had not died. 
U do not take time for it here but when Philip away from home and ^ringuier knew it 
he sent the boy to where he was the vistim of a gang bang. 




another Commissionjwitness Oswald's age was Frederick O'Sullivan, then a how Orleans 
policeman and on its sex squad. Two paragraphs of tin his testimony were suppressed when 
his Commission testimony wa$ published. Those too paragraphs reported Ferrie’s record of 
sex charges involving young males. *M>fhis Garrrison had no interest except to theorize 
that Oswald was gay. O'Sullivan recruited Oswald for the CAP but Garrison never bothered 
to learn that. It wa3 in Garrison's office that J got the juvenile report on Philip a s a 
run-away and of the involvement of Bringuier and "Pixie" in it but Garrison was indifferent 
to that. But he did subpoena Philip to testify before the grand jurl* three times. Philip 
just ignored the subpoena. Because of what I'd learned from “Pixie" I made a deal with 
u arrison-if he'd leave the boy alone I'd interview him and give him all I got. He agreed 
and then, before I could return to flew Orleans, called in another of that group of young 
people who were freid/Ts of each other and used him to build a false record on this girl 
and to defame her. after my fight with him over that I interviewed first geraci's parents 
^he was then in Viet Nam, where he remained until his father was electrocuted in an 
accident) and then u eraci, in the presence of his mother and the family attory^I then 
learned, with the mother's confirmation, that as soon as ferrie died O'Sullivan and the 
Jefferson Parish detective who handled Philip's run-away case had kidnapped "hillip, out 
of Garrison's jurisdictoon, where he then lived, and held hjjf hidden for two weeks while 
they questioned him. They clamed to be working for Garrison, who knew nothing about this 
And even when I learned this, with confirmation. Garrison had no interest in why the young 
man, with these connections of Oswald a^id^ri^guier and^ the CAP of Ferrie 's day, was kid- 
napped by police and kept hidden and questioned^ ^ two weeks. It might mean nothing but 
it certainly is provocative and did justify at least the questioning of the police in- 
volved in what could have been so hurtful to them if they'd been caught. There had to 



IV 


tyu 

some reason for this unusual police behavior but Garrsion did nothing about it andjvon 
opposed ray questioning or trying to question O'Sullivan. There was little prospect of 
his telling me the truth without the support of that office so I did not try. 

j- have no reason to believe that the police assigned to him were not competent 
in normal police work or that his lawyer assistants were not competent prosecutors. Two 
of those lawyers became judges and one became the Waited States attorney for ^ew Orleans, 
and aside from Sciambra the"'se were the three lawyers most active in the Shaw case. And 
the basis of Garrison's charge was that there had been a conspiracy to kill JBK. Jt was 
in the quest for evidence that established the existence of Conspiracy that he'd filed 
suit for access to the federal goeemment's evidence, and he did send at least Boxley to 
Dallas looking for evidence of a conspiracy. Boxley did interview the doctors, as I learned 
when J interviewed some, and he turned at least one off by his approach and manner. But 
Garrison never learned, as I had from the very 26 volumes he pored over, that they held 
the most probative proof that there had been more than one shooter because at the time 
they examined the corpse/ they identified the shot in the front of the President's aeck 
as being an entrance wound. It is apparent that Oswald could not have been in the sDfeth— 
floor TSED window shooting away and simultaneously in front of the President shooting 
at him from there, ij developed other proofs of this that Harris on also could have 
developed had he the slightest interest itf fact and proof or had he not been lost in his 
childish theorizing.) 

0e so dominated his assistants and they were so utterly lost they were not even 
able to get addresses for serving subpoenaes and they asked me to get these addresses 
for them. I got them from the Washington phone book! Garrison also wanted to subpoena 
n-llen Aulles , a Warren Gommissioner and former CIs head. He mailed the subpoena to 
the law firm where Julies had worked in Hew York °ity but which he^d left more than a 
decade earlier. 

■“i is not possible to exaggerate the incompetence, the silliness, the utter 
unreasonableness of that entire operation or of Garrison's exuding his control and superior- 
ity. He alone knew alx She re was to know and he controlled all his assistant did — and 
did not - do. and today he believes, or at least said in his book, that his investigation 
was frustrated by the CIS! The probability is that he realljs believes it. But whatever 
the CIS or the PBI did, they had to do nothing at all to have the Garrison "probe" 
end in futility and failure, ^r to be the enmormous disinformation it was, disenchanting 
even more concerned and troubked people. 

"Pixie" is Bione, a young Catholic woman who pronounced her name "Dayan," as in 
Koshe Dayan, and among the many incredible things about her is that she wrote not only 
Hebrewm but biblical Hebrew, whaffich is rwely seen today. #he was also the most natual, 
most uninhibited, spontaneous and accomplished liar I've ever known. I spent, and often 



wonder if j. wasted, more time with her than any person other than Jerry Say. I taped more 
of her than anyone else, by far. My wife transcribed some of those tapes, and I was 
fortunate that, x selected of what I got from her what was productive when I followed 
it. and she was daring, too. 

Once when X was staying with the Herrons and she was living in Baton B-ouge, she 
came to see me with her boy-friend, Jack Wersing. (Wersing typified many of the young 
people x met in Jew Orleans. He'd come there more or less to quit the world. He was a 
mathemetician but there he worked as a book-store clerk. When the utility coupnay dis- 
connected his electricity by mistake, it was three months before he called the mistake 
to there at ten tin. Dione lived with him for several months.) She then had one leg and 
thigh entirely encased in a plaster cast and was on crutches, wearing shorts and a 
snort-sieved blouse. Bn route^the Herrons, Jack with her, she'd stopped off at a liquor 
store to steal a half -gallon of JcsB Scotch for me. ^, ; ..ck cofifirmed that stolqrl it. 

She was a sharp observed^ too. when ^learned that Sciambra and Ivon had called 
Haul Akvas in t© quesion him in a way that would be hurtful to and would undermine her 
credibility, I'm sure at Garrison's dirctions, and I discussed this with her while waiting 
for xvon to bring him in lor me to question, she told me what slight laannerisms would 
indicate that he was uneasy and that I'd be getting to him. She wa correct. X acted on them. 

She was very expressive, in her own kind of frive and slang, she sketched well, and 
one year she had a business of hand-decorated -“mas presents painted on shaped masonite. 

We still have them. 

snowing her many deficiencies, 1 nonetheless grew to like her and she developed a 
liking for my wife although they'd never met. She for a time had a way of gypping the 
phone company and called us often. The conversations were long and when she knew I was 
not home she'd phone and chat with til. 

bh* had a ^onda scooter and thought nothing of driving it into the Fountainbleau 
courtyard and up to my room, long before daylight, calling me first to tell me to"get 
decent." and she knew many things I thought unusual for one so young. She surprised me 
when for a while I was the guest of Marge Kirkpatrick, whose don Bodfrey was in the 
assylum at -^ckson at which Oswald is supposed to have applied for a job. She said she 
knew Godfrey and I thought it was one of her tall stories. But when she had told me how 
the rooms were arranged, I wondered, and then when she visited me there, I taped her and 
Marge as they chatted and she detailed to Marge, who did not remember ever seeing her, 
how the furniture had been arranged before Ai arge had shifted it around, and iJ arge said 
it had been that; way. She flashed an astounding collection of credit cars made out in 
her name and Sciid tnao one, ox an art gallery, is one she managed for the CX&. &ho 
can know? She told me she was a narcotics informer and she happened to be in that office, 
in the basement next to the garage, of the building in which Garrison' suffice was^ *r 



happened, that when h went there to check it out t file saw me about as soon as - saw 
her #onda parked outside it. She came odbrt and said merely, 'ifeidn t believe me, huh?" 

Once when I was questioning her she took a gold chain with a Star of David from 
around her neck and jdia.ee d it around mine. She said she had an aunt who was a nun and 
who d had some of these stars blessed by the pope. X did not want to accept something of 
value, as gold is, but she insisted and we finally compromised on my taking the xa±xx 
star and her keeping the chain. 


hast we heard of her she was in iA ouston. J)he told us an impossible tale of 
having been stabbed in the thigh and jumoing out of a second-- or third— storey window to 
escape. She was in jail ther for a while because she wrote me from the jail and got the 
letters I wrote her there. 

But about x hilip and what related to him, she was correct and she was able to 
identify the pictures of all those Garrison had questioned when I showed her those 
pictures. Yet * never knew hey to even glance at a newspaper. How she knew what she 
knew, except about Pnilip and other young people she knew, I was never able to decide. 


She had claimed to have seen Oswald at one of the camps in the "ew Orleans area 

Cuban'S 

that had been used as training Gaabs for an invasion of Quba, some pe rhaps real and 
some certainly a scam for getting money. Garrison decided on Good Friday, 1^68, a 
holiday in Hew Orleans, to have Jim alcock, an assistant later a judge, and ivon pick us 
up and drive us to the are$ to see if she could locate that camp. She demurred, saying 
she haa not been able to recall the landmarks in that rural area on the other side of 
Lake Pontchartrain , but knowing that alcock was a devote Catholic and did not want to 
work that day, Garrison had insisted, alcock was angry over it but that didn't mean any* 
tiling to (jarrison. The four' oe us sat in the Fontainbleau coffee shop drinking coffee and 
chatting. She had been talking about the Cla base or statioijfchief in lew Orleans, a name 
not generally known, and said she could not recall it. She excused herself "to got to the 
little girl's room," started toward it and then returned with a sly grlnj to say she had 


recalled his name, "it is Sareoncx heake." it was. 

bhen we got into the car she excajlimed "What are you doing with" and she gave the 
man's name "car?" r f|[ey wanted to Know how she could identify the rather expensive car 
ta /fen from a criminal and she asked instead of responding, "\Can you still smell the stuff 
when it rains?" That surprised tfoem/because this gangster had been into dope and when it 
rained that stuff could be smelled. The police never found where he'd hidden ^ A ‘ 1 ' 

iind she was only 20 or 21 then. She relied that she'd known the man well and once 
he slipped some dopei^to something she was drinking and almost had an accident because of 
it. 


I may h ve wasted much time with her but the "Pixie" file I have holds the makings 
of an entertaining novel with movie potential. She wqs a st r^a g ^jf person and that was a 
strange interlude along with the information potential Garrison never tried to use. 
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12/l 8 Garrison, a truly gifted man, is from my observation both tragic and comigr. He 
is tragic because of his failures, which include missed opportunities and the damage 
he did to the credibility of all criticisms of the official investigations, which really 
were non-investigations, of the political assassinations that had the effect of a coup 
d'etat and that disenchanted so many Americans and destroyed their confidence in their 
government. He is comic because so much of what he did and said was so ridiculous, so 
often, as he espoused some new theory presented as unquestionable fact, he was bliss- 
cully unaware that he was contradicting himself and^he had only a few days earlier 
also had stated as unquestionable fact. He was never embarrassed by his own contradictions 
of himself and he regqrded anyone who perceived these foolish things as foolish and 
said anything like that, or just disagreed with him, as working for or to serve the 
interest of the CIA and FBI. 

Only in Hew Orleans could he ksd have made such a public clown of himself and 
emerged from the spectacle with even more popularity. After he was so devastatingly 
defeated in his Shaw prosecution - it took the jury only an hour from the time it left 
the coprtroom until it returned with a unanimous decision to acquit Shaw- he was re- 
elected for the record-breaking third time with 10,000 votes more than he needed. Jim, 
who as an aduiy decided he would rather be known as Jim thafc/ w«®^v/the names he was given 
at birth. Barling Carruthers Garrison, once told me that in Louisiana the biggest break 
a candidate for office can have is to be caught in the wrong bed with a woman not his wife. 

Once some startling new "solution" suggested itself as he was pouring over those 26 
Warren Commission volumes or holding court among sycophants and just running off it the 
mouth, it became real to him* I have no doubt that he genuinely believed most of the 
nonsencical, impossible things he mouthed off. Mes* sf Ou^ 

With all that effort and all that opportunity he accomplished nothing positive, 
only the destruction of the credibility of criticism of the official mythology. 

He did file charges, however, against several people. I remember bean Andrews, 

which I'm sure he was reluctant to do, and Kerry Shornley and Layton Martens , the latter 

a friend of $avid Ferrie. but they were acquitted or he dropped the charges. Yet if he 

saw the possibility of accomplishing anything at all by convicting minor figures, that 

would have been easy. He could have nailed Bringuier and Thornley on perjury with no 

difficulty at all and with that destroyed the credibility of Warren Gommission witneses 

on whose testimony it;£ portrait of Oswald was based. I've indicated some of -Bringuier 's 

false swearing with respect to Oswald and their contact. Thornley filed a false affidavit 

in which he identified John Rene Heindell, a companion of his and Oswalds in the Marines, 

as Alex H*idell , a name Oswald used. And even in his misbegotten Shaw prosecution, with 

what the courts permitted, had he taken a serious approach he could have examined the 
corpus delicti or the body of the evidence alleged by the federal government and shown 



connecting door and pushed what was called a "spike mike" into the hole. It was connected 
to a reel-to-reel recorder that took a 7" reel and at slow speed would without interruption 
record for 7 hours. They also placed an IM mike in i&e^room and they did not heed my 
complaint that I*d not be able to activate it if anyone were there with me. Their "wire 
man's" name was George, a nice but not very imaginative man. He taped this small transmitter 
with its mike under the straight chair, ^his mean I had to reach under t4e seat and 
fumble around to activate the switch, which would be rather conspicuous. I preferred 
keeping it in^aj^cket, the way they were used most of the time. The devies, shaped like 
and about the'W of an 8mm Minox camera, fit into a pocket easily but t4 a t would not do 
and the one time I would, and as it turned out should have used it that was impossible. 

Barbara Reid was a sort-of Madam Lafarge of the French Quarter, where she lived on 
St. Philip Street not quite a block from the riverfront. She was very anxious to help 
Garrison and this made me fear that, particularly with her TV experience, she would talk 
to the microphone and perhaps embellish if I were to tape record an interview she knew 
was being taped. He place always had people coming and going, so although J interviewed 
others there, I did not want to interview her there. S 0 I asked her out to dinner, which 
required a baby sitter. And of HI the unlikely thirgd, I was able to persuade David 
aferrie's godson, Morris Brownlee, to be the sitter. I picked Barabara up in a cah and we 
returned to the motel, where we ate and then went to my room so we could concentrate on 
the interview. Knowing that the place was bugged I made only perfunctory notes. We talked 
st some length, for hours, with many promising leads I did not note because of the bug 
that had been checked and worked well and ttissfejae- the tape^uld pick up all we said. 

At about 11 we were talked out. But I was to await a call from the detectives 
before &ak±ng her home. They were to drive us there. I was kind of awkwqrd when we'd 
finished just sitting around and ma k i n g conversation, more so because i could hear noises 
through the connecting door. Then the phone rang. It was "oisel and I pretended I did 
not expect t/ye call and asked if jra he could came and give me and ^arbara a ride to her 
home. They delayed an additional 15 minutes to pretend they were not closejby. Then Loisel 
knocked at the door and we got into the car he'd moved only a few feet. 

When we got back to the motel and went th there room we found consternation. All the 
tape had was gibberish. And outside the door was several overflowing restaurant carts with 
innumerable empty beer bottles and food contfainers and residues. 

Hew Orleans then did not have a football team and it& domed stadium was only in the 

hoping and planning stages,, But there had been a football game on TV an d once the four 

detectives heard Barabara and me enter my room, they turned the and devoted 

their undivided attention to the TV. They did not once check to see if the conversation was 

being picked up clearly, not even to see if the volume needed adjusting. So, all thoed 
promising leads .■£. have I had only in my mind, which was not good for details in any event. 



and it meant I'd be having to check with /Jarabara on details, which made me look Ufa* 
an incompetent. 

I am confident that in their normal police work those men were at least as good 
as the average policeman or detective and one, £ouis Iv& was the one in Garrisons 
office, including all the lawyers, for whom I had the most respect and liking. .'Working 
more than fulltime Houis was in co&lege at nights studying c^minology. He was the 
ranking detective, thxr boss, and since then became a commissioned officer. In this 
theijwere playing Pin k Panther parts. 

^sppite her romanticizing and embellishments I did got some good an 4 some prom- 
ising leads from Barbara, rather though her. These related to what interested me, 

Ossj/ld's career in lew Orleans, not Garrison's investigation. I assumed as it turned 
out incorrectly , that he knew what he was doing. I had no real interest in Clay Shaw and 
what information I deielope<f about him uujs incidental to my checking on Oswald. 

One of the leads i did follow relates to young worn^, then 20-24 years old, who did 
know peole involved in the Warren investigation^ Jd claimed to have been to an anti-C a stro 
training camp about an hour from Hew u rleans. I have a file* drawer of my extensive cor- 
respondence with her and other things and days of tpped but unstructeed interviews, some 
transcribed, identified with a name a reporter friend and his wife gave her, 

"Pixie o" We could n^rer decide whether she worked for the Cla, which she'd alleged without 
Providing any confirmation, but I did establish that she was a police narcotics informer. 

I suspect her pay included her supply of whatever drugs I believe she used. 

during this period and later we did get threats. People would phone my wife when 
I was away and to the best of ray knowledge nobody knew I wqs not home. They'd ask her if 
she did not fear th$t something would happen to me when I was in whatever city I was going 
to. Usually these were noctural calls. Even this young woman knew when I'd not told her. 

I also got calls at home, some with nothing but heavy breathing, not a word, into the 
phone, some asking me if I were not afraid and one th&t was rather sophisticated. Once I 
had reason to believe my phone was tapped as a result of this particular tlireat and once 
I caught whoever was doing it. 

When I angered the phone at about 2 in the mornigg, it happened in my office, a 
man engaged me in conversation and then played the soundtrack of the movie fihane" to me, 
an excerpt as now recall pertinent to the planned murder of Shane. When I heard this, 
not being prepared for any good tpaping, I connected a suction-cup micro|Sjione anrj turned 
the inexpensive reel-to-reel recorder on. The next day I took the tape to the State 
police barracks. They agreed it was a threat and suggested that I speak to the phone company, 
1 knew theijLanager, garl WeagLey, and he suggested that J have my phone altered so 5 could 
make a direct connection to the recorder. He also told me where to go to have this done. 

The technician in talking to me told me he known of an apartment that was used for 





recording intercepted phone conversation, hinting but not saying that mine was one 
of the phones tapped, and he also told me how the tapping was done without much risk 
of detection. We live on an automated exchange. This means that normally no human is there, 
none being required for the automatic operation. Men were there for repairs and adjust- 
ment and it was easy for anyone with access, phone company employees off those who had a 
key or could pick the locks, to put a direct tap. on any phone on that exchange, 473. 
f his consisted only of connecting the tapped T3hone-onr^the switchboard to another phone on 
it and the other phone would hear the ringing and the conversations it could also record. 

Once when I was on the phone to California the phone just went dead. i|his was not 
a broken or interrupted connection. % line was completely dead. It was some time before 
it was working again. The local office told me that they could not explain it but that 
their records disclosed that nobody was then at the switchboard. I complained to the 
•Baltimore office and was called buck with the^rport^ that they’d checked and that 
my phone was not tapped. Also that for the time it was inoperative they knew that it could 
not have been tapped because a" caw^crew of men were there making repairs and they'd have 
seen any intruder l I'd heard often enough the the gBI and local police make their arrange- 
ments for these taps through phone-companjr employees. 

A little later, from FBI reports I got under FOlA pnly because those processing 
the records had no notion of £what& they'd disclose to me, I did get proof that 
Respite the attorney general's refusal to give the FBI permission to tape James Fad Ray's 
family, it had in fact eavesdropped on Jerry Ray's phone conversation with me. The field 
office report to ESI cited only a confidential source as its source but the content was 
only from phone conversations, the only communication of anytkind that I'd then had with 
or from u erry ^ay. T 0 make these records unavailable on a normal search, they were filed 
under a bank-robbery classification and thus I am in at least six FBI files as a bank 
robber or suspect, 

Once someone shadowing me in New York ifixy was observed doing this. I went by train 
and ' u obert Groden was to meet me at Fenn Station. Whe& I did not see him at the gate or 
anywhere else in the station I went to a pay phone and phoned his office. Later he told me 
that he had been slightly delayed, noticed that a man seemed to be following me, that this 
man had stood nearby while I was in the phone booth, and that he folllowed me to and onto 
the subway, ^ith Groden following him. The man and Groden both got off at the stop for 
the 4otel into which I Has cheking. The FBI denied it was following me. I have no knowledge 
of any others nad I've never sought (bo try to see if I were being followed. I did, how- 
ever, arrange to learn whether anyone went through what I left in hotel rooms when I was 
not there and it was apparent when - returned that what I'd left behind was no longer as 
I'd left it. 



Some of my appearances were covered by men who obviously were not typical, .of the 
audiences and on several occasions my baggage was intercepted when I was en toute to New 
Oileans „ Whether or not this was done without detection I do not know. 

In May 1968, the month after X> r . King was assassinated, Gary Schoener, f a fr iend 

and then a graduate student at the Gniveristy of /^innesoat, Minneapolis, arranged for me 
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to speak to the studets there and for a number of radito appearance^ one lasting almost 
around the clock on an all-talk station across the river in St. Paul. My speech was the a 
fternoon of the day jf left* Kiere were about 2,000 students there at lunch time, along with 
some people obviously not students, two older s$xl dressed in Ivjly-League fashion, 

what bjoover had dictated for his agentd, and near them were a few elderly ladies, described 
by students to whom they spoke as little ol^ ladies in tennis shoes. They had observed these 
men tapong what h was saying as unobtrusively as they could tape and the women told the 
students who told Gary and he interrupted me to inform me. I indulged myself, welcoming 

I 

them and going to trouble to make their reporting accurate. I d spell names out, for 
example. Those men sat in silence. When the time for which the university had granted per- 

c// 

mission to slue that hall expir^/ and then's tudents wanted to continue, they moveme and th&se 
who wanted hear more down the corridor into a l&unge room. I suggested to Gary that en 
route we stop and see if those men were following and whether they stopped. They were and 
they did. One of the things that^happened before we moved is that a student go up and told 
about by accident being able to take Oswalxi ' d^jpgture in N e w Orleans when he was arrested 
there, 8 mm mobi^f. He stayed with us when we -m asre^ & 4 ry TEen drove us to his home and 
thence to a projection room where we did look at his movie. He agreed to lend it to me for 
copying and Gary agreed to have copies made in Minneapolis so we could return the original 
to this young man, °ack ffartin (which st& heppens to be the most common name in the JEX 
assassination official investigations), with risking it to the mails Only the few of us in 
that projection room knew that X was not taking the film with me. 

Prom there u ary drove me to the airport and we both saw my luggage going down the 
Braniff chute.I was en route to New Orleans, with a stop that night at Kansas ^ity, IS. 

Dr. ^ohn Nichols, a urologist and pathologist on the staff of the oncology center of the 
university's medical school, had asked me to speak a few of his friends. (l then did not know 
it but he was seeking their support in a lawduit he planned to file that in part at least 
§1 MiwmHaiMi^lxa^^ng^ S work^sMe of which he stole overtly.) 

He met me at the airport. We waited a long time for my luggage, which did not 
appear. We then went to the jSraniff deak to report this. We were told that they were 
aware of tdis and had delayed the plane's departure so they could search for it. It 
was not on that plane. They told me to byo< whateverr X needed, to keep receipts, and I'd 


bd raped repaid in New Olreans, for which I left the next morning. 



Vfhen the plane landed a "raniff official appropriately named Aid or Ayd, waited 

for me it the stairs from the plane. He told me that the search was continuing elsewhere, 

asked where in New Orleans I could be reached, told me to buy whatever else I needed nnH 

to keep receipts for repayment, and admitted perplexity over their inability to locate that 

luggage. I was staying with Matt Herren and two nights later Ay/ phoned and said he 

had the luggage and would bring it over. He did. 

(Matt was an accomplished professions/ photographer who had photographed much of 

the violence visited up civil-rights demonstrators. He also was a Greenpeace navigator 
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and •flswTnavxgated at least one of its shipfe into acif lcparea to oppose the dropping 
of a nuclear bomb to be tested.' ffe also was arrested near the mouth of the £>t. Lawrence 
$iver when he was part of a £reepeace protest over the slaughter of baby seals. The 
Canadian government charged him withkilling the seals he and the others were there to 

V»«5 m 

prevent being killed. I've not heard fromsince the scheduled trial.) 

0- t A 

When ,4yd delivered the luggage he was quite frank in saying that he had trouble be- 

t 

lieving the explanation he had been biven to give to me. It was that they'd found the 
luggage at an airport to which Braniff did not fly. Until JF looked at it I hadn't the 
remotest notion of what had actually happened to it. 


I was using a Val-a-Pak four-suiter, with pz7uch.es on both sides. I kept my receipts 

CE'N * 

in the bottom of the suit compartment, the aiifotiw cqntisBggB part of that bag. There was 


not a piece of paper in it. Hot even any of the extra paper matches I carried. Not a suit 

was on a hanger and all the clothing was a real mess. 

_ ()/■* 

i had a brand new^ typewriter and a brand new cassette tape recorder. Neither had 
so much as a scratch on its case and both were ruined. When I took the typewriter to 
Sob James, from whom I'd bought it, he told me that^repair the professional job that had 
done on wrecking it would cost more than l'd just paid him for that typewriter. He recom- 
mended that I replace it with the Hermes I still use boause the Msrmes haS no plastic parts, 
I did not discover that the Voice of Music tape recorder had been tampered with 
until during the beginning of an interview I decided to play it back to see if the volume 

and clarity were 0K. The machine did not record, •*- could not get it to record, so I asked 

^ouis Ivon if he'd have the people who service and repair their machines repair it. They 
told Louis they could not make it record. loaned me one of their machines to use while 
I was there. When I was home I took it to Colonial Music, fro#? which l'd just gotten it, 
for return to the manufacturer for repair. They got it back with the report it gould not 
be done without parts replacements that would cost more than a new machine. Ifchich I got. 

°omethigh similar happened when I flew from ^allas to N e wj)rleans that November. I'd 
not planned to return to N e w Cleans but was ticketed for home from Balias. But Jim Garrison 
had phoned me and asked me to return there for something he described as important. It wasn't. 
When that Eastern Airlines plane landed in New Orleans, Herren was Waiting for me and 



again I had no luggage and again that long wait. Eastern told me that they were already 
tracing the luggage and searchers would he awaiting it when it landed in %ami. They 
told me to buy what I'd need and keep receipts and we stopped off as a itepalmBht 
departmej&t store and I made those purihhases. I do not now recall the explanation I was 
given what that luggage was delivered to me at H atts but 1 do recall that we did not 
believe the story. I'd also learbed a lesson and no longer carried a typewriter. I also, 

as ± had always done, kept my attach case with me and the tape recorder, like a camera, 
around my neck. & 


Something similar, rummaging throughmmy luggage, happened in 1972 or 1973 when 

^erry £ay had driven me from St. £ ouis to Leavenworth, where I was to interview prisoners 

as what I was, °ames Earl -day's investigator. I spent an etire day at that jail, with Jerry 

sitting in his car and waiting for me, and when we returned to the motel is was apparent 

that our possessions had been searched and were not as we had left them. 

Jim Lesar,, later my FOI$ lawyer and then my friend and associate in Ray's defense, 

observed th$t we were being watched at the motel, particularly at its xerox machine. His 

mail, including a letter from the Supreme Coupt of the United States, was crudely opened 

and the motel could offer no explanation. It said^ 

J-ct Ur _ 

^ was ^n Memphis with JLes Payne, then minority affairs reporter for the 


fiong Island newspaper, Newsday, later its national editor, ley is black. He'd ma de our 
reservations, asking for connecting rooms. We found that there was a room between them with 

a sign on the door, "Closed for Repairs" or something like that, •‘•t made him laugh be- 

cause it waA outside its experience. We heard sounds, none of repair, from that room, day- 
time and nighttime. The room was occupied. 

as this has grown in length it is a partial recording of the respect government has 

for #he first ameddment and other supposedly guaranteed rights and into an unplanned 

commentarypton government improprieties and illegalities. I could add no end on the 

illegalities I tacedf in the JO la litigation, including overt perjury in whdih the FBI and 

v/ 1/ w 

the CIa are iminune * 

CIA. reminds me. Aside from the interception of my overseas mail and what that made 
possible, it also monitored what I said in public appearances. What 2 know of this may 
or may not be all, 1 aA) confident not all* bat db have not only records of payments made to 
$adio and TV Reports for this coverage, through a front, "Public Affairs Staff," the bills 
rendered, even envelopes in which the checks in payment werelaa^/ but also carbon copies 
ol iihat was trascnribed and sent to the ClA.^'^ 


°till late^12«12 in the ‘“olfd War II era the FBI had a radio program Iz pretended was 
indepenf^some thing like The FBI in Peace and ^tar. j£ts record in domestic political matters , 
in its self-promotion and in its response to criticisms, specific or suspect, it is more 
like the FBI at War in Peace. It waged a kind of war against all critics^ those Hoover 



did not likeybr of whose political beliefs he did not approve and it was effective in its 
propaganda, its leaks and its lobbying. Hoover began to builV his power base with the 
radical right of the day, to my personal knowledge as of the mid-1950s. In more recent 
years he had other and quite effective propaganda programs, particularly on TV, from 
which it was only technically indepedent but which it in fact controlled. I have a^’riend 
whe was in the production end and he knew and chatted with the FBI agents who were there 
supposedly as technical advisers but who were in fact censors. P Qh/ W ° 

That it could safely do such things in general and that it could perpetrate its 

fraudulent investigation of the JFK assassination is to a large degree, I think from my 

experiences add observations, io — largely the fauljt of the generally tolerant and uncritical 

medidparts of which adored hoover and still feel that way about the FBI. 

/ i-'c-uuni. 

I have a fairly substantial column of records reflecting the FBI's manipulation 
of the media, including major papers, of its ability to control what is printed and broad- 
cast and what isn't and of its domination of the cowardly courts which ighore , and again 
I speak of personal knowledge abundantly and specifically in the records of my FOIA 
litigation, its repetitious felonies, particularly perjury. 

Its headquarters is staffed by agents it knows will almost do what they know is 
expected of them without being ordered to, for the most part. The records .2 have relating 
to its JFK and /'png assassinations reflect this in innumerable instances, illustration os 
the immediately above is to a degree filed in separate, duplicate copies, in what I refer 
to as my subject file. 

There came a time when the FBI realized some of us would sue it under the Freedom 
of Information act for all its JFK assassination records. Anticipating this the FBI de- 
cided whqt it would discloe seemingly voluntarily and what it would not. It purfose was 
to control what could be known and what could not be known and to a large degree it 
succeeded. It refers to those extensive but entirely incomplete disclosures as its gen- 
eral releases. Th$y /Sre made in December 1977 and January 1978. TheyxKeSS were limited 
to headquarters records on the false pretense that those records held all the filed office 
files held and more and to the files the FBI was less reluctant to disclose. The FBI pro- 
cessed them for disclosure in seeming voluntariness when it was not under any supervision 
by any court. In making such a great Volume of records available at one time it was able 


to use the great volume,/ 90,000 pages in both releases, ~a$^ wa s- ~abl e to rather effectively 

■tt'au nir>$ 

use the volume to deny the press^ access. It simply was not possible for reporters to digest 
45,000 pages in the less than a day's time before deadline. 2 his means that much was 
ignored and that the FBI could draw attention to what it wanted used, giving the impression 
that it was trying to assist the press. 

A woman reporter for Newsday phoned me about some of the records on me, all in varying 
degree ranging from misrepresentative to false, in the hope thqt a defamatory stroy would 





result. Such things as its vicious fabrication that my wife and I annually celebrated 
the Russian revolution. Once anything of that sort passes over an editor's desk the 
victim ft victimized as long as that editor remembers and most editors assume it has wider 

application and attributes it to all critics. Tgl defamations and slanders are numerous and 
by no means limited to me. & 

AlI of this, ^believe, amounts to an Aaeriform police state and at times an 
Ameriform fascism. 

This feets me back to where I began, with the non-publishing history of my first and 
subsequent books. The national state of mind had by such means and by others been formed 
and it was not necessary to send agents to tell publishers that Big Brother would not 
approve. They censored themselves. '•‘•’o the degree they had financial concerns, according 
to a man students will not remember but some of the faculty might, Ernie ^erger, they 
had reason to worry. 

Eor years Ernie operated the only bookstore in town, on Market near Second. We 
were friends. ErSie told me that the government is the country's largest purchaser of 
books and magazines, for its many,mnay institutions and installations. He illustrated 
this, as of two and a half decades ago, with relatively small Port Hetrick. I n additon to 
the books the government bought and sent there, it also sent $200,00 a month for their 
purchaes of books. With the check went a list of recommended books. For any publisher 
not to have his books /Ourchassd and sent and/or for them not to be included in those lists, 
Eenie said, was a financial disaster. 

The numbers of copies of such publications as Time and Newsweek and IB News and 
World Report paid for by the government is simply enormous and failure to buy any of them 
is costly to the publishers both from the loss of sales and from the diminished value of 
advertising and what can be charged for it. 

4 wi ^ ^ther and without those I did not experience or simply 
forgot and it-eoees^to a form of authoritarianism and I think a subversion of traditional 
American belief and principles. 

Bke the CZ&, tne FBI also monitored what was said in public. I have records of its 
monitoring what I said in pablie, on radio^ and on TV. It spends taxpayers money to tape 
record, to transcribe and to prepare and circulate its own selection of what was said 
and its own interpretation of the meaning. It even classified some tapes of radio broadcasts 
qs a matter of national security, as "Secret," and denied access to them. 

lor those without such edperienes or who have not read about them and who find the 
above hard to believe. I refer them to the Warren Commission executive session transcripts 
1 obtained under FOIA action and then published in facsimile, particularly the short one 
that begins on page 475 of Post Mortem and the lengthy ®ne that is the subejct of 
Whitewash IV. The commissioners, expecting perpetual secrecy because of the T 0 p Secret 



classification, it gave them - and it had noi authority to classify anything, either 
legally or administratively -expecting perpetual secrecy, let their hair doni? and spoke 
with some candor and some misgivings that can be perceived. They confessed that the CIA 
and iBI are dishonest, lie and that The FBI had already intimindated the Commission 
before it held its first hearing. \]8hat in this privacy the commissioners said was un- 
investi^ated#' unproven and wrong were its uninvestigated conclusions of that^ J^n^ry 
The name of the FBI’s game is control and in these pages I record some of the 
means of control I faced and their consequences. 

*#•**■. 


Resumed 12/13/90 The first ^arrlngeiaent Gary Schoener had scheduled was a press con- 
ference for me. I knew no Minneapolis reporters but two of the M&r In that i 
room, and there were only 8-10, were conspicuous because they alone were I^Ieague 
clothed. They also took Gary’s attention so later he spoke to some of the reported 
who wer^and who he knew. These two were strangers to them. Whether or no correclly, 

Gary and I both assumed that these two were FBI SAs. 

Gary's subsequent career may interest women students. He had completed his masters 
and wa working on his doctorate in psychology, working all the time with those who 
developed the MMPX test that soon became a standard test, the Minneapolis (or Minnesota 
^tiltiple Personality Index if I recall correctly, when he got tfe. idea that there were 
many people who needed help and could not get it or had had bad experiences with the 


6Sta |^|! d profesionals in f ield. Somehow or another he got a walk-in, no-fee 
cliniVand somehow or another he kept it going and growing. Before long he became the 
first professional to go to court to testify against podiatrists who were taking ad- 
vantage of their women patients, inducing them into sexual relations. I do not now 
recall the details but he received some honor or recognition for this. He was gwi 
at the experiences of some of the women who came to his clinic with the resultant problems. 

Later his clinic received a national award from the American Psychiatric Association. 

in about 1974 or 1975 some students at the University of Maryland and soon includ- 
ing some from Georeg Washington u niversity got interested in my work and the subject mat- 
ter and arranged for me to speak at Collegd Park and took to visiting me here, as their 
knowledge and interest^ grew they came to visit more often and they tried to help me in 
several ways and were quite helpful when I was ill. They were here often, had parties 
here, and arranged a nw&S; of speeches for me and for several of us critics, all scholarly, 
no idle conspiracy theorising, no whodunits. One, ^loc# Lamore, travelled with me after my 
f*rst venous thrombosis. In April, 1975, when I was taken ill in New York £ity, with pneu- 
monia and pleurisy and was permitted to leave the hotel room for home with the stipula- 
tion that X not do any driving, Floyd got a friend and they met me I the 

friend driving ny ear here. ?hey became activists, lobbying on the am and getting Congress- 



J 


woman Gladys Spellman, who represented the district that includes College Park, to put 
the hairy Warren Commission executive-session transcript I published in Post Mortem 
into the Congressional fiecord. In these and in other ways they were somewhat conspicuous, 
Hoyd's then girl friend was Connie Camus, Her father was prominent in Prince 
Gorges CouAjsy, as county attorney of its chief prosecutor. Her mother, wanting some 
work like painting done in their home hired, by a remarkable coincidence, an FBI em- 
ployee who was assigned to work on my FQI& request that turned into a long-lasting law- 
suit. i think his title was analyst. any event, being concerned about the company Con- 
Qie was keeping, me, p. he told the mother than all these students who were associating 
with me, including her daughter, had already found their way into FBI files, that the 
FBI was keeping tabs on all of us. Ihis apparenly was done by the Hyattsville residency 
agency of the Baltimore field office, m 0 such records were disclosed by that field office 
in response to my FOIa and Privacy Act requests, naturally, and I could not argue in 
court what a knew first because it would have hurt the analyst who was in his own way 
trying to be helpful, to discourage students from activities that could hurt them in 
liter life and especially if they sought government employment, and second because I 
could alleged it but could not prove it. 

•^rom my experiences with the FBI and from my examination of its records ahd the 
activities reported in them I have no reason not to believe that this actually happened. 
Any reading of the MQKKI1J, Invaders and sanitation -workers strike /f-iemphi^ files shows 
that this kind of activity by the FBI is not unusual at all. In Memphis it actually tried 
to retaliate against the families of students and against some of the young blacks, stu- 
dents and non-students. The FBI tried to get family member s~£±sd fired, and it sought to 
damage at least one business of a family whose daughter was active in what amounts to 
civilQrights activities, in 1968 and later. 

Its dm^setic-intelligence activties are now well known and it then had a division 
with that title, Domestic Intelligence. These got to be public knowledge as the resuljt 
of one of my earliest FOIA suits. It went to the Supreme ^ourt and I lost but the ^qder 
people called it to the attention of the Congress and the investigatory files FOI& ex- 
emption was amended by the Congress in 1974 to open FBI, CIA and similar files. As a 

s4/ 

•sesult a reporter who I'd brief/ and who had asked me to confer with his ^counsel, Carl 
Stern of NBC News, got the records that the FBI filed ander the Otwellian title "Counter- 

P < CQtnrEU'fcg.y MsgrtZi 

intelligence rogramT") Most have noi^been disclosed but what did became public leaved ±x 
it without question that the FBI intruded into many personal live and practised many 
dirty tricks on many American and others, including some of the more prominent people 
in all walks of life. 

me oddly, and A intend this as as commentary, when one determined man, us in g 



Anrew Jackson’s word, persevere^ and persisted and made the system work, instead of the 
media proclaiming that it did work it made no mention at all. The only mention in the 
publications I’ve seen, was four years later, when in finding for me in a FOIA case Judge 
Gerhard Gesell stated that had it not been for me and my persistence when I was without 
means we’d not know FQIA as we then did. After he said that in open court George Eardner 
included it in the story he wrote for the Washington Post, f ^ i * jO 

In order to have any of the press present - and none was at virtually sSl^of the 
about 100 hearings in my cases in federal district court - I had to resort to a man- 
bites-dog device. I requested a temporary restraining order so that the FBI could not 
disclose the records it was disclosing to the press until it had provided me with copies. 

I said I wanted to be in a position to answer any press inquiries, otherwise the FBI would 
be staging a media event, making the disclosure into propaganda promoting itself. So, here 
was the man who’d filet/most FOIA. suits, publishing most books, seeming to oppose the dis- 
closure of all those r ec ords ^ r 

1 did not expect the judge to delay disclosure but I believed he would see the 
media-fevent actuality and i believed that it would help him decide in my favor on the 
other and basic issue on which I hoped and expected to prevail and he did. He Fodered the 
FBI to disclose those records to me without cost and to do that as rapidly as it^ could. 

I had 14 large cartons two days later. 

deferring back to those Cointelpro disclosures, refor^f the FBI and the end of such 
practises was announced. Except perhaps for the reduced volume of them, the FBI did not 
end these practises. Rei orm also included a new director, t§e fiederal district court 
judge^ William Webster. (He now heads the CI&. ) Confirmation was speedy and the press 
thought it was a wonderful appointment. It could because it had not bothered to look 
into Judge Webster’s record. The case I'll cite can t have very many parallels. 

All the Hays trasted me, Jimmy about as much as he can trust anybody while I was his 
investigator and the others were impressed by what I'd done for him. When Carol A epper, 
a sister, was before HSCA in executive session, she wanted me with her and I was until 
Delegate Fauntroy, who liked to call himself "Congressman, " ejected me. When $ohn was, 

in open hearing, I sat with him and his lawyer, Jim Besar. 

It! iS/~ 'Jjt, 

tt t the time of tfej/assassination the FBI wa£, for the FBI, hysterical. S 0 much so, 

to cite onejillustration, it assigned a crew of agents to read and index everything Ayn 

Hanfl wrote because a citizen had written it alleging that a James Earl Hay alias came from 

one of her novels. 

The FBI also believed that the Hay family was reasonably close, as it wasn't, and 
it never understood that they were the product of a mid-west "Tobacco Road." From boy- 
hood on Jim^ and John never got along and the only one Jimmy knew how to reach was Jerry. 

A t decided, correctly, that Jerry is slack-jawed and to watch him, surveilx him, bppi ng he 





would, blab, give it a lead of both. They had his mail covered and there are interesting 
details in my litigation. (Briefly they made an informed of a woman sE±a Jerry made a 
long trip in the hope of bedding with her . ) T^e FBI was also certain that Jimmy had been 
in touch with (/ohn, although he hadn't been and did not know how to /'so it tried to 
pressure John, and it did find ways of applying heavy pressure. But knowing nothing, John 
could tell it nothing. So, it decided to teach him a lesson. 

aXjuSt* WaS a bank robbery near st * £°uis, at St. Cahrles, Mo. it is clear that b ohn 
knew one of the alleged robbers, perhaps more. He was charged with driving a"switch" car 
or the man he knew, Benny LRosnestein, if I recall correctly, (it is in my corrspondence 
with STohn and elsewhere. ) It alleged that Benny abandoned his get-away car and got a ride 
with John. Its proot? ft found in his car what the local police had not found when they 
searched it -earlier, rubber gloves - tith the fingers dut off ! The rubber gloses are 
usually worn to avoid fingerprint^so cutting the fingers off would leave prints. But 
this was their proof and I have that records. 


Benny and one of the other of the two alleged companions in that robbery got into 
a fight in the upper northwest when the other man was insulting blacks in whose company they 
were, pretty strong racism. He got killed. Benny rjshed back to their rooms where he tabc 

Was about $50,000. But there was a search without a warrant by the local police. 
5h?ywere extradicted to 9t. ^ouis and - *' ejs^E-was tried, with a competent lawyer. In that 


case the judge forbad the use of evidence taken illegally and the DA was forced to take 

that loot off the table on which it had it to flaunt to the jury. Benny was acquitted. 

vjohn had an extremist as his lawyer, not being able to pay one, J.B.Stone^as I 

recall. Webster was the judge, ^e permitted that stack of money to be introduced into 
OAu( 

evidence in ohn's trial, even though 0 ohn was not accused of being one of the robbers. 
And John was convicted — of driving a "switch" car for an man who was acquitted of any 
crime! Webster senteneed john to 18 years. 


ihe other robber was also an escape^ so in addition to punishment for robbing the 
bank he had the part of the previous sentence he had not served plus a penalty for es- 
caping. He had fe£d to southern California, gotten himself a wife and a job, and he was 

... j 

caught and tried# t also turned out that he was an onuer # Obviously, the FBI did 


not apply pressure in the filler case, I think that is his name, nor did the department. 
That case ended with the judge actually praising filler, for allegedly becoming a good 
citizen, sentenced him to 18 months (perhaps less, this is from memory) and shortened that 
by the time he had spent in jail awaiting trial. The actual robber got virtually no time 
at all and had his escape in effect completely pardoned and J ohn got 18 years fof driving 
a car on eWidence that 1 think most judges would trow out and not admit into evidence. 

And Benny? He kept the jjh 50 grand. It is called justice ! 

The best illustration that the FBI did not end its domestic-intelligence abuses and 



never intended to is established in court in the CISPBS case.' GE3HSS is an organization 
formed to assist political refugees from the tyrannical El Salvador governments an$ the 
"killer" squads now fairly well known. It launched an extensive and Vigorous campaign 
against these people, mostly Americans, and one of its informers finally had too much 
and pulled the plug on it. The FBI was intruding into and trying to frustrate perfectly 
legal activities of whoch it did not approve. 

In the MURKEN file and in my subject file are copies of FBI recordsin which it 
argues tliat it should violate the Constitution when it perceives an object that to it is 
important. Even if the government could be sued and have to pay damages. This is oart of 
its argument to get permission to tap the Ray family phoned.^ 5 


ihe FBI could have charged Jerry with a crime of which he was guilty, "harboring" 
his escapee brother James. But it did not lay this on ‘'erry because it hoped to get 
something from his blabbing. By way of evidence it never did but it did get what it could 
and did use as propaganda. 

It was so hysterical and so ego-centric that it refuse/to accept a suggestion from 
a Held office that could and I think would have led to James’ capture before he was able 


to leave Canada. The suggestion would have required the FBI to ask for help from the 
Canadian mountxes so it was rejected. What ultimately led to Ray and his capture was the 

R What had been +-n tWo tsTTjsJ x. 


Canadian police doing what had been suggested to thiFBW^^%wn. 


starting and assigned lews manpower because the FBI had not made the request. What it 


did was simple* it checked the passport photos. 

I've added these things, that do relate to political assassinations and the FBI's 
enormous involvement in the violation of basic American Constitutional rights Ikr'that any 
readers, especially younger one$ who may not have had any way of learning what 1 illustrate 


by these few examples, can understand that what it did in thelCFK and King assassination 
was not really any departure from its normal activities in political cases, or what it 
regards as political, and what it did when it anticipated publication of what was or 


could be critical of it. 


With regard to publication it could and did get pre— publication copies of articles 
and books, as Allen Dulles told his fellow Commissions the CIA also did. Usually it got 
them from a source inside of publications and publishing houses, sometimes officials. The 
field offices, mostly New York, used these sources fo get the copies but on occasion they 
were volunteered. If also learned in advance of newspaper stories it was known the FBI would 
note like. An illustration ss the Washington Post in footnote 22. 
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Critic to Get 
Free FBI Set 
Of JFK Files 

, By George Lardner Jr. 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

U.S. District Court Judge Gerhard 
Gesell refused yesterday to delay the 
FBI’s impending release of thousands 
of additional documents bearing on 
the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy, but agreed that author-critic Ha- 
rold Weisberg should get a free set 
“with all reasonable dispatch.” 

The FBI plans to make public on 
Wednesday some 40,000 pages of head- 
quarters documents on the 1963 assas- 
sination at a cost of 10 cents a page 
for those who want their own copies. 
The bureau released an initial 40,000 
pages last month on a similar basis. 

An outspoken critic of the Warren 
Commission and author of six books 
on the JFK murder, Weisberg noted 
that he has had freedom-of-informa- 
tion requests for such documents 
pending for years and that he had 
asked for a waiver of fees in mid-No- 
vember. He filed for a federal court 
injunction in late December, arguing 
that he was entitled to a free set at 
least by the time the final batch was 
made public. 

Charging that such voluminous FBI 
releases amounted to “media events” 
that effectively camouflage unjustifia- 
ble deletions and paper over “a very 
careful job of sifting and concealing,” 
Weisberg said the Justice Department 
and the FBI had completely ignored 
his request for a waiver of the fees, 
which he said he could not afford. 

Announcing his decision from the 
bench after an hour-long hearing, Ge- 
sell was sharply critical of the govern- 
ment’s delay in responding to Weis- 
berg’s request for more than 50 days. 
The Justice Department offered him a 
reduced rate of 6 cents a page last 
week, but Gesell said “it is apparent 
no consideration whatever” was given 
to Weisberg’ s claims of poor health 
and indigency. 

“The equities are very substantially 
and overwhelmingly in plaintiffs fa- 
vor,”- Gesell said. He said that the rec- 
ords would not be coming to light now 
were it not for earlier freedom-of-in- 
formation litigation by Weisberg. This 
led to a congressional change in the 
law, opening the door to FBI investi- 
gatory records. 

The judge, however, declined to 
bold up the Wednesday release, on 
grounds that the disclosure of the doc- 
uments was the “pre-eminent consid- 
eration.” Weisberg’s ‘lawyer, James H. 
Lesar said later that he understood 
the FBI would mail Weisberg copies 
of the forthcoming 40,003 pages the 
same day. 





Some Garrison Realities 

What gprrison insisted that I return to New Orleans for, he told me, was one of 
most important discoveries about Shaft*- that he'd made. He'd a£thered some of his y 
staff in his of /Ice along with a young man to whom he introduced me„ Charles w«n 
Steele II. x knew who he was. He is in the Warren Commission record and Report. He is 
a young man, then in the serice, who years ago had been hired by Oswald to hMd leaflets 
out with him outside the International Trade Mart, which Shaw managed. The purpose of 
getting us to"gether was to view ¥DSU-TV's footage of this literature distribution. 

Garrison, obvioulsy, did not know how he'd gotten it, to which I'll return. They started 
showing the film, which was of terrible quality. Finally I asked if they' s like to see 
it more clearly because I had a print made from the original. Garrison was, I think, a 

JL> 

oit embarrased but he accepted the offer and we showed my print. With commentary by 
Garrison. The film shows a man walking from Canal Street toward the came naan on the 
ITM sidewalk. That was Shaw, Garrison exclaimed. It didn't look like Shaw W me. 

"Now look at this,” he said, pointing to a door in the wall of the building, a 
door as visible to anyone looking at it as it was in the film. 

That, according to ^arrison, was a secret doorway Shaw used to return to the building 
without being seen by the occupants. 

Assuming such an interest or need, Shaw would have had some difficulty using it 

from the street dide - because it can be opened only from the inside- a fire door. 

It turned out that he had interviewed Stiele and when they had finished I asked 

Steele if I might ask him a few questions. 

x had interviewed and gotten friendly with Jesse Core. Core had been the IBM's 

public information ofl'icer^/and he operated his own public relations business from his 

office in that building, which had been replaced with the new structure by the time of 

C i h £■ 

the Garrison "probe" as it was called locally. %r had been outraged by Oswald 'd picketing 
of his buiiding, had phoned the police and the FBI, and had earlier tried to chase Oswald. 


¥hat he told me that was new was that Oswald had two young men helping him. The FBI and the 

Commission refer to one only, Steele. Ih4 /vk fyfa ) 

Steele did confirm that there was another young man with them but he did not know 

who he was. This was news to Garrison but if he made any effort to locate the other nqn 
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it was not successful. -- v 1 1 

from New Orleans 

I’d not planned to go to Dallas/but was invited there on behalf of H.L.Hunt by his 
chief of security, Paul Rothermel, Jr., a former FBI agent. That is another story . ' 

While jfr in New u r leans that trip -BSU-TV had agreed for me to have a copy of its 
Oswald footage with two reservations, Garrison would not have it and I'd not mate any 
commercial use of it. I agreed and hadn't even told Garrison I had it. He had not even 


asked for it. 



The Secret Service records disclose that the photographer, Johann /Push, had made 
17 still pictures froa it and given them to the Secret Service. It had disclosed only 
three prints, as 2 now recall. I was interested in seeing the other prints because the 
footage WDSU still had did not include the discarded film, what was not used, not in- 
frequently mor«e than was aired, l believed that some of these stills might show what the 
existing footage did not include. 

Ed Planer, WDSU's news director, would not trust Garrison with anything but he 
handed me the film and told me where to take it to have it copied, £ maember still, 
PanAmerican films. Planer said they had no stills. 

°o» % suggested to Andrew "Boo" Sciambra, the assistant district attorney closest 
to Garrison, that he phone Kush’s parents, who I'd learned lived in Shreveport and with 
whom I'd been told Johann had stored most of his film, and ask for it. If the Kush's 
declined, he could have issued a subpoena. Sciambra agreed and I went about the work I 
wanted to do and then went to Dallas. 

When I returned 1 learned that Kush had moved to San Jifancisco, and his parents did 
not have that film. Sciambra then phoned William Turner, a former FBI agent whose ideas 
are as irrational and irresponsible as Garrison's, aking him to get the film from Kush.^' 

Turner was fired by the FBI, after about 10 years of service as a special agent. 

One of the duties he performed, which did not turn Sarrsgpn and others off, was a crime. 

He was an FBI burglar. They had their own name for breaking and entering t property of 

others, without a search warrant, and stealing or espying whatever they wanted. Their 
name is "black bag jobs," sometimes only "bag jobs." The name comes fromthe fact that the 
burglar usually used a black bag to hold his loot. 

With great excitement all around, Turned had immediately flown to Hew Orleans with 
the rather unclear copy of the film that Kush had made and stolen before leaving WDSU. 

x t was fortunate, howver, especially for him, that Garrison had had this nutty 
idea and insisted on my return, beause he was engaged in the wildest, the most irrespon- 
sible, irrational and completely impossible of the many incredible things he did that had 
nothing to do with the case he alleged in court but was his strange notion of how to in- 
vestigate and "solve" the JFK assassin. 

#ill Turner worked for him informally, but Garrison had hired a former CIA agent 
who also had been fired, in his case for drunkenness. He was William Wood(s?) and he used 
the name Bin Boxley. did whatever Garrison asked of him. 

I don't know who dreamed it up but I suspect it was Garrison who decided that the 
former husband of Nancy Perrin Kich, Perrin, was one of the assassins, perched on the 
Grassy feaoll . That Perrin held died in iy62,the year before the assassination he according to 
Garrison, participated in, was no problem for the Garrison/Boxley~lannr crew. Boxley had 
come up with a new identifiation for him, a free-lance writer named Starr, and with the, 



story that he'd died later or that someone else had been buried in Perrin's name. I've 
for gotten which but -*■ have notes on the investigation I made v__ 

i don t know whether I blundered into what Garrison was into and keeping so secret 
or whether Sciambra and Ivon, having failed to deter him, arranged for me to blunder into 
in after that meeting with Steele and the film. There was more to the story that Perri/starr 
killing the President from his g-ave. It also involved others against whom garrison was 
preparing to tile charges "indemnified'' in the so-called and mis-called "tramp pictures." 
ihey are pictures taken the day of the assassination by news photographers who, naturally 
enough, were photographing everything that moved. These men, being walked from the railroad 
tracks past the Texas School ^ook depository building, were dug up by Richard Sprai^e. 

Por whom £ bear some responsibility! 

^ earc ^- me on Rebel show, wrote to me, got interested in trying to do 

anything he could do do help, and I made the suggestion that led to his ggtting those 
and many other pictures. 


flick was then a vice president of the prestigeous accounting firm, louche, bailey. 
In his work he travelled extensively, including to Dallas. So, I suggested that he try to 
get copies of ill the pictures he could and in thecourse of time he got copies of quite a 
few, most of which I d had no knowledge of. The existence of many if not most is not in 
the official records and were not sought or seen by the official investigators. $ y 

On studying the^ pictures of these men Dick decided they were "tram^p* and thus the 
name. On further s^fudy he decided that they were not really tramps because their «««« 


mussed-up clothing was too got for tramps, because of his evaluation of the clothing one 
was wearing is that they were French, he gave that man the name /f"P : renchy," a nam that 


along with the "tramp" identification, still persists. 

( a should say before going farthur that Mck is one of the finest, most thoughtful 
of men, warm, friendly and 4spite what I record, quite intelligent.) 

ihe first identification' of any of those men, however, was of, all those characters 
by then involved with (garrison and Sprague in identifying them, including Mark Lane, who 
had moved to Hew Orleans the better to exploit the opposrtunities closeness with garrison 
afiorded, was Edgar Eugene bradley , Bradley was the west-coast representative of one of 
the most reactionary of the radio preachers. Maybe I'll refall Ms name. He was based in 
Cape May, N.J., where he had property holdings and a school, and had owned a radio 
station in * i edia, *a., the abuses of wMch led to the ECU's "fairness doctrine," 

There is more about these "tramp" pictures, most of wMch I omit but it is at the 

\i j fo/y / if i* 

same time both Mlarious and tragic. 4lan Weberman, who organized the original ^trpios-> of 


the left, wrote a book based in part on the positive’ identification afi this man by Ms 
ear. That same man has been identified as Water gater E. Howard punt, one of the 014 *s 
gifts to our society, and the ant-Castroite Prank PioriM Sturgis, who claims he was 014 



and it dienies. J>turgis is one of the five arrsted at the Watergate. 

When xj learned that Srrison was going to add to his indictments a man or men I've 
forgotten based on these teamp- Oh, I fogot the best part! Prague’s next identification 
of frenchy was as lyndon Johnson's farn mana^r. Jhus he and Garrison had LBJ become 
President through an assassination for which eHwas responsible. 

a was about to leave to catch my plane. I asked Ivon to give me two sets of those 
pictures and an envelope for each set and he did and one of the detectives drove me to the 
airport. 

I_' d established friendly relations with /%nry Wade, another former FBI agent who 4 
was then Dallas district attorney^ asd JAth a note identifying the photographer and the 
newspaper for which he took those pictures I sent one set to him and one that lacked one 
picture to Paul ^thermel, the former FBI agent who then was the %nt security chief. I 
asked each to pe^ase let me know what he could learn about the taking of those pictures 
and the men in them. Bach soon replied with virtually identical accounts. 

ihe men were winos, not drunks, -almost two hours after the assassination, during the 


on-going searches of the area, they had been found in a railroad boxcar, it was parked not 
at the scene but two blocks to the south, meaning three blocks in all, from the TSBD. fc&- 
ca$se the only other way to take them out was to heist them up to the railroad-height 
loading dock of the u entral annex ^ost Office, behind which that single boxcar^ was 
parked, the police winced them off via the tracks of the triple underpass, thejbidge 
over xt. When they were walked past the TSBD and into a police car^it was assumed that 
they were arrested. x n fact they were not because they were only drunks. 

The absence of one of those men in the pictures I sent Kbtherrael established the 
credibility of his source. "My ol' boy at the post office," Paul told me, "says you don’t 
have them all. Be saw three men." 

‘“’o, I had that one solved amd answered, as much as th^rre can be an answer for 
those "critics" and "researchers" who them promptly decided that these men did not have 
to be at the scene of the crime because they were the "paymasters," who a© paid the shooters 
off as soon as they'd eamied theirj4ioney1 There was no end to i^e inventions to justify 
insistence that these pictures had meaning and proved the crime was a spook conspiracy/ 
the * J ohnson me-uis of ascension and so much more! . 


When spoke to •‘•von and Sciambra about the Perrin/ Starr part of what was to be the 
basis for a number of additional indictments (Shaw alone being alive of those Garrison had 
said he would charge, Ferrie and Oswald being dead) they just shook their heads their 
faces showing their frustration, anxiety and disbelief, disbelief that any of it was real. 

I'd gone home for a weJck and had returned, staying with the Iferren's again. 

Avon agreed to try to get me all I asked for. He and Sciambra both said it would 
oe difficult to find any Boxley memos because he usually reported to Garrison only verbally. 



But on. Perrin/ Starr there were some, presumeably because Boxiey feared that there 

1 

were too many small details for Garrison to remember them all. I don t try to herein. 

And Ivon also said he'd try to have the investigations I wanted made. He did. 

Baxley had Perrin/ Starr with a secret place in an apriatment house owned by a man 

named Khruschevsky. There, was such antf apartment house and that was the owners name, an 

pci ice 

interesting touch. But investigation immediately after Perrin's suicide, which is what it 

A 

was, of the apartment Boxiey had said he used in his conspiracy and in which he'd said 

that communications equipment had been kept and used, disclosed that it was full or trash 

and beercans only, among the other things he got me what what Boxiey had avoided, a full 

account of Perrin's sy^cide by a state policeman who'd -been his friend and a xerox of 

CAM i r cd /UiCLi U^tj 

the proper page on which, in handwriting a ^-geceiy edrr'the aorgue had listed the corpses 
it received. 

Begiiining witljBoxley's notes, which I analyzed and decided what shoiPb’ be looked 
into, I holed up at Matt Herron's, twhere I'd moved in with Vincent Saladnria. We both 
slept on the floor, on mattresses. 

^n the theory that as it takes a crook to catch a crook it also take a nut to reach 
a nut I'd asked Salandria to accompany me. He lived in |Liladelphia and I knew there was 
- plane to Hew Orleans that stopped in ^iladelphia and Baltimore. 

Harrison was mi^^ftaicen by Salandria, who also was a lawyer. Whether it is because 
Salandria could pontificate and theorize as persuasively as Garrison or whether there was 
a political bond (l think Salandria was a Srotskyite) I do not know but Garrison, who did 
just about all the talking with others listened and listened while Vince held forth on 
edmost anything. ;aid like Garrison, Salandria could see conspiracies in every flower. So 


I had to reach him so he would trust me and reach Garrison for me. I knew that '"'arris on 
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would heed me no more that he had Ivon and Salandria. So, I decided to try to convince him 
of two tilings: first, that Harrison was being entrqp^ed in a CIA conspiracy headed by Boxiey 
and second that it was absolutely indispensible that he no,t- say a word about it until I had 

■ ihv h'r tc u/i- 

finished my work. I had the only car between us in A "ew Orleans and I usedHEh at lin e to give 

il 

him more details on the sinister CIA scheme. 

The car was a souped-up Chewy II that had been taken from a gangster. New Orleans 
in those days took vehicles and the city used them. This was one of those assigned to the 
DA, where nobody would use it because it was so unsafe. Particularly the w wptd unpre- 
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dictable brakes. Starting it in that wsaaaPclimate also was an adventure about which Salandria 
told me one particularly damp morning that I des^ved a medali for making it work and for 
using it at all. Whenever I was due there Ivon had it servied and the gas tank filled, 

I'd expected to be able to borrow a typewriter but the only one I could wqs a defective 
portable of Bast German manufacture that Matt had gotten somewhere. Its defects and having 
no typewriter table available made my poor typing worse. 



ha'r4 

I worked, away for about a week, dxlviji^l ^ o the office when necessary and doing only 
what was necessary because Garrison planned^T^e his sensational announcment^ on Novem- 
ber 22, to commemorate the assassination. I could not beinjto reaall what fortunately to 
a large degree I have on paper, all the unbelievable things Boxley had cooked up pursuant 
to Garrison’s imaginings. I don^t know how compete it is but when Garrison’s most recent 
book, "On the Trail of the Assassins" came out, X checked and have at least some of that 
work. (Dave Wrone has the copy of the book I annotated.)^ 

I remember that I finished onk a Saturday, that S a landria had separated himself 
socially from^G^ison that night, and that he and Sciambra, jperhps with others of Gar- 
rison's staff, /fiad gone over, it and ms pleased. I remained at Merron’s, Sciambra phoned 
to tell me how pleased they were and that they were going to take it up with garrison the 
nex^mormng, at the New Orleans jjtheltic Sahxxk Club. He said if I wanted to work in the 
office ^to meet him there and he'd let me in. That is what T did. 

(Garison had the strange notion that it would be more difficult/dfor his phone 
conversation? to be tapped there and for him to be spied on there, so he always had a room 
in which he could work and either eat in the restaurant or have it brought in from the 
restaurant. He was spe£d on, including there, and he had at least one 1131 informer on 
his staff, as J- learned from FBI record^ got in a FOIA lawsuit, G.A.78-0420. Som$ of the 
records indicating this are attached to affidavits I filed in that case.) ^3- 

A litle after noon the phone rang. It was Sciambra, obviously not in Garrison's 
presence. "Hal, you did iti" he exclaimed, obviously excited. He told me he and Salandria 
were coming tsb jack me up and go to his home for what he guaranteed would be as good an 
Italian meal as I'd ever had. That was not an exaggeration. 

He could not restrain his excitement as he drove us to his home. I had hardly 
gotten into the car when he told me, "Hal, you have just saved <Jim Garrison from being 


disbarred by the Supreme ftourt of the United States.? (chaw’s lawyer had filed an action 
that the was before the Court but i've never heard of it disbarring anyone or that it could.) 

The next day Garrison had a number of us for lunch at the NOAC. He was a bit sub- 
dued and anything but effusive in his brief thanks. Then he asked what he should do. I sug- 
gested that he invite Boxley back from Texas, where he was then, to meet with us grid for 
him and I to discuss the report I'd prepared. He never did and I think he and Garrison 
never met again. So, Garrison fired him. In the statement he said what I was so certain 


Salandria would go for, that Boxley had been dispatched by the CIA to infiltrate and 
ruxn his investigation. C- 

Boxley had a collaborator, unknown to me and I think to any of trie otherh. He was 
Geol r almer, from California, x think nos angeles. He was with the publisher, Holiday 
£ouse. *t published the scandalmonging magazine, "Confidential" and books. Palmer had just’ 



the woman they had as editor. 


the time I got there •‘■'edes was drooling in the till. Their books were dis- 
rributed by David McKayy, owned by a man named Rawson, I’m sureJL have later notes 
on that^/house when 1 later approached it. It had 39 salesma^asfl"recall what John told 
meT^aad with nothing to s/,ow, only the subject-matter of the book, they had an advance 
sale of close to 50,000, escellent in those days. 

A his woman editor, who lived in the German section of the east side, in the 80s 
or 90s, was more interested in a wedding and her clothing for it than in working on the ms. 
l t soon turned out that she also was of the radical right. I told Ivan and **ohn that she 
was utterly lost, hadn't the slightest idea what she was doing and although I now have 
no recollection of the detail*, they were going ahead, ‘'ohn, who'd told me that the book 
was a "gold=plated best s seller, "made a trip to Washington while I was there and the 
next day he told me they'd rejected the book. They did not return the ms and in fact I 
never got the "advance." 

•t home I had to reconstruct much of the ms because not expecting anything Him 
this and having no income I'd used the clear side of what had been mimeographed and it 
was often illegible. But Lil finally had it retyped, with carbons. I a. gn.1 n spoke to 

y 

Sidney Kaufman and he sent me to Pocket ^ooks. I'm tisre there is an account of this 


A 


in some detail in the file on the book and by about this time or shortly thereafter 

* 

I visualized a book on the book, with the working title, "Bed Daring in the Hell-Box,*'^ R 
a id ih i h /» (Mfbe 4,1 

^in my high-school reporting and editing days I worked in the newspaper composing room. 


The hell-box was a wooden box into which discarded type was tossed for remelting into 
hot type for the linotype^raachines . jfheljfcitle came from what an independent editor I'd 
asked to edit the ms told me and what the Pocket Books editor had said before they also 
rejected the book. Sylvia Weinberg, of Frederick, told me she'd not touch the ma because 
what editing it needed was little and each publisher would have his own ideas. She also 


said I should be a rich man in six months. Thus the subtitle, "Or How I Got Rich in 
Sia Months." 

Eugene Prakapis at Pockd^f Books really flipped over the ms. He told me that it 

►v 1 h 

would be another Green Felt Jungle, the best-selling book of 1964 which it had pub- 
lished, and that with my background and their public-relations skills I'd be the best-known 
zfpivate citizen in the country. His approval required high-up approva^jfoand a week later he 
told me, with remarkable honesty, that Boils Shimkin, who owned Pocket $ooks or controlled 
it, felt he had to turn the book down because for him it would be a "redlfedEg flag 
before the charging bull" of the department of Justice. They had published the fraud- 
ulen book, "Calories Don't u ount" and there were already about six indictments. Prakapis 

was, however, wonderful. He tried to get the book published by Doubleday, and I'm sure 
I have notes on that. OmJ. , /S') 



My friend Sol Babkin sent me to see a friend of his, Mort Runer, who was ^ 

ffr 

Praeger(s director of special projects* Puner read the MS overnight, also predicted it 
would be a best-seller, with a first print of 50,000 copies, but Frederick Ptaeger's 
approval waS needed and he was out of town, pm&r then told me that Praeger had re- 
jected it. I asked why and he said that P^reger said he published only established 
scholars and I wasn t one. (Compare this with Praeger' s current publication of the 
wretchedly bad "Spy Saga" by Phil ftelanson after Dave Wrone and I had in detail in- 
formed the Praeger subsidiary. Greenwood Press, how rotien a book it was.$ At the 
time of this third disappointment I did not know that Praeger was a Cla publisher. 

At home I asked Mod Charles M ^ac" Mathias, then a liberal Republican Congressman 
from this district, to read the ms. We wer^f friends of theirs when they liver on New 
fjSUsign Poado When A liquidated the farm I gatofe his two boys an incubator, fertile 
eggs, showed them how to candle the eggs, things like that. %c# hd- just been operated 
on at the Navy hospital and although his wife Ann, a wonderful woman (daughter of a former 
Mass, governor, Bradford) wanted him to sleep at night Mac read half the ms the first 
night. Me also was impressed. He spoke to A1 |!riendly, a managing editor of the Washington 
Post, and A1 assigned the reading of the ms. to Larry Stern, one of the top reporters 
and a liberal. Mac also spoke to Manny Celler, chairman of the. House Judiciary committee, 
of which n ac was a member. Manny refused to have anything to do with any JFK assassination 
investigation by his committee. 

Quite some time went h, I think sdveral months , and I heard nothing from the 

Post or Stem, so I went in atid learned that tarry had done little I drove him to his 

€> 

home far out in 14th NW and he returned the box that held the ribbon copy of the triple- 
spaced ms. His marker was at about page 47, he/d read that little. 

Then,, after innumerable efforts to a large degree recorded in the notes, I decided 
to publish the book myself, after a limited xerox edition to get a copyright because 

there were indications that the book was about to be stolen by Gallimard, in grahce. 

_ 1 

This, too, almost didn t happen but on as I recall on a Monday, iu ay 7, 1966, I 
had a box or two of the books. We'd prepared envelopes for mailing and for my personal 
delivery in Washington. Lil put the books in addressed envelopes while I drove and 
delivered. Before then I'd been back to the Post and showed ^en Bradlee some pages 
from CD 1 indicating that the FEE had C |jpne no real investigation and he, when I took 
the book in, assigned Stem andjt fine liberal report/^ Dan - I'll recall his name iM time - 
to it. No, he assigned the book to Han to read and^ij^ and Harry to go speak to Howard 


s> 


Willens at the DJ. I was asked to prepare questions for them to ask Willens. I sat 

Y 

in the Post be§s room and did/single sheet of them. That momigg Dan Kur sman told me 

it was a f^ne book and an important one. I returned to the Post at tgs appointed time 
shortly thereafter they returned from their meeting with Willens. Dan spoke to 



4 


me while Stern spoke to fradlee. Dan had sigd, "Youfre in, kid./^e had no asnwer for 

anything." My deal with Bradlee was that the Post would get an exclusive and in return 
would do a story. 

For some reason 1 think connected with some of his Latin American reporting and 
not his approval^of Whitewash Kurzman was fired, within a day or two, and the book was 
assigned to a new reporter on the staff, now its ombundsman, Dick Harwood, then as I now 
recall fresh from the Chicago Tribune. When the story finally appeared, the major front- 
page stopy in the emorial Day issue, there w%s almost no mention of Whitewash and Har- 
wood rr® the Post jumped the release date on Epstein’s book and featured it instead. & 

There was nothing I^ould do abo^t that but X did take another copy to the book- 
review editors, Geoffrey , something or other, and when I returned to learn what he thought 
of it was told he had a high opinion of it but that Bradlee had told him not to review 
it on the ground that he did not know enough about the subject-matter! Mhat a basis for 
not revi^dng a work o£ non-fiction! And, of bourse, all book-review editors have others 
teho are siperts review books for them. 

In all, beltore I published the book myself, I hi more than 100 international 

rejections, more than 60 in thejklJ.S. There were some interferences, appiaently by the 
spooks of the CIA and FBI, which in those days was intercepting and copying mail for the 
CIa. Sidney , through a friend of his in England, the ^aroness K aura Budberg (hie tbld me 
that she’d been the mistress of a remarkable collection of important men and was the film- 
maker J. Arthur Rank’s brains) had introduced 4 to Collins, which had approved the 
book and given it to J ohn Sparrow, warden of At*3?-6 All Souls, at Oxford, who had killed 
it. I Steve Barber, the conservative Washington correspondent of The London Standard, also 
conservative, told me that Sparrow was a long-time intelligence recruiter and the counter- 
part, not Steve s description, fk Anthony Blunt in that both were homosexuals and on 
o^osite sides of the espionage. Sidney also intrj&uced th* book to Fischer AG in Germany, 
like ollins, a top publisher. I never heard from Fischer but years later, by m^an^ x hope 
is in the file of notes, f learned that Fischer had gone for the book immediately, had 
written me a number of times without response, and had finally mailed the back to me. 
Ijjiever got any of the letters or the ms a&d there is nothing I've gotten from the FBI or 
wA that reflects what must have happened and later did happen, interception of my mail. 

Sidney also got me another agent in London, a fine man named Gordon Harbord. Gordon 
arranged for publication by Sir Leslie Frew in , and there is a record of this, inclduing 


jondence. Bad information on Lane’s book was fed to Frewin and he rejected the book, 
jshile he waS drafting the contract to publish it, having been convinced by another Bon, 


I think not Sparrow, that the market would not suppprt two books on the same subject. It 
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was more than ^year as x now recall that-^ane’s book was out. 


As I worked on the second book I mailed chapters to Gordon. I heard nothing from him 





until I got a cable in which he told me that all two months of my mailing reached^him 
on the same day- 

The person at Fischer who had liked the book so much was named Stephanie and I 
thi$k I have notes on this I think after getting to speak to her but I'm not now 
sure* 

When I later went to McKay and told the receptionist I'd like to speak to the 

managing editor and gave her my name I heard a voice call out, "send him in." The 

voice was that of this managing editor, Howard ^ady. Be stood, held out his hand, as asked, 

"Are you the Harold Weisberg of the Palis case?" He really wrung my hand when X said I was* 

The Paris case was the assignment wiping foJf me when I reported to OSS after having 

my security cleared* A crew of young soldiers who spoke French had been dharged with 

offenses against the military police in Washington, had been convicted and their convictions 

upheld through jhhe channels of military justice. Paris is the name of the sergeant in 

charge of these brave men who'd volunteered for an almost certain death behind Nazi 

lines in France. General Dobovan was not satisfied tAat justice had been done. He was a 

St at? 

famous lawyer and he had a number on his One was the other Donovan who nego&bated the 

retrain of pilot rrances 4ary Powers and of the ■“ay of Pigs prisoners. Another was „ 

Arthur ^oldberg, later a Supreme Court Justice and also a customer of mine when I f aimed, 

$Ut six weeks after I took the assignment, when I'd not gone outside of OSS and had worked 

ohly on the lawyer's files, the Paris crew^s free and it gave me quite a reputation 

within OSS. Cady was then in its headquarters and its headquarters detachment then was 

on an old small red-brick forcer school building on K&M Virginia Avenue about 22 or 25 

street, NW. But Cady could not persuade Mrs. Bawson to publish the book. He tried. 

I met Sammy Abbot/ through OSS friends and he arranged for Manny Fontana, $ouble- 

fheifrW hi/t- rfr 

Dot Press, in NE Washington, to print the book when I was ready. That was in 1965. When 

i A 

I was ready in late April, 1966, a anny couldn t do it. He arranged for Pathfinder Press to 

Mi 


print it and they had the plates on the press when they decided mot to pirn priot it. 

They were fairly honest about, it. They told me that their lawyer had told them that 
with 90fo of their business jffrom the government they nj.n some risk. They were less than 
honest in not giving me the plates and saving me that cost. 

Af/ 

I phoned Steve aaodf Barber ferfrom their office, so disconcerted x could not 
’ // 
think clearly, “e told me to come to his office and meanwhile he'd try to thiak of some- 
thing. When I got there he gave me two phone numbers. They were of the home and the office 
of the most reactionary newspaper pub«esher in the country. Bill i*oeb, of the Manchester 
Cnion-Leader. It is getting lat|e for me to go out for the morning papers and I'll try 
to re/um to this later today. LoeS told me to go see Tommy Crowell at Merkle firess and 
to say that he had sent me, that he'd had the book read for libel by two lawyers, and that 
h^, would oike them to print the book. <uad this is how, when I was broks^tand ih debt, 
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whitewash was pi/tnted - over a weekend.Merkle did print ito I'd known Edgar Merkle, 

a customer when I farmed, but had not thought of speaking to him. I doubt he'd have gone 

for the bods without Loeb's recommendation. And I got to Loeb in the most unlikely way, 

via Henry Zon, a liberal former reporter I'd known from my days at the Senate . He and 

his mistrees and £ilafcnd I often bawled together when I did not have to work at nifejft 

and Helen Shuflord finally broke up, I think because Henry' s political views feaT changed 

. z 4 &&■! , , 

during World War II. But Henry sent me to the late Sid - Sabr y W , the public relations man 
of the Teamsters union, and he suggested that I serytf the book to Ee^e^Loeb. Hnery had 
told me not to be concerned about the Teamsters connection and^iUgro had told me the same 
thing about Loeb. Loeb seemed to run his paper from his home in Pride's Grossing, Hass., 
by jiboned to h^L secretary, and if kxm she had not overlooked his instructions, the 
very conservative publisher would have published the book, as I learned later. 


Resumed later, with the Paris case. During World War II the CBS, ii^ompn with other and 


different agencies, took over prderties it though it needed. It took the Congressional 

Country Club and dued it as a holding area. Holding both ways, as 3E learned later, 

H oLi,ni; 


when we were asked to take ^returning agent who had no family in until he could get 
raadjusted.He was Stanley Rubint. His family had to flee Hungary. It went to Spain and 
when Stanley was for all practical purpose still a boy he enlisted in the Republican 
or democratic-government forces and rose to be its youngest commissioned office. Stanley 
lived with us, sleeping on the living-room couch, for si^f months, until that got to be 
too much for -“LI 

Military G-I was lax at the Congressional Country Club and often at nights the 
men would walk down Peachtree Road, then little more than a country lane, to Dave 
'Touhey’s tavern in Cabin ,J ohn. Often they were not in full uniform and one of the 
more common violationd was to wear white sox instead of the OD issue. The MP's picked a 
fight with the Paris feroup over this and learned too late that they had been trained to 
kill. By the time i^e MP's had learned enough they were no longer in good condition. The 
most serious damage I recall is a broken jaw. 

$y prior experieces working for the Senate and later as an investigative reporter, 
the latter for an editor then in OSS, is what led to the assignment waiting for me. "this 
editor is M.Robert Rogers, who'd edited °lick, then the third largest picture magazine, 
after ^ife and ^ook. He later managed Washington's first good0music station and then for 
several years the Rational Symphony. I drew on those experiences working on the Paris 
case. What that amounted to was in the high-school education of most of us, in The Purloined 

it fpg'jr 

letter t»e message of -which is not to overlook the obvious. The OSS lawyers had and in 

I 

going over their records I didn t. 

(As a result of this success I was used as a trouble-shooter, with jobs bounced to 
me from other components. One that I remember also illustrated the importance of not 



overlooking the obvious, which ^ began by doing. That one came from X-2, which was counter- 
intlliegnce. It had been asked by the White House, which had not learned what it needed 
to know, to find the evidence that resulted in our taking over about a dozen ships owned 
by a Scandanavian said to have been serving the ^azis. I go into this digression on the 
chance timt young people who might benefit from Poe's wisdom may read this, A s a last 
resort X— 2 asked me to see what I could do about 48 hours before its response to the 
IMiite House was due. Hot thinking of what I should have realized immediately, files I'd 
worked in extensively, I thought of no begin n ing point. °o I phoned a lawyer with whom 
I'd worked at the Senate, Alexander Sachs, at the Justice department. told me immediately 
to phone Judith Coplon, also in Justice, and she reminded me of foreign-funds control 
records in which I'd worked so oftenjgftd kept injpf Disctrict Bank building on the south 
side of G St., NW, between 14th and 15th. That was less than a half-mile from my office 
but in the interest of speed with so close a deadline I took cabs both ways. Aside from 
my time, which at soldier's pay was very little, the totwl cost was 500, fare 200 
each way and the nickel a tip* Coplon was later charged with espionage in a famous case 
of that period and acquitted because of FBI violations of her rights, whether or not 
she had been a Bussian agent. Sachs was the beginning of my problems from the Dies 
committee when I was working on a book on it by telling others what was not true, that 
he was working for me on that book. I think this was when he'd blundered and made some 
kind of mistake in what he .was doing and used that as an excuse that got to Dies.) 

^ack to Whitewash's appearance. ^ do not now recall how he learned about it but 
the publisher of a sprightly and informative weekly, "Books," Jerry Sgel did hear about 
it, phoned me and became a friend. His story attracted some attention, to which I'll 
return. Jetry "discovered" and "made" Marshall McLuhan. Later he authored one ofi the 
v.orst books on the JFK assassination, "22jhlres." x t ia a novel in which he said what as 
of my last knowledge, about two years ago, he still believed, that Oswald was really 
intending to kill Jackie and got JPK instead. 

Jerry's story or Jerry personally interested one of the top officials of Hew 

7 

American library in Whitewash. On a Saturday morning, after th^feiail had goae, this man, 

Kuhn, phoned me and asked me to get a copy to him as rapidly as possible. " L his leads 
back to an impart an^ one of the many happenstances that led to the renewed attention to 
the JFK assassination for which Whitewash was possible so I'll go back to that now. 

Jerry told me about the coming annual convention of the American booksellers 

Assassmciation , then held early each #une at the ^horeham Hotel in Washington. % told 

taU- 

me I should be there and I was. One of h&M& tany people 1 net there was Hubert Bermont, 
manager of the largest boostore in Washington, a subsidiary of their Hew York store. The 
name will probably come to mind. He required permission to stock controversial books and 
could not get permission to sell Whitewash. But he did arrange for me to be an a very 
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CiSlkT show then on WMBC. The host was a people-eater, like Joe Pyne, but I never listened 
to that station and was not aware of this. The day j^ihn phoned me is t Sat day I was to 
be on that show at 9 p.m. I decided to leave early and get the book in the mail early, 
which I knew I could do at 17th and K, IJW, and I thought I'd then visit with a friend, 
Francois Derringer, then the owner of a fine but medium-priced French restauranet, Chez 
Francois. He sat me in his office and plied me with drinks once he learned what I was to 
do that night, as he later told me to relax me because he knew what could be aheado ^e'd 
come in and we'd chat when he wasn't busy. Then when I was rather well relaxed a waitress 
started setting a place at Jllancois' desk and the she brought food in and then Francois told 
me it was for me, not for him. -If I'd not been relaxed as much as I was I'd probably have 
been uneasy about having 1* escargot, snails, for the first time. I loved them! 

I am much indebted to Francois, who now has his restaruant near McLean && in 

Virginia, where he used to have some land on which he raised some of .pur ducks that 

if* 

Preident Eisenhower also liked and raised on his farm at Gettysburg. Had he not gotten 
me into the proper mood I'd probably have been disconcerted by the attack on me that he 
knew would be coming and been able to not only convdft that antagonism into support for 
and interest in the book but to make a friend of that man whose name I've forgotten and 
his producer. That experience, however, was a vital part of my education in talk shows 
and talk shows on radio were intially the means by which I and then others reached and 
interested people. 

The bookjS store Hubie managed was $rentanos. As a result of what I now come to 
Brentanos in Hew York, which also had not stocked '“hitewasA, sold 300 copies ina a single 
day. 

Saxnmie Abbott, who also designed the covers for my book, rather executed them-he 
designed the book and showed me how to make it up, do all the pre-camera preparation 
(offset printing begins with photographic negatives of what becomes the printed page), 
listened to talk shows at night, as L never had done. Without telling me he used a means 


he was certain would get attention inwra*%i writing to one of the nastiest of the nasty 
species who had talk shows, ^Long John" Hebei, on I’fflG's clear-channel, 50,000 watf AH 
station , in^ew York, wHBC. Sammie, a commercial artist skilled in public relationds 
although not practising it commercially, wrote i4 ebel in elaborate German script. Hebei's 
producer phoned me and I drove to Hew Yolk to be on the show that went on the air at 
midnight and lasted for five hours. 

(A word about Sammie, to whom t/)e people of the area are indebted fof their Metro, 
plans for interstate 95 called for Sammie to loose his home or his mother-in-law's, 
both in Takoma £ark. Before getting there from downtown most of it would have been through 
largely black sections of the city. The concrete lobby was all for all those highways. In 

the House of jfepresenatives its strongest supported was from Kentucky, named Hatcher if 
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I remember correctly. When Sammie started organizing opposit 3 ,s ^to that highway g nH ±n 
support of. the Metro M was extensively red-baited. Mater he and others filed suit for 
violations of their rights and won and were compensated by the District government . 
Sammy thought of the slogans, then did the art work on them and got them publfcli^d ^and 
distributed. The one I remember clearly was quite effective: ! "White Man's Road Through 
the Black Man's home." He led demonstrations and sitdowns sitting where bulldozers were 


to go, t h i ng s like that, disrupted innumerable city council meetings and got thrown 
out of some of them. All of this got extensive coverage, including on TV. And that 
part mf I 95 was never built and the Metro did get started. Sammy then ran for mayor of 
Takoma Park and turned it from/ a suburb dominated by the Seventh Day Adventist# to a 
paradjje for young people and for senior citisens. When he was mayor they did such tMwga 
as prcMilbit the passage of trucks with nuclear materials. He was a very progressive— minded 
man. a few years older than I, also with a World War IX intelligence background, his 
in the Army, and he is almost Ali n a now. I still hear from him infrequently. The opposition 
to him and the i ntr usiveness of it led JK's daughter, Carolyn Kennedy, in a book on the 
first amendment due to be published soon to interview him. He tried to get her to isfc&fest 


get interested in what he conceived as the violation of my first-amendment rights by the 
FBI and others over my research and publishing but she didn't and I think shouldn't have. 

On this I'm reminded that after I told Mac M a thias some of my experiebces and after his r* 
rejection by Manny Cel ler h e^told mehe was certain that when I left every publisher's 
office an FBI agent walked iri. - 1 h a^Suo reason to believe that this did happen although 
there have been intrusions and defamations of which I'^e learned.) 

When I went to Mew Yofk in those days, when I was broke and in debt still and when 
theza I had to economize on both time and money, I left to be at the Mew York end of the 
i ^ mel f- bef ' ore ^ or 9:50 a.m. because at that end were two adjoining parking 
facilities^ Tne indoor one, which I used only in extremely bad weather, was 
$2.00 for the day, the outdoor one SI .50.1 ' d work the day after a period of staying with 
Sidney and Andrea Kaufman, who had alarge home in Forst /Tills, Queens, and drive homo that 
night. Those were 20— hour days. J?he day of the Me^l show I drove to the Kaufman's after 
a fruitless day in the city to try to nap briefly before the show. But I couldn't. Dorothy 
/'tattimore, who produced the "Authors' Roundtable" radio show that went to 500 stations, 
met me that the ABA ststitaa x£xxk£kx convention I refer to above. She wanted to be at 
the Afebel show with me so I met her at a drug store near the NBC building and we went to 

, , r , Atu / 

the NBC studios together. She sat on a charfi on th# side of that studio^ It had a 
long and narrow and sort-o^ kidney-shaped table. I wans as at the wider end, Nevel was 
on my left, and that prominent radical right, something I'd not known, had as his^impartial ‘ 
panel two of the more prominent like-minded, Victor Dasky^apd Kieren O’Daughtery, who was 

Bill Buckley' s right-hand man and a leader of the New York Conservative Party. 

A 



They were all, clearly , quite antagonistic. 1 fended off and as best X could answered 

their prejudicial questions for about a Quarter of an hour or a little acre, until I 

believed that they had antagonised much of the audience, and then I strted in when Xasky 

asked me one of his endless stupid questions but one over which I thought I could safely 

ridicule him. H threw him and as 1 continued to do this with the others and it worked^ 

•i/V , \f u,' us e ~ 

ir got to be much fun and I was confident- iarintresting and influencing the audience. 

atul 4 

Dottie's expression ad her signals of approval fortified t/?is belief. So green 
as I was I grew more confident. It did mark the interest, rather the beginning od the 
interest that led to the opening of the subejct and I thin/f helped the later books, by 
established publishers^ get attention. 

&t 2:50 a.m. the~ ~eb±' show took a fifteen-minute break during which the news was 
read and he and his guests retired to the control room the large window of which was 
so the people on the show could be seen and signalled to. There one of the famous ^ew 
York i> delicatessens, I think the Gayety, had a very generous selection of sandwiches and 
beverages^ t ha t we a te . When the show resumed, without having been able to read them earlier, 
Hebei, as usually, sarted reading 'telegrams. Without exception they condemned him and 
his other guests and demanded better treatment of me. That got to be too much for Hebei 
so, while I wa? responding to one of his political cronies he walked into the control 
room and when he returned, with about two hours of the show ahead, he had cancelled that 
and arranged for the playing of a tape of an earlier show. He then thanked the other two 
for coming and signed the show off without mentioning my name. When he did: that, 

0* Daugherty, at the opposute end of that log table, ahving already discafiired his jacket, 
stood, put his hands on his hips, and exlaimed, "You are the damnedest, most self-contained 
amn I have ever met!" (Boy was he wrong! I was nervous as heil even if I didn^t 3how it!) 

He was sweating so much in that air-conditioned studio it was visible ok the pinffi and 
white candy-striped shirt he was wearing. I know H e be£l didnaft say a word and I think 
Lasj^y didnfit. Hebei and I gathered our papers up and about when I was ready to leave Dottie 
signalled me to go over to her. The others had left the studio. Apparently the control- 
room staff had signaled to her or had told here when we were bating there to bring me in 
when the show was over. They had used all the large grocery-store type bags, putting one 
inside th4 other , and placed all the left-over sandwiches in about half and some of the 
bottled beverages, with bottle-openers, in the other half , for me to have for my trip home« 
Apparently they did apt like HebefJTvery much although t hey worked for him. 

Dottie was so ecstatic about the show she could not wait to rave about it until we 
were out of the building^ not within hearing of HBC employees on the elevator. She lived 
in Port Hamilton, part of Brooklyn and a long drive. I drove her O home and the/ drove 
back to Hyattstown. I'd been up for about 24 hours when we took the break for those 
sandwiches and it must have bee about 5 a.m. when left ^ot~ie off at her residence. 

And although I was pleased and ex&ited and hopeful as I drove home I was also quite 



tired, physically and emotionally, and when I felt like I was about to doze off I'd eat 
another corned beef or salami^ or other sandwich, take my mind back to incidents on the 
h^§w, drink some of ■%. Brown's ^elery Ionic of cream soda, beverages never heard of today, 
and got home without incident, late in the J<*oming or close to nnmn, 

A oom that one show, although I do not remember any significant amount of bookstore 
sales in the w ew York area, I got orders by mail from way up in Wanwhi Canada, from a man 
eho said he was 300 miles north of the closest bookstore^ and from another wan who said 
he was in the Antilles. 


But the most impmrtafat listeners was some of the staff or a just-starting TV *«iir 
show, the host a liberal who was trying to pretend he was another J oe Pyne/people eater, 
Alan Burke. I was phoned and asked to appear on what I was led to believe was a segmented 
book-and-author show, on what was then the largest independent IV station, ^tromedia's 
;now IV) When I got there, at the appointed time, they werg taping another 

show. They invited me to watch it from the spondor's booth, elevated high on tiae" side^ 
of the studio. That^guest, Mohammed Hehti , spokesman for an Arab-American group, was 
busi^ insisting that there is no such thing as anti-Semitism, there is only anti-gentilAsm. 

The show had a studio audience. H was mostly working-l^ass types, informally dressed 
But angry over what Mehti ( or Mehdi? ) was saying , there were three well-dressed man and 
a well-dressed woman, who seemed to be out-of-place. Then one or mere of the men identified 
himself as a lawyer and I no longered wondered what they were doing there. ± believed they 
were there waiting for me. So I thought about that and decided how I would start. I selected 
something no lawyer could accept that x had in facsimile in Whitewash, the certifications 
that the working papers of JFK’s autopsy had been burned. (I think also that I'd been asked 
what J liked to drink and that with me in the sponsor's booth was a suppiy of J&B 
Scotch and water.) 

I hadn'/ been able to say very much but I had shywn the audience and the cameras 
these certifications when those lawyers started jumping all over me. 1 notice^also that 


they all had the hardback edition of the Warren “eport. I was polite and quiet in trying 
to respond to them. When they took a break long enough for a commercial to be dubbed in 
later, the producer, fejel Baily(liight) asked me if I liked being abused. I repli&ed that as 
hits guest I believed I had to tolerate what was happening but that was the only reason. Be 


said be our geest and go after them. I did, and the show ran, in all, for the unprecedented 
2 hours and 20^inutes , it took me about an hour and a quarter to silence those four 
erudite lawyers and then the rest of the audience started to speak up. The first that I 
recall gave his name as George abbo# and identified himsilf as a doctor, #e and all the 
others who spoke condemned those lawyers, who as j now recall left before it was all over. 

Baily and Burke asked me if I'd like to look at the film with them. They wer# 
excited and were going to look at it immediately. I was an£ said I was too: tired. They {uuf 
reserved a room for me in the Sheraton Hotel uptwpn bu t n SjitfA JCjt anfeh i yP their studied 



As soon as a was there I tried to get some sleep bat couldn t. I took a shower and that 

i 

didn.pt help. I finally decided to drive home, again 24 hours or more after getting up. 

They had a locked parking lot and while they were getting my car out I went a block to an 

all-night restaurant and got some food and a thermos of coffee for the trip. Again as I 

started to doze I thought of the show and laughed and felt good and could keep going. 

. fey ^ 

Id forgot /a 6 out the show and wa s busy with oSsher matters and then, the second 

Sunday after' that filming, the phone started to ring about 2:#0 2:50 a.m. The show went on 
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at midnight and people started leunnigg where I lived, I think from the station's switchbard 

and M never got back to sleep again. A t was a tremenduous emotional outpouring. 

And sales of w hitewasVjLn the New York area went crazy. By the end of the week it 

was the best-selling work on non-fiction in the area, we'd had to ship three times to the 

wholesaler, Sookazine, and to individual bookstores in large quantities, and before long 

I had to reprint and had bombed Epstein^i^o&iPxnlo earlier tan planned paperback reprint. 

It kept on selling and I kept on reprinting and AJ erkle did the shipping for me, when 

possible using their own trucks and not charging me. They published, among other major 

publications, life and T’ime. 

After the Burke show George Abbott came up to me and introduced himself as Saramie's 

f 

soft* 


Jerry Agel also arranged for me to see Sally ^elfrage, then a reader for New 

i 

American library. He'd told her about Whitewash and she told me she was sorry she'd not 
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met me and read the book before she introduced itrierst ti? NAL and then to the Bertram 

Bussell people in England. |t is they who arranged for its publication there by The 

Bodley Head, which arranged for its peior publication in the U.S. Apparently she and 

others associated with Lord Russell had become disenchanted with lane. Sally also arranged 

for her father, Cedric, one of the founders of The National Guardian, aleft-wing weekly and 

then, thanks tojioe McCarthy, its editor-in-exile, living in Cuernavaca, Mexico. He and I 

had some correspondence. At one point he extended an invitation to me to attend a writer’s 

onnference behind the Iron Curtain. Neither of us went, for the same reason: we did not 

want to sit in the back pews and merelylto5~~chant "Amen!" 

Steve Barber had become a friend when I was speaking to all the foreign reporters 

I could in an effort to attract interest ferst in the manuscript and then in the book. 

We bisi-SH back and forth and, like Jerry Agel in New York, Steve let me use his office and 

his phone. He had knw^n about Loeb and me and about other thingd and that is how he could 

think of what he did that led to my being able to get .-the book printed. 



But despite Bill Saw. Loeb' s endorsement and encouragement they-were a bit reluctant 
to print the book. ^’omi^asked me to go see their lawyer, whose officers an the southwest 
corner of Connecticut and N, NW. I'd told Tommy I was broke but that I'd mortgage our 
farm to pay him in advance. Before going there I'd spoken to Sammie, whose office connected 



thqtpf another commerical artist with whom he was associated, Hubert heckle, heckle, 

when he heard of what I was hoping to accomplish with i4 erkle, unsolicitedly wrote me a 

check for $500 to give as a down payment. Later he would not accept repayment. 

She Merkle lawyer saw me immediately, chatted with me for a while, asking me questions 

more about the Report than about myself, and after a while, it was into lunch time , he 

phoned r fommy and asked him what in the hell he' <3? sent me to him for, that he was not 

their collection agency. I could hear only his side of the conversation. Jk t one point 

f .v A. i 

this lawyer, self-desdrolbed as a conservative, told ommy tat when writers can t get 

4 

printed printers have little or no business, at another point he asked if there was 

a thing in t he book that was lewd or tended to deprave. At another he asked why Tommy 
3'd 

— had- n ot- ^ dan ey-pMone the president of my bank. I'd told Tommy that Bennie *>huff would tell 
him that I $wed them money and that although he knew I was no longer farming, I paid what 
was due when it wa $ d$e and that I had a good reputation. (Bennie was also one of my 
customers when I fara^d.) After more conversation he told Tommy he wanted to knock it off, 
that he wanted to aaatekme more about the Warren report, that he'd started to read it and 
hadn't finished because it could not be believed. And he did hang up and we did talk more 
and then the phone rang and as a result he told me to return to Kerkle, that they would 
print the book. 

I'd picked the negatives up at Pathfinder. They were my property. They'd been made 

I 

for me by Manny Fontana. I d helped the photographer and learned a little about offset 

r^inting then that I was able to use on four of my next six books. B u t that was as I now 

recall a Friday and I'd announced, before /jathfinder abandoned me with the plates on the 

press^ that I'd have copies the coming Monday. Merkle worked over the weekend and was a 
.cause/ vy 

little delayed before someone had forgotten to phase the man who handled the twoeicolor 

cover to come in that Sunday. When £ il and I think she had a twisted ankle, got to 

i4 erkle's, Mehrle Delance^ took us to lunch with the promise that the books would be 

ready, c&r rather enough of them, when we returned. They were and we started distributing 

them in the rain. The delay was longer because I'd insisted on a durbple book, with 

50 lb paper stock and with the binding sewed as well as felued. That binding cost more than 

all the other publishing costs, had to be subcontracted, and was very slow. 

I'd met Sammie Abbott when I decided that I might have to print the book myself. 

My first OSS assignment wqs in its Presentation division. I w$.s in the editorial side 

and the artistic side was headed by a fellow named McLaughlin. "Side” is literally true 

because we had the '^estem half of the old and long-since demolished Washington Auditorium 

and our half was divided as I indicate. Working under McLaughlin were several men with whpm 

I was friendly. Biro Saarinen, the architect^ who later, among other things, designed 

Dulles Airport. Another was ^enry Koerner , to whom I'll return. After the war McLaughlin# 

started a private business called Predentation Associates. One of my farming customers 



bitish woman artist^ who did children^ books and started as I recall the n^mp 
Women Against War, no Women's Strike for Pe^ce, after World War II. Can't remember he 
now.^hen £ spoke to ^cLaughlin about publisher'lie ssnt me to ^edkie and ■* J eckie took me 
throljgh his door into Abbott's office. 

Leckie did for Felix Greene 's^Viet gait! Viet Ham? what Sammie did for Whitewash 
only they had no trouble getting that printed. Greene, although a well-known and inspected 
author, had not been able to get the book done by any established publisher. It was a 
very good book with many hard-to-take pictures of that reality. 

Was the Post's book-review editor Geoffrey Wolff? 

If studehts read this I hope they will learn that regardless of the odds, and there 
were enormous odds and enormous' pressures against me and publication of "hitewash, if 
one persists, refuses to become discouraged, what can not be planned or anticipated can 
make the impossible possible. 

-‘■n all the international rejections of Whitewash not one was editorial. When Dell, 
after reject/ ng it twice as/^ell and once as Dial, its subsidiary, came to me for the 
book (and boy did I get gypped on the royalties of it and “hiewash II, which it also 
rejected when I submitted it in manuscript) and I asked for editing, it dicin' t change a word. 

f £he rejections were for politifal reason^ as Pocket books had been honesybnough to 
tell me. Some o^the publishers wh^’d rejected it praised me at that AB& convention for 
bringing it out myself. Including some of those with a liberal reputation bfe Citadel, 
whose owners had been red-baited in the McCarthy era. Pocket $ooks had a legitimate 
fear but the rest were sifefblntimi dated. 

Prakapis, in my presence, when he gave me the bad news, phoned D ou bleday to try to 
interest them in ito fee rjjpaised it highly and said his house had spec/fil reasons not 
related to the book for not publishing it. He'd told me he would ask that Sam Vaughn, 
described as Eisenhower' s and Nixon' s editor, read the manuscript. Dpmbleday told me 
ax verbally what it did not out in its letter. They sxst wrote that they might have 
been more tempted if I'd gone farthur afield. I later decided that what this mean was 
if I'd made errors for which they could apologize to the government or it^eople. 

Verbally the secretary to the boss who was named McCormick, told me that they'd had a 
high-level conference and that "our decision was not editorial and not easy to arrive at." 

I do remember her eact words! 

I met Jdgney Kaufman when I was Slick's Washington correspondent. He'd been 
an assistant to Walter Wanger when Wanger was u ollywood' s tip producer but Sidney did not 
like Hollywood, he had his own production compaany in New York. After gearl ^arbor, when 
he wanted to be ajprt of the war effort, I got him located through a friend, KaCheryn C. 

fl n 

Blackburn, known as Casey, as I also did Bob Rogers and others. Sidney was in CBS when 
I was. He was both a soldier and a sailor, Commissioned in the Navy. He first married 




Helfin, Van's sister and a Bokadway actress. He later married Andrea Warburg, Her 
father, James, was a financier and a liberal seayiet essayist and Democtratic activist. 

Her mother was Kay Swift, also a famous Broadway actress. The father grubstaked t«r>d on his 
Polaroid camera. Sidney produced the MacBetth t^at won ^e^s^lor NBC-TV. He was »mrm g 
the first to produce movies in India and places like Yugoslavia because of the economies, 
about 20 years ago he actually produced an anti-Klan movie in Louisiana of all places. 

He felt safe because he'd gotten and implemented an idea - he hired all the Klansmen he 
could get to work in that production! 

I later years — he died in England aiout two years ago — he was handling in addition^ 
movies sold to TV, 

To illustrate the importance of radio talk shows on this subject, I was able to 

recover the printing costs of Whitewash IV in t"?o or three months, without leaving home, 

doing them by phone, I was able to arrange this through a friend I've never met, vifaw 

$>hn he who use , who started an offbeat news service, by mail, Zodiac News. John, who irfnn* 

sold it, was af a California publishing (newspaper) family. I'd give him a legitimate news 

item and when he used it he'd give my name and phone number. His bews service went to quite 

a few radio stations, some big-time AM and many Mi stations, inc^^uing college. They'd 

phone me, I'd do the show if they gave my name and address, and by mail, with only this 

and a mailing we made^I did recover those costs. I did not have the money. My friend 

FOIA-Ii tigation lawyer, #im Lesar borrowed it and I gave him a one- third of 3pN> interest 

in return. I'm sure we repaid his loan within three months. 

Back to interference and intrusions: The old Saturday Evening Post, the weekly, was 

interested in serializing Whitewash. That editor was Johnny Appleton. He wanted to deal 

witn me through an agent and i'di not been able to get one, despite many efforts, because 

of the subject matter , the reason the agent I had quit. He sent me to i-J ax Wilkinson, of 

Littauer and Wilkinson, 500 i'ifth Avenue. Wilkinson spent more than a hour with me, then 

reaa ^he manuscript, then phoned me to tell me he liked it and would represent me, and 

then wrote me to say he wouldafeBx not in the u ni?ed ^tatesbut would in Englad, because 

, . , , , , / A 

he saxcl die book did not J^lon itself to sxs serialisation. ITBSc^pkrbord in England so 

I declined that. Years later, when I was looking Uxb. into Watergate and Howard il unt, 

I was quite surprised to learn that one of ^unt'j# cover addresses when he was with CIA 

ajg^in Who's ^'ho^Littauer and Wilkinson, -ater I learned that Wilkinson was his persoanal 

agent. On the serialization, the man's magazind. Saga, came to me to get the right to 

reprint a chapter. They paid me Si .00 more than they'd ever paid, which was to Hemmingway. 

Of course that was years earlier, but they reprinted that chapter without altering a word. 

I wrote the book with largely free-standing chapters in mind*;^ Crui/ A** 

There was also what 1 was never able to check out, a CIA foundation, 

the ^jLttauer foundation. i?v) UjiMf U/flj * 
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Itesumed 12/12/90 Jerry A gel also got Ralph Nader off to a fine start. In the same edition 
of "Books" in which he introduced Whitewash to its small but influential audience he also 
had an article on Oder's first book, "t's title, as I recall, was" Unsafe At *ny Speed. ‘‘ 

And as he did with me, the took A/ader around at the ABA convention and introduced him 
to book-store operators and publishers.lt is, as I now recall, General Motors' over- 
reaction to the success of Nader's hook that prompted it into the espionage on him that 
he sued it over. The suit gave him a large sum of money with which he got his start 

I refer above to Bell's dishonesty. If one ii to believe its accounting, r£($fblished 
25O91OOO copies, which the contract called for, and soon republished, I've forgotten the 
exact number. From its accounting it had 125,000 copies on hand when it reprinted. Its 
accounting reflects m one more printing, I've forgotten the number. When I spoke to the 
Ohio Associated Press editors convention in May or J une of 1967 I got the only assistance; 

I ever got in promoting the book from Dell - it sent me a box of them to give to the 
press there. The books in that box state clearly they are the fourth edition. Onlyjiell 
never accounted for a fourth edition. Its records do not reflect the printing of the 
fourth edition. In all it printed, as 1 now recall, close to a half— million in its three 
acknowledged editions, plus however many in the fourth, yet when it came to admitting 
how many were sold, "ell admitted selling only enough to equal the advance of Si 0,000, 
of which I got $9,000. Of course no business can succeed this way, if its records were, 
as clearly they were not, accurate and correct. But publishers can and do bet rich by 
robbing authors. Whether or not it is true, I was told by a lawyer who used to work for 
Dell that it then had six sets of records. One for IKS, one for itself, one for authors 
and their agents, etc. I think it is obvious that with about 125,000 copies of Whiteaash 
on hand Dell would not have printed three more times but this is what the records it 
gave me reflect. Suing a publisher is close to impossible because it costs more to sue 
than ordinarily one can hope to collect. This is also true of wholesalers. All the whole- j 2 - 
salers who handled my books owe me money and there is nothing I can do about it. I tried. ^ 

Initially it was close to impossible for me to get the book into book stores. I hand- 
delivered some on consignment in Washington and they then did sell well but I could not 
get to many stores there and do anything else, “hile when I generated interest iU the book 
it sold well and we kept busy shipping cartons to those who ordered them, necessarily 
truting that we'd be paid, and for the most part we were, some of thos^with 1 £.e best 
reputation never paid us. .Illustrations on the west coast are Paul Elder, who had the 
best-reputed store in San Trancisco. When he sold his busines he owed me for 300copies. 

Kroeh and Brentanos in Chicago still owes us for books it bought in 1966 and since has 
ignoed letters requesting payment. When they order now, as they did last week, we notify 
them again that they have this unpaid bill, and again I do not expect to have any response. 
Walden's home office still owes us for the first 50 copies it got in 1966. I stopped 
filling orders from the whoelsalers who gypped us years ago. 

One the other extreme, there are some small stores that have bought from us for 
years and who trust us. To save time and the cost that represehti they send blank checks 
with their orders and my wife, who keeps all the refiucLs (i am the common labor only in 
filling orders) fill-in the coreect amount and includes an accounting in the package I make. 

X-/ ' 

There were other kinds of dishonesty, some of which kicked back and helped me and 
tne book. The most glaring involves Mark "ane'd Rush to Judgement. When his/Fmch publisher 
cpntracted the book it tabled me requesting that I hold the exclusive rights to reprint 
in France for them for a short period of time and, having no agent but nonetheless having 
several expressions of interest in France, I agree. Jjjefore this time expired the Freeh edi- 
tion of his book was on sale. 


Not long after the Alan Burke show on WNEW-TV to which I refer above, the show that 
really opened t he subject ap, Dgttie j/attimore, who through her radio t show on bocks was 
well connected in publishing, tolfl me that Holt, Heinhart, which published Rush to Judgement, 
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had been fired because it had had the opposite of the intended effect. I later heard that 
he had been rehiredo Year later, when I began getting FBI records on myself, those of 
the "ew York field office record that a WNEtf producer, Ravi Noble , hafl asked the FBI to 
send an agent or agents to be in the audience to oppose me. The FBI declined to do that 
but i$ Fold FBI headquarters that instead it had provided "public domain" information to 
be sfied against me. After what Lottie to-fcd me I asked ftoble about this, fk denied it and 
said that it is not unusual to plant people in audiences and he had asked the trial 
lawyers* association to do that, ^ater , before 1 began to get these records from the FBI, 

I was on a radio talks show with the trial-lawyers association president whose nayna as 
1 now recall was Fuchberg, perhaps Jakob. % said he clearly remember both jfris request 
b£ by Noble and his firm rejection of it. In any event, the whole thing, by Holt, Reinhart 
and by the FBr, helped Wihxtewas^ no end. it also helped lane's book by creating considerable 
interest in the subject. 

Something similar happened in u alifornia in December, 1956. I was on the top radio 
show, on the CBS clear-channel, 50,000 kw San Francisco station, KCBS, the Harv Morgan 
show. A caller-in, obviously a young man, started red-baiting me. Morgan was going to 
cut him off when 1 insisted that he be allowed to continue. I was able to make it clear 
that first he was misrepresenting ray alleged past and second he had no way of explaining 
how he came to have that garbled information, ‘^his show and others, but particularly that 
confrontation, generated considerable interest, so much that when I appeared in the tt«n 
of the Flowers the next night all seats were taken and people were stahding. The after- 
noon before that ap ;tnrance I was at ^aul Elderis " ss E ga autographing the 250 copies of 
Whitewash II he had ordered by air express. They sold out in abhut two hours, including what 
he had sold before I got fere. n e asked for and I feave him the 50 copies I had with me to 
use as press copies. These are the 300 he never paid for. Not did he repay the cost of the 
air shipment he'd requested, later, when I was getting these FBI recofds, I got the proof 
of what Morgan and I had suspected that night, that this youngraa man was an FBI symbol 
informer, this means an infomer whose services are paid for by the FBI and^ls first 
approved by FBIHQ. The records provided by FBIHQ do not cons^in any indication of this at 
all and if, for example, they were to be searched for a Congressional committee , the FBI 
HQ would report that it had no records at all. Te neat trick is in the liiing. The FBI 
places records it regards as delicate in files it nevr searches in response to requests 
for its records, whether in court or for the Congress, alleging that those file classifica- 
tion are hot relevant. %body, not even its own special agents, has access to its card 
indices so nobody has any way of knowing what is indexed. (7 

In any event, the FBI's improper intrusions into my affairs and its efforts to 
ruin the books or at least depress sale? had the opposite effect and to tire best of my 
knowledge it made only one additional efforts that kind. It did other things .VIhen 
the LBJ White House asked about me and others whose books were published by then, 11/66, 
in its reply the FBI had a gross libel, that my wife and I had a nn ua lly celebrated the 
Russian revolution with a gathering for about 35 dtrangers in our home. I'his had the 
intended efiect in and on the White house. What the FBI actually did, having spied on me, 
was contort this from the fact of a reUgious fathering at our farm not at the time of 
that revolution but weeks earlier, after the Jewish high holidays. It was by the Jewish 
Welfare Board, arranged by a friend who was assigned to look out for the interests of 
Jewish service personnel in the Washingto area. They had an outing and the kids had a 
great time gathering egss, watching them hatch and playing with the chicks, riding on 
the backs of our tameC cattle, etc. The University of Maryland liked that son much 

that it started phat it called Old MacDonald's ffarm for children in Wheaton. 

The enormous success of what I regard as a bad book and disinformational right now 
contrasts with the changes in attitudes, particularly by publishers, and reminds me of 
what Ooubleday told me, that it would have been more tempted to publish Udiitewash 
if I'd gone astray from the irrefutable facts, or if it could apologize for content. 



High treason cjarges that the government killed JFK. it was self-published by one of the 
authors, Harrison Eivingstone, who is a friend. I am the godfather of the first child 
of the other author, fiobert Grodexx. did his original and ^iite accurate work on the 
Zapruder gilm for me, 4s with the first book of which is he coauthor (with Peter Model) , 
Groden did not do the writing. And my work is used extensively without credit. In" High 
^reason*' there is some credit to it and i know its sales have been large from the letters 
this mention has generated to meV'ife The chains of book stores that would not permit the 
individual stores to order from me allow them to for High ^reason and the home office &. 

3S3& ordered them by the thousands. Contrast this with the unchanged orders to some of 
Walden’s stores. When at the time of the assassination several years ago I offered some 
on consignment to the Wl^fiden store in the Frederick Towns Mall, the manager told me she 
was not permitted to stock them, even without having to^pay for them on receipt, unless 
permitted to do so by th$ home office. Today she is a fiend and she still does not have 
them for sale, even though she has* High ^reason on display. (Sylvia ifeagher's and Howard 
Hoffman's excellent books, neither theorizing who did it, have Ri mi 1 »-r histories only 
because neither publisher made any promotional efforts those books did not sell well 
and only relatively few copies were printed and sold.) 

Later 12/12 High Treason ' sold so very well in the private printing it was contracted 

for paperback reprint by Berkeley and in almost no time at all was on the Hew York x imes 
best-seller list, 8th. A mutual friend who said he'd seen^ the cancelled checks told me 
that Livingstone had sent u roden more than $100,000. ('Du Aitn/ut it It/ ^/^dj 

Each time I recill^ something I am reminded of something else, this morning more 
about intrusions and the difficulty of getting bats that wind up being quite popular 
published at all. Oswald in New Orleans is a case in point. 

For a short period of time ‘John Starr was my agent with Bell, a few months in 
early 1 967 . We had a conference at ^ell after it decided to reprint fOiitewash H after 
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turnara, it down in September 1966. I had almost completed Oswald in New Orleans and Bell 
said it would like to do that as an original paperback. We had a haruafsike deal that Starr 
never bothered to get on paper. Bell could reject the book only on allegations of libel 
in it, I'd get #35,000 and I'd not offer it to anyone else. This was about the time there 
#as the first neww of J im Garrison 1 s investigation in New Orleans. When the book was 
finished Bell did not even want to look at it. Starr did make a number of efforts and I 
know that he did make some because when I was in New York I was sometimes his messenger, 
tak* a copy of the manuscript to the offices of publishers to whom he had spoken* In the 
end, he made indefinite arrangements with Parallax and then dropped out. 

Parallax was formed by people who had worked for Barney Rosset, Grove Press, to 
publish books in which he was not interested. Their first was a smash success. The 

H 

autobiography of Malcolm X. It was at that time, I think 1965, that I was first in touch 

with them on Whitewash. They rejected it. Later I learned that they had used for an 

opinion Alberjj Newman, a former Newsweek -Staffer, who had his own irrational , right- 

wing view of the assassination and had a competitive book he wanted published. Eventually 

it was. It is based on the non— fact that Oswald was a Cuban agent and got his instructions 

from Cuba via fadio, listening while in, New Orleans on the radio iith which he returned 
.. . a itu/w-wx cW 

from the Soviet Lnion. apparently ^he publisher never listened to AM radio at night 



bedause Cuban radio broadcast have always been received well if) much of the US, around 
here usually good and in the New Orleans area much better. They could and can be received 
on the most inexpensive and primitive radioji, so no special Russian radio was required. 

And were this not enough, Oswald’s radio didn't work. I have the FBI reports on it. 

Parallax wa. : a very small outfit, with no independent distribution, and it dis- 
tributed its paperback, as i did not know until after ''Oswald in New Orleans' was out, 
through Pocket Books. Bucket ^ook, not surprisingly, given Hr. Shimkin's strong dis- 
like for being prosecuted, refused to distribute the book. It thus has only little and 
improvised distrbution. 

“hile Starr was trying to interest a Hew York publisher in it - and I think that 
by then I had an additional problem, of just having proved that publishers can be dis-f 
pensed with -I was trying to generate news interest in it, a natural with all the noises 
°i m Garrison was making. When Ian McDonald, of the Washington staff of The %mes of 
Bondon, wanted to read the manuscript I asked John to mail him a copy. John did mail 
him the ribbon copy, triple-spaced. H nevAr got to him. 

We were still living in Hyattstown then. After about six weeks that manuscript 
reached me, in a Post Office department manilla envelope, addressee me at Coq d'Or 
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Farm, Hyattstown, Mdo There was not a flaw of any kind on the manuscript, not a single 
page with a tom or bent edge, and it had no wrappping inside that envelope, which was 
too large for it. With it was a printed note that said it had been found, without 
wrapping, in the Washington Post Office and was being sent to an address found on it. 

The problem with this is that although when pressed to do it I had given our farm a nqwA 
we never really used asd and, moreover, that name did not appear on the manuscript. A$ 
the end of the=-end of the Introduction, along with the date the mansucript was completed, 
April 18, 1967, appears only "Hyattstown, Maryland. "^side from the absence of any refer- 
ence to the farm, it is impossible to believe that not one of the pages could have been 
marred in anyway if the package had had rough enough treatment to remove the wrapper. 

When I spoke to ^oh sTarr about that he told me that because of problems he knew 
X was having he put that package in the mail, along with 7 or 8 others, by using a mailbox 
h&d never used before and that all those manuscripts faced long delays in the mail. If I 
remember correctly, he said that at least one still had not been delivered-within Hew 
York 6ity. 

When the book was finally out - and it was delayed because without consulting me 
Parallax had asked Garrison to write a foreward and he didn't get around to that dor months- 
%rallax did ship books to wholesalers where I was goinly to make an appearance. For example, 
with a cjpuple of talk shows in Chicago I sold out the 3,000 copies sent there. 

(Unless the business had changed, paperbacks require display in the stores, which 
have limited display space for them. They are delivered by the wholesaler’s truck driver. 





and his income, part or all, is based on the books he not only distribute"Tb^isiee-on 
display, As a result the truck drivers fill the available^space with the books they expect 
to seil best. This means the best-advertised and the best-known books, best know to truck 
drivers, as it happens. Moreover, usually the books of the larger publishers sell better 
and this is well known to the drivers. So without Pocket ^ooks the odds were heavily 
against any sales for Oswald in Mew Orleans' and^d sell poorly.) 

Where it could have expected a great S 4 le,i$ew Orleans, the wholesaler, Louisiana 
iewd, refused to accept any copies. It happens I knew its lawyer fairly well. Bill j JU cas. 

He could do nothing with them. Their refusal was absolute. A few inquiries, unconfirmed, 
indicated thiat the ownership was at least in part a gangster family based in St. 
louis^nd that was the controlling ownership/ 

^ Sals prove that there were any intrusions in Hew Orleans but there were indications 
of some. I was there frequently, whenever I had enough money to scrape by, and until after 
4pril 1968 stayed at the Fountainbleau Motel, Garrison's office making the arrangements.. 
Usually one or two of the police department detectivds assigned to him as district attorney 
would meet my plane or take me to it and when I stayed at the motel, even checked me in. 

°^ ce when both Uyn Loisel and the one whose name I'll recall in time and was sag 
usually Garrison's driver, met the plane they told me while driving me to the motel that 
there had been a report of a "hit" to be made on me so they wer4 registering me under an 
assumed name and they'd have a connecting room. I digress for this, having been reminded, 
because I think it is amusing and an apt self-description of the Garrison operation and 

inVeSt JS ti0n * ^° f Wh±Ch there 3X6 a number of others in various files.) I did not go to 
*£he counter, Moisei did. They left my luggage locked in the trunk of their unmarked car. 

When connecting rooms were not ready we went into the ooffeeafcshop and dPank and nibbled 
until to they were. Well known as I was and having been there before they nonetheless 
registered me as "Anthony Dunn" and one of them under a different alias. It did not 
surprise me when x received a call and the line was busy the operator rang me when I was 
not on the phone to give me the message, never once addressing me as Dunn and always by 
my name, which they knew. Even though they did not see me when I was registered. 

That motel, quite large, was built like an open square, the center so large it held 
two swimming pools. The side away from the main street on which is it, Tulane Avenue, 
gave then on an empty and entirely unlighted field a! le~ ast two blocks wide before 
it ended at interstate 10, a major highway. &o, with two connecting rooms, one on the 
courtyard, always well lighted, and one facing this large expanse of darkness and 
emptyness, they, expecting an effort to kill me, quartered me on the only one of the four 
sides that made any effort to kill me easier. I was not worried and made no complaint. I 
was amused because I thought the whole thing was silly. 

They also asked my permission to bug the room. (The other detective's name, Stevd^g 
Bordelon.) They drilled a hole from their room intfc mine at the top of the frame of the 



